CMyTHUI | HeBecenun cuais cobi Ha NnaBui, y HOBIM CBITAULI, LLO
BioropoauB Bi4 NPOTUBHOI XaTW, KOHOTOMCbKWUA NaH COTHMK MukuTa YsiacoBuy
3abpboxa. Xo4 napeHb cobi i yenypHum 6yB, a TyT i y HeAiNEHbKY CBATY He
H6paBs 6inoi COpoUKM, Ta N — NpowanTe y CiM C/IOBi — KUTAEBUX CUHIX LUTAHIB
Ha Hi4 He 3HiMaB, TakK, CepAeKa, Y HMUX i HoYyBaB, paa-pag, Wo 3a NiBHiYy
AOMxaBcsa A4OAO0OMY ; @ TaM Y/ 3aCHYB, Y1 Hi, BXXe 1Oro, We COHLEe He CXoauno,
36yannun. 3apa3 CXONMBCb, BUMO3iXaBCs, BUYYyXaBCs, MOMOJINBCL 60ry, HIOXHYB
pasiB TpUYi KPINKOT poMeHCbKOT Kabakun, Nnpociyxas, LWo NOMY YuTanun, naBs
NOPSAAOK i, 30CTaBWNCb CaM Y CBITAULi, CiB Ha NaBLi: F0Jl0Ba NOMY He4YecCcaHa,
4y6 He nigrosneHuin, NMKa HeBMUTA, 04i 3aCnNaHi, yCn PO3KYLOBYEHi, COpoYKa
PO3XpUCTaHa; Kpan NOro Ha CTONI NilofibKa | raMaHeub, Kasnamap, rpebiHeusb i
MOBHa KapBaTKa Le TOPiWHbOI AYiBKK, WO LWe 3Be4opa HaTo4nna nomy
Ma3bKa y NASALWKY, a BiH, X04 | HACUMNaB y KapBaTKYy, Wo6 To, 3HAaETe, 3 XXypbu
BUMNUTKN, Ta K 3a>XypPUBCb 3HOBA, Ta 1 3abys., Tak i Nir Ta  3aCHYB; Ta "
Tenep, yCTaBLIK, HE AY>XXe Ha Tylo AYyNiBKY KBanmecs, 60 e HOBe INXO 30BCiM
NOro CKpyTWUno, i BiH i cam cebe 3 XXypbun He TamuB.

ke XK To TaM NOMY NINXO 3iKNasocsa W Big 4oro Taka »xypba mnoro yssana?
Ane! TpuBanTe NULLEHb, 1 BAM yCe PO3KaXKy: i BiAKiNA BiH TakK Mi3HO npwuixas, i
3a4MM He gann nomy pnobpe 1 Bucnatucb. OCb KeTe nmweHb Kabaku, B KOro

MiLHiWa, Ta n cnyxaunTe.

MNaH COTHMK YnacoBuy ByB YECHOro i BAXXHOr0 poAy. Taku XTO CKiJIbKN He
3a3Ha, TO COTEHHOO CTapLWNHOW yce bynn 3abpboxu; a gign i npagign
MunkunTOBI yce Bynn y cnaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCTe4YKOBI KOHOTONI COTHUKaMu;
Tak Big oTUSA 00 CMHA TaK COTEHCTBO i nepexoauno. OT AK i cTapun Ynac
3abpboxa, TakKn COTHUK KOHOTOMCLKUN, K MOMep... i LLLO TO XaJIKyBaJio 3a
HUM Ko3auTso! Ta Taku i ycCi noaun, i ctape, i Mane, yCi nnakanan. A K xoBanu,
TaK TPYHY NOro HeC/Nn Yyepes yce cesno Ha pyKax, MOB AiTcbkoro 6aTbka, Ta
6ing uepksn 1 Noxosann i fobpe Ha ycix 06igax NoM'aHynn. 9K xe BignNuIn
COpPOYMHM i rpOMada 3ibpanacsa Ha nMopaay, KOro HAYNHUTU COTHUKOM, TO YCi
YyB OMH rofioC i rykHynam: "A KoMy X byab? Ynacosudy, 3abpboLUeHKy; SKOro



HaM Jly440ro cbkaTtu?" OTTak-TO W HACTAaHOBWIN MO0 COTHMUKOM, i CTaB BiH i3

3abpboLllieHka Bxe 1 caM 3abpboxa.

OT BiH, NoxoBaBwKn 6aTbKa, CIOAN-TYAN OrNefiBCb, aXK BXXe NOMY roais
ABafUATb MN'ATb; Hirge Oitucb, Tpeba xeHnTtucs, Tpeba OiBKN CbKaTw...
baTbko-60 noro, ctapun Ynac, 6y cobi ckyneHbkui, i konu, 6yno, Mukuta,
SIK 03bMe MOro 3a cepue, cTaHe 6baTbkKa NpoxaTu, Wob NOro 0>KeHuB, TO
CTapuil HacynuTb 6POBK, 3NPHE Ha HLOIO CTOPY Ta CKaxke: "Hexan nuweHb
BUACHUTbLCA, 6ay, HAXMapuno. AKnnm Tenep CAKMN-TakKUn CUH XKEHUTLCA? bay,
xni6 gopornn, No N'aTM anTWUH MILLOK, Ta 1 TiCHO HaM byae, 9K To6i XiHKY
03bMeMO: TiJIbKW i €, WO XaTa 3 KiMHaTOo, Ta Yepe3 CiHM NPOTUBHA XaTa, Ta 1
rofi; oe MeHi BaC MiCTUTK 3 AiTBOPOIO, LLIO BXKe 3Halo, WO Tak i obcunne.
Hexawn nuweHb onicng nogymaemo". To, 6yno, MukmnTa novyxa€Tbcsa Ta 3 TUM
obnumsHem i nige. Tenep xe, 9K CTapuin BMep, NOMY CBOS BONISA. 3apa3 y3sBLN
NPOTUBHY XaTy, Neperopoamns, OT NOMY € 1 CBITAULA, € U NpocTop. dani cTas
OiBKWN CbKaTW i CiB oyMaTu. B)xe Ha AKy-TO BiH He aymaB? MNepw 6u To Tak, Wo
n ne! 3apa3 Ha YepHIriBCbKy NPOTOMNONIBHY 3aKNHYB Ta N CaM 3JI19KaBCb Bif
HEepPOBHi: 04HOT 04eXXi Ha ABa BO3a He Bbepell, a HaMUCTa, Ka)KyTb, MipKamu
B6aTbKO BigCcuNNe; Ta Taku N HiYoro: Tam i 6orocnosu v neyeHi rapbysu, Tak
HawoMy BpaTHMKY HIYOro Tyam KBanuTUCb. OT BiH i CMyCTUBCb HMXXYE,
nepebupasB-nepebupas, AymaB-AyMaB... Aasi SK CJIeECHE y A0JIOWKN, K
3aromMoHUTb cam cobi y xaTi: "OTce Tak! OTce mosa! Xnonye! Cignan mepuiin
KoHA!" Y 3ibpaBCb, 4M Hi, MepLLi Halw YacoBUY CiB HA KOHA... i K

3aTynoTiB, Tak TiNIbKN LLLO OKOM MOro 3a3apuLl.

Kyau X TO BiH Tak noTar npyako? Ere! Konucb-To, AeCb-TO Ha spMapKy
H6a4mB BiH XOpyHXiBHY OneHy, oT wo Ha Cyxin banui XyTip, NpPO3nBaETLCA
bBe3sepxun. BiH, AMBNSYNCH TOrgi, Ay>Ke AMBYBaBCS, WO AiB4YMHA 1
MOJIO[EHbKA, a Kynye 6opowHa 6baraubko; a 9K CTaB PO3NUTyBaTK JIOAEN,
TakK NOMY 1 po3Ka3anu, Wo y Hel HeMa Hi baTbKa, Hi MaTepi, a TiNbKN caMui
6paT; Wo BOHa xa3sAMKa HeBCcunyLwia, caMa 1 OKOJI0 KOPOB, CaMa 1 y Nnoi npu
KOCapAX i Npy XeHusaX, a 3MMOI0 Y BUHHULI CaMa gornsaga i ce 60poLwHo
OKYMNY€E Ha BMHHULIO. BpaT 1, XOpyHXXEHKO, X04 NapeHb i MOJIOANN, Ta HE Xo4e
XKEHUTUCH, @ AyMa Y YeHui, 60 Ak byB HeayX, Tak obiwaBck: "Konun, — Kaxe,
— BUAy>Kato, TO nigy y YeHui, Biggaswu cectpy 3amix". OT i BUOYy»Xas, i



noxunaa pobporo 4osoeika, Wob nomy i rocnogapcTsBo, i CECTPY BioOAaATH, |
BXKE Hi 40 4YOro oMy Aisla HeMa, yce TiNbKU KHUXKK YnuTa, a OsieHa 3a HbOoro

yCIOAM MO roCroAapcTBy NOBOPOYYETHLCS.

OT TyAn-TO MOTAM Hall NaH COTHUK 3abpboxa. He B34B »Xe Noro n 4opT Ha
Buragku! Yye kiwka, ne cano nexuTb: O4HO Te, WO AiBKa 340p0oBa, MOJI0Aa,
ornagHa, YyopHobpwea, NoBHOBMAA, a Xynobu-xynobm — tak 6ateydkn! Cein
XYyTip, JIICOK, BUHHNYKA, MJIMHOK, BITPAYOK, @ CKOTUHM Ta OBEYOK — TakK Hi4oro
n kaszaTul | yce TO i gocTaHeTbCA. 3aTUM-TO TakK Hall YNacosumy i nocniwa,
L0 N KOHEBI He AaCTb 3OMXHYTH, i CaM, He obigaBLumn, TPUALUSATb CEMUCOTHUX
BEPCT, ille 3 FOHOM, He Cro4YuMBatoyu, nepeixas, i 9K obir oo Toro bessepxoro
XyTOpa N yCTaB 3 KOHS 6ing XOpYH)>XEHKOBOI XaTu, TakK TaK i XWTAaETbCHA, MOB

N'SHUA, @ 9 XX KaxXy, Wo BiH i He obigaB Hirge.

Mo340pOBKaBLINCH 3 MAHOM XOPYHXEHKOM i nocigaswn y xaTi, OT Hawi i
PO3roBOPUINCL MPoMeX cebe i Mpu3Hannch, Wo we n 6aTbKn iX Npomex cebe
ApY>Xunu, To i iMm Tpeba He uypaTuUCb 0AMH OOHOrO0. [lani XOPYHXXEHKO N1UTaB
naHa COTHMKaA, WO Kyau noro bor Hece i 3a4MmM? 3apa3 Hall YnacoBuY i CTas
B6pexaTtn, 60 cTapi NOAN Ka)KyTb: Ti/IbKW WO LWe 3agyMa€ELwl CBaTaTUCb, TO 1
CTaHew 3apa3 bpexaTy, i wo 6e3 6pexHi Hi )KOoAeH YONOoBiK HE CBaTaBCA.
OT>Xe X TO COTHUK i.Kaxke, Wwo byuimTo nomy Tpeba bpary Ana BONIB HANHATK
Ha 3uMy (a We ae Ta 1 3uMa? iwe TiIbKW NeTpiBKka nae), Tak BiH No4ys, WO Y
naHa XopyH>XXeHKa Yy BUHHULi 6bapaa nobpa i nobpe CKOTUHM [OrNa4atoThb,

NpuixaB HAMHATU | CTOPXXUTUCH.

— He 3Hato 4 cboro Aina i Hi B BiLLO He MilatoCb; NPO Te cecTpa 3Ha, —
CKa3aB MOMY Ha 0ABIT NaH XOPYHXEHKO.

— A ne x NocunosHa OneHa? Moxe 6, 6yBa, ii NOKAMKATW, TO MU 3 HEIO
CKiH4Ya€eEMO Aino, — Ka3aB 3abpboxa.

— Ane! CecTpa y noJsi; noixaam Tam TPOLUKN NPOCUS MNOCIATU, TaK BOHa
nornana, 60 Bxxe 6e3 Hel HIXTO HIY0ro He TAMUTL 3pobuTn. A BK, Ynacosuy,

He CKy4aunTe; BOHa HazABeuip i byne. [Noku BOHa BepHeTbCA — AiBKO! a BTO4YM



vl CNnB'aHKN! — TO MM NO KYXJINYKY, MO ApyromMy BUM'eEMO. Ta BXXe BU Yy Hac,

NnaHe COTHUKY, i 3aHO4YYETEe, 60 BXXe He PaHO, — CKa3aB XOPYHXXEHKO.

— MNaHcbKa Bonsa! — oABIT AaB Muknta — i pageceHbknn cobi.

OT K BULIANAN BOHU CaMOTY>XXKW reK CAUB'AHKW, a Aani i TepHiBKN
NOKYLWTYBan 4 TPOXK, Npmbirna n Hawa OneHa 3 nons. ba4ynTb, WO Yy>Kuni
40J1I0BiK, 3apa3 MOTHYJIaCb, 3BeJlisla i3 CTaBKa NOTAIMTW KapaciB i 3aragana
BeYepto BipUTY; CIOON-TYAN WATHYNACh | yBeCb NOPSAAOK Aana, Wo N Ha
3aBTpa pobuTn, i KOMy, Kyan i 3a41MMm ixaTun, a Aani oaarnacb Taku obeHbKO,
K 3BMYANHO MaHHOYLI Ta LWe N XOPYHXXIBHI: 0O CTapeHbKOI N1axTn Ta
noYyenuna AOCTPUHOBY 3anacKy, 04srsa TOX LWOBKOBY IOMKY, Ta Ha LWNIO
AyKaT Ha BapxaTui, Ta YepPBOHI YepeBMYKIN Yy3yna, a Ha FOJI0BY XopoLly

CTPIYKY MokKJana, Ta N BUMLLIIA | NOKNOHWIACh NaHy Y1aCoBUYY HU3EHbKO.

Haw 3abpboxa gk nobayme TaKy NaHHOYKY, LLO He TiSIbKU LLO 3POAY He
6a4mB Takoi, Ta BOHa NOMY i HE CHUNACb Taka, Ta aXk 3aZpuxKaB i He TAMUTb

BXe, LLI0 NOMY 1 Ka3aTun, Ta BXXe XOPYHXXEHKO Harazas Ta 1 Kaxe:

— OTe, NaHe COTHMKY, BaM i Xxa3sfKa: paabTech i3 HEeK, BOHa BCbOMY

ronoBa.

Tak wo X 60 Haw Ynacosn4d? Hi napu 3 ycT. [lani NpUNHABCA, MHSIBKAB-
MHSIBKaB, Ta W Ha4yHe Npo BOJK, a KiH4a npo ronybu, nyma ob 6apai, a ckaxxe
06 TepHiBUI, Ta IK 3aMOBK, Ta /1 3aMOBK, Ta 3HaW CJINHKY KOBTa, ANBIAYNCH

Ha TaKy KpaJio.

OneHa cobi piBka 6onka Byna. Xo4 naH COTHUK i CloAM | TyAn 3arnHas, a
BOHa MOro 3apas po34yxasa, Wo BiH TakKe € i 3a4MM NpuixaBs, Ta BXXe N Kaxke
nomy, i rosopuTh: ."obpe XK, NaHN4YEeHbKY; AONMUBaNTE X Ha 300pOB'A
TEPHIBOYKY, Ta NMOBeYepsa€ETe, Ta NsKeTe CnaTu, a 3aBTpa — AacTb 6or CBiT,
[acCTb i COBIT, TO 1 MOPaAMMOCh, Wo Tpeba pobutn". "



3abpboxa, No4vyBLUN CEE, Ta a)K CaM He CTAMUBCA Big pagoLlis; gyma: "OT
[iNo i 30BCiM, 3aBTpa TiNbKK pywHNKM 6paTtn". Ta 3a KyxJIMK, Ta AaBai 3HOB
CMOKTATN 3 NAHOM XOPYHXXEHKOM, L0 Y YeHLi 36Mpa€eTbCA, a Takn CbOro aina
HEe KMOAETLCA i We n ayxxe nonobns.

OneHa Taku 4YaCTeHbKO A0 NaHuMYiB yBiXoAua, Tak ByuiMm 3a SKuUM ainom,
a TinbkM Wo6b 6inbw po3rnaniTm MnknTy Ynacosmya, Wo BOHO €; TO AK yBinge
Ta nosefe o4nusaAMU, WO AK TePH-ArigKK, Ha NaHa COTHUKA, TO B HbOIo A3UK
CTaHe MOB NOBCTAHWUN, | HE MOBEPHE NOro, a caM axx nana. NMonarogmeLumn
BeYepto, BOHa Bxe 6inblu i He BXOAWAA: CaMi NaHWYi NoBeYepsanuy, i,
OOKIHYMBLLW FNeK 3 TEePHIBKOID, NMaH XOPYHXXEHKO XOTIB BXXe iTK cnaTu, ax oCb
Halw 3abpboxa NornasMKas, BUKALUJIABCSA, NMOLMOKaB, NoTep yCu Ta U CTaB Ty
paLelo Ka3aTu, Wo oMy ASAK CKOMMNOHYBaB BXe NaBHEHbKO OJ19 TaKoro
CJ/lyHalo; OT i Kaxke:

— Ocb nocyxanTe, naHn4dy Mocunosmyy, Lo 8 BaM CKaXKy: HECOPO3MIpHO
CYTb 4OJ10BiYeCTBY eanHonpebuBaHie i B LOMY, | B rocnogapcTsi. Bcakoe
AVXAHIE WaHYETbCA y OBONCTBI: EANHO YO0BIKOBI Ha NOTpeby — NoATM XKOHY
i iIMiTK Yapa. | a3 HMKANLLWIA BO3UMIX Cit0 MUCJIb | HEYKPOTUMOE »XKEJaHieE.
MnamMmeHb M'e paXKAMKAETL | HE OTiAy, LOHAEXEe He COBOKYMIOCS 3
ninoobpa3sHoto, npesenebHiwoto KaT... — Ta n 3amoBK. Ce TO NOMYy ASK Take
crnucas, sk BiH 6yno AymMaB 3aauMusaTUCA 00 NPOTOMOMiBHM 3 YepHirosa, i
3abpboxa fo4nTaB A0 CaMOro KiHUa Tak, 9K 6yno Torgi Hanam'aTb
BUTBEPAMB, Ta K 3rafas, WO XOpYyHXXiBHa He KaTepuHa, a OneHa, i He
npesesiebHa, a Tak — NaHHOYKa, OT TOro-TO N 3aMOBK, Ta Hi TyaAu Hi crogwu.
XOpYyH>XeHKO 30BCiM Byno ApiMaB, a Ha Clo paLito NPUCyxaBCb-NPUCITYXaBCb
Ta N Kaxe:

— UWWo-60 B®, NnaHe COTHUKY, oTCce roBopuTe? LLLoCb 51 HiYOro He

BTOpoNat. Y He nicna TepHiBKM O0TCe BU Taki cTann?

30MXHYB YNacoBMY Ta N KaXke:



— bopan noro nucana mopoka! Ce MeHi Take HanMcas Hall
BOCKPECEHCbKNN AfK...

— Ta Wwo BOHO Take €? — cnuTaB Mlocmnosu4y. — Yu ce Bipwa, 4u wo?

— Ane! 9 n caM He 3Halo, WO BOHO i ANs 4oro, — Kaxke 3abpboxa.

— Tak HaLllo XX BU MeHi NpOTU HOYi Take roeopute? MeHe Bxe 3-3a
nneyen bepe.

-Ta a 6 i He roBopwuB, Tak NMx0 npunasno!

— Ta gke TaM nnxo? KaxiTb weuglie, cnaTm xo4y.

— Ane! KoMy cnaTu, a KOMYy 1 Hi! — cKa3aB YlacoBuY Ta, 34UXHYBLUN
Ba>XK0, NOKJIOHMBCb XOPYHXXEHKY HM3eCeHbKO Ta 1 Ka)ke: — BigpanTe 3a
MeHe OJsieHy, cecTpuuto Bawwy!

— Mo! — cKa3aB XOPYHXXEHKO, 3a4yMaBCb, CTaB YyXaTu MOTUNLLIO, |
nnevi, i cNuHy, a gani kake: — MNMobavy, WO cecTpa CKa)ke, HeExXan 0o

3aBTPbOro, NAranTe nweHb cnaT, — Ta 1 MiwoB Bif, HbOrO.

JNir Haw 3abpboxa cnaTu, Tak NOMY i HE CMNTBLCSA: XAe CBiTy, He Aixae,
Wwo6 weuaLwe nomMy noYvyTu, Wwo cka>ke OneHa... Hy, cAk-Tak 00o>XXOanncb

CBIiTY, NOBCTaBa/IM NaHWYi i NO3ixoanance. 3apa3 naH Yiacosud i nuTa:

— A WO X BN MeHIi, NaHn4y, cka)xeTe? Y Halla pidv go gina, 1o 9 6 nobir
MepLLin Ta 3 CTapoCTaMun i ABUBCb COAMN 3aKOH CMOAHUTU. KaxiTb-60!

ConuTb Hall XOPYHXXEHKO i HIHOro NoOMYy He CKa3aB, TiIJIbKU N'YKHYB Y

KiMHaTy: "AHy, cecTpo! gam HaMm nNocHigaTn, Wwo Tn Tam npuabana".



BBirwna 3 KiMHaTU HAHbMWYKa, NOKJIOHWIACb Ta N NOCTaBWa Ha CTOJI
nepepn rnaHoM YsiacoBu4eM Ha CKOBOPOLI... nevyeHun rapbys!.. Ak posrnagis
Haw 3abpboxa TaKy NMMHXBY* (*KaBep3y.), IK CKOYUTL i3-3a CTONa, AK
BUGIKNTL 3 XxaTu! A TyT 6aTpak BXXe N AEePXUTb NOr0 KOHS, i BXXe
OCiANIaHOro0: BiH MepLLi Ha KOHSA Ta HaBTiKa4a nobinsg xaT; TiIbKU N YyE, WO
N0an 3 HbOro PeroYyTbCs; NoMy wWe 1 6inblw cTuaHoO, we 1 6inbl KOHS
noraHs, Ta Ak Bmbir 3 xyTopa, po3rnaais: wo 3a Hegobpa maTtn? LLock
TeNNAETbCA Ha WKi y KOHA! Kosn XX OUBUTLCA — BipbOBKa; NOTATHYB TYIO
BIipPbOBKY — aXX i TyT rapbys cupuin npudenneHnin! KuHyB Noro ax reTb, a cam
3a Harawmky, 3Ham KOHS nMaH4, 3Ha NnaHs... OQHO Te, WO COpPoM, a TyT i Takol
OIBKN »XaJsKo, Ta LWe X Hi iBwK, Hi nmewun! OT BXXe Hall YacoBuy i [oaomy 3
rapby3om Tak i 6ixuTb, 9K 6ir 00 AiBKU, AYMNIOYM pYLLUHUKK BpaTun. | camomy
NINXO0, | KiHb MOPEHUN; TaK HaCUy-HaCUNy OOMXaBCb AOLOMY aXK ONiBHOYI | —

SIK 1 pO3Ka3yBaB — MepLuin nir cnaTu.

CMyTHUI | HeBeCeNun cuiis y CBIT/INLI Ha NaBLi KOHOTOMCbLKUW NaH
COTHMK, MukuTa Ynacosm4 3abpboxa, a 06 4iM BiH CyMyBaB, MU BXX€ 3HAEMO...
Ere! Ta He 30BCiM: xiba 41 He facTb HaM TOBKY OTCEN, LLO Jli3e y CBITAMLIO0 A0
NaHa COTHMKAa? A XTO X TO ni3e? Lo X ce BiH Tak TaM MOpPAYETbCA? TO
NITKHETbCSA Yy ABepi, Ta N Ha3aa Hawi. OTTa XBOPOCTMHA, WO Hece y pykax, Ta
NOro CNVHA: KON OepXUTb 1l nonepen cebe, To TiJIbKK WO HIC Y ABepi TKHe, a
B>Xe XBOPOCTUHa i o6inepnacb 06 yron; Konm x ii Bosoye 3a coboto, To 30BCiM
yBiOe B CBIT/INLIO, @ BOHA 3a HUM BOJIOYUTLCSA | HinNaa Noro, sk Ta CBap/svBa
XXIHKa 3a N'SHULEI0-MY>XUKOM; Yrornepek e i He Ka)ku 1l BCYHYTU Yy CBITAuULIO,
60 kKpinko gosra 6yna. Jlize To He xTO, Ak [pokin Puroposuy MicTpsk,
COTEHHUN KOHOTOMCBKUA NUcap i WWMpUn NnpuaTesib NaHa COTHUKA
KOHOTOMCbKOro, Muknutun Ynacosmyda 3abpboxu, 60 BiH 6&3 HbOro Hi Yapku
FOpifIKK, Hi NoXXKK 6opLly 00 poTa He nigHece; a BXXe Ha nopagi, ak Mictpsak
Puroposny cka3aB, Tak BOHO TakK i €, Tak i byne, i BXxe i o cTto 6ab He xoan,
TaK HIXTO He nepemMoxe. LLLo X TO BiH 3@ XBOPOCTUHY Mpe Yy CBITAULIO 4O NaHa
COTHMKa? Ane! ny4yde BCbOro nocayxammo, sk i 06 4im BoHn cobi byayTb
PO3MOBAATU, TO TOrAi yce 3HaTUMeMO. Ta e X i Te 3HanTe, wo naH lMicTpsk
CYTb NUCap: ABaHaAUATb o[ Y4MBCA Y ASKa B LUKONI: Yy rof BYNCTUB



rpaMaTuKy, ABa roam B4MB 4YacsioBelb, NniB4BapTa* (*Tpu 3 NOJIOBMHOMO.) roaa
CUAiB Ha4 NCanTUpeM i 3 MOSIMTBaMK 30BCiM BUBYMB, Ta niBn'sta* (*YoTupwm 3
MOJIOBMHOLO.) roga BYMBCS MUCATU, a LiNICIHBKUIA rog BYMBCS Ha LWOTaXx; a
NpoOMeXX TUM, X04SA4N Ha Kpuac, NOHAB rnacu, i EPMOJIOVIHI LOrMaTUKW, |
CKOBOPOAVHI XepyBMMCbKI, TyAN X 3a OAKOM i NigAA4YUM OKCesleHTye*
(*BTopye, niacnisye.) i MaBna 4TeHie, konn HebaraubkKo 3aKIadoK, YTHE Ha
BCIO LLEPKBY MOJIOCHO; @ BXXe Ha pidax Tak 60nKunn, Wwo K po3roBOpUTbLCS-
PO3roBOPUTBLCS, Ta YCEe He MONpPoCTy, YCe 3 MUCAaHHA, TaK i HaWw oTeub
KOCTSAHTWH, AapOM LLO A0 CUMHTAKCUCY X04MB, CJlyXa NOro, csyxa, Ta 34BUrHe
nneynMma, Ta 1 Biginae Big HbOro, Kaxky4u: "Xto Tebe, yonosivye, 3Ha, WO TW
TaMm ropopuw!" OTTaknn-to ByB y Hac y KoHoToni nucap, otcen Mpokin
Puroposwud lMicTpsK; Ta 9K CTaHe BiH 3 MaHOM COTHMKOM 3abpboxoto
PO3MOBAATU, TaK BM TiJIbKN CIyXalTe, a BXKe Y1 BTOPOMa€ETe Lo, He 3Hato, 60
BiH Y HAC 40JI0BIiK 3 Y4eHOI0 r0JI0BOO, FOBOpPE Tak, Lo i 3 AecATbMa NMPoCTUMMU
roJIoBaMu HE PO3)KYELL.

OT>Xe-To, K NaH COTHUK 6a4unTb, LLO NaH NUcap He BAi3e y NOro CBITNLIO

3a TOlO OOBrok XBOPOCTUHOMO, Ta N NUTa:

— Ta Wwo To BK, MaHe nNucapto, AKOro YopTa 40 MeHe B CBIT/INUIO npeTe?

— Ta ce, pobpogito, nenopt* (*PanopT.) 06 COTEHHIM HapoA04YNCNEHIi, B
HaJIMYHOCTI NPEeACTOALWMX N0 MAaHOBEHIIO BalloMy, Ta — 6ofawn BiH
COKPYLUMBCA B Npax i nenen! — HEBMICTUM €CTb B YepTor Baw. [MNonobaeTb
abo cTiHy npoTaTK, abo cTento NigHATK, 60 He BNi3y A0 BaLLOI BEJIbMO>XHOCTi!
— cKa3aB [MicTpsAK Ta W No4YaB 3HOBY BO3UTUCH 3 TOK XBOPOCTUHOIO.

— Wo »K To 3a nenopT Takun JoBrmn? XBopoCcTuHa X NOoMy, MabyTb,

3aMIiCTb XBOCTa, 4YM LWO?

— XBOPOCTUHA Cifl, XO4a €CTb i XBOPOCTMHA, HO OHAA He CYTb yXe
XBOPOCTUHA, NOHeXxe YOO CyTb Ha Hil BMICTUAMLLE Ayl KO3aLbKNX
npexsabpoi COTHI KOHOTOMCbLKOI, 38 HEHAaX0XXAEHIEM NUCATENIbHOIO CyLleCcTBa
i TpeneTaHIieEM gecHuui i KynHo wynui. — OTTak Bigcunas Haw [icTpsK.



— Ta KaxiTb MeHi nonpocTy, naHe nucapto! O, BXXe MeHi Te NUCbMO
OCTWJI0 Ta OMOraHiso, WO HI4YOro i He BTOpOMNato, LWo BU KaxkeTe-rogopuTte. TyT
i 6e3 BaC HyAbra y3sa, i MeydiHkn 0o cepus, Tak i 4yto, AK NigcTynatTb, —
CKa3aB MNaH COTHMK Ta N CXWIMBCb Ha PYKY, Ta TPOXN TaKU YN 1 He MyCTUB

CNi3040K Napu-apyroi.

~ ['ope MeHi, naHe cOTHUKY! — cka3as [MicTpsaK, — MMMoLleaL Yo
ceaMuuIo rNyMaxcsa 3 MOJOANLAMU MO LWMHOYKAM 34eLHOl MasieCTUHMN i,
BEYepy CyLLly MUHYB— Waro gHe, bux HENOABMXXEH, aku Knaga, i HiM, akun
puba Mopckas. | ce BHe3anHas BiCTb NOTPSACE MOK YHYTPEHHY yTpoby, a
nadve i na4ve, erga NPoYTOX i ypasyMix noBeni-HiE MUIOCTMBOIO Ha4YasIbCTBa
36bupaTnca y noxod axx oo Yepnirosa. Cie, naHe COTHUKY, NUWYTb, Waaa oyLi
Halla, Oa He Korga cTpax i TpeneT obysA€eT HaMu | MU CKOpPOHIi NageM Ha NoXXi
Hala i YCHEM B CMEpPTb; | TOF0 paAn CKPUTHOCTb YMUCULWA, akn Bun y
YepHiros, a xTo BicTb? Y1 He panbw iwe. O rope, rope! i nakn peky: rope!

— O rope, rope Puroposuy!

— O rope, rope, Ynacosuny!

OTTak-TO roptoBasiv NaH COTHUK 3 MAHOM MNUCapeM, WO NMPUCIAHO M
npennucaHie it B HepHiroBs 30 BCel COTHelo i 3ibpaTnch 30 BCiM NpnbopoMm i
y3ATW NPOBNOHTY AN cebe i KoHen Ha ABi HeAini. OT 9K roptoTb MaH COTHUK
y CBIT/IMUI, @ NaH Nucap 3a Noporom, gasni cen i Buragas — 60 BXe Ha

BUragkKun 3aB3ATuUN ByB — Ta N Kaxke:

— Cobnarosonite, NaHe COTHUKY, AaTN MEHi NOBENEe-Hi€ 0
COKPYLUNTENIbHOM NpesioMEHIl CiEl TPUKPATHO OMO-raHiBLLIOI XBOPOCTUHMU, A
)K€ HMHE CYTb Yy paH3i nenopTa, 60 cami colepuaETe ACHUMUN, X04a i He

BMUTUMW, BalLlMMK o4eCaMn, LLO HeyMiCTI/IM €CM 3 HEeK y HepTor Ball.

Mo4vyxaB ronoBy NnaH Ysaacosuy, 4OBro Aymas, Aali U Kaxke:



— Ceb710, No-BalIoOMy, NEPESIOMUTU XBOPOCTUHY; TaK TN-60 KaxkeLl, o ce
B>K€ He XBOPOCTWHa, a 1enopT 06 Hawin COTHI, Tak Wwob Yyacom He byno
HaTPyCKW Big cTapwunx; 60 i cam 300p0OB 3HAELL, WO MaH NMOJIKOBUK NMUcap
LOCb A0 Hac AobupaeTbca i Tak i nigrnaga, wob MoKpuM pssaAHOM Ha Hac

HanacTu.

— He yb6oimcs, He ycTpalimMcs cynocTaTa 30 yceto noro spakaebHoto
cunoto. Cero paauv AOBNIETb HAM NPOTUB HBOIO BYTK MyAPUM i Ci€E NOCNIQHE
pevyeHHoe npennucaHie HeynyCcTUTesIbHO CMNOJIHUTW | TOro A28 nosenu,
BEJIbMO>XHUIM NaHe, Aa COKPYyLY Cito nanuuyt. — Tak, MOKpyYyBaBLUM YCU i OMi
y CTeso yTonmpmseLLKW, Ka3as naH lMicTpsak, a gani 6a4nTtb, Wo naH MnkuTta
NoMy Hi napu 3 ycT, 60 1N JOCi We He BTOPOMas, Lo TON NOMY KaxXke, Ta 1

CKPUKHYB: — Tak namaTtin?

— Ta namaw, naHe nucapto!

Xpycb! MNaH nucap i nepenomMme XBOPOCTUHY. "Tlepe-noMulacs, — Kaxe,
— | C@ HMHI MO>XXY BMICTUTUCSA B YepTor TBiN". — Ta, Cee Kaxkyuu, i yni3 B
CBIT/INUIO, | KNAHAETBLCSA MaHy COTHUKY, i MOAAE NOMY 3 ABOX PYK MO Lyprasky,

i KaXke:

— MNopo3BonbTe, NPUHLMITE!

— Ta Wwo T\ MeHi 0TCe, NaHe NUcapto, TUKaEL Yy BiYi? Yu iX BULLTPUKATH
Xo4eLl, YM Wo? — NUTAETLCA NOro NaH COTHUK, MPUTYJIOYUCL 00 CTiHK, a,
B6oA4nch, ayma: "4Ym He norHae Puroposuy BN'aTb xmmep, gk Byno nicns
nepenoto Ha BeNIMKOAHix cBATKax". — LLLo BOHO Take €? Ka)km MeHi nonpocTy,
6e3 nucobma!

— Cie cyTb, NaHe COTHWUKY, 3aMiCTb CNNCKa HaWol COTHI, — Ka)xe nucap,
— MOro BXXe He BO3MOorax CnucaTu 3a APUXKAHIEM OeCHMLUI MOEs, Bi
rYyMJIEHIA NMUAHCTBEHHOIO 3 BULLEI3'SCHEHHUMIN MOIOANLSAMN, | TOFO pagun
Y38X XBOPOCTMHY i HA Hih HA3HaMeHaX KOEroXX 40 K03akKa, i Ce CyTb BIpHOE
YUCII0: Y KOXKHOMY AeCATLi N0 AeCATb KO3akKiB, a YCiX TaKOBUX OeCATKIB CYyTb



TaKoXXAe OecsaTb, CNifoBaTeNIbHO yCA COTHSA, K cko. Cobnarosonite, NnaHe
COTHUKY, WOT I YYUHUTb MO Cil XBOPOCTUHI i ML EM K NINLLI0 CaMYIO
€CTECTBEHHYIO COTHIO, 3ibpaBlytocsa 6ina nanecTnHmn KyabMumnxm, KpmBoi
LUMHKaPKKW, o4ecamm 060-3piTu.

— Ere, naHe nucapw! — Ka>ke nomy naH Ynacosud. — 1 6, noxxanym,
cobnarosonme, Tak fikiB 6inbl TPMALATU He 3Hato. Jlidm cam i pobu sK
3HAEW, TN Ha Te Nucap; a a yce onicnsa nignuwy, 60 9 Ha Te COTHUK, Wob He

NiYnTKY, a TiNbKW NiANNCYBaTW.

OT i cTaB naH MicTpak NiYUTM; NIYNTL-NIYNUTb, @ Y N'ATIN COTHI 04HOIro
KO3aKa He foniuntbca. "LLlo 3a nputya? — axk CKpMKHyB. — CowmTax, i bynn
yCi, i ce €anH He obpiTaeTbCA. I3Kay i NOKN YYMHIO Nepenuc, XTo 3 orna-
LLUEHHbIX He OaB MeHi i Npen o4i Bawi cTaTu, 6ixka i okpmecA. He xT0, {K,

ynoBaTesnbHO, I/Ibko HanowHa".

OT i niwoB HaABip 00 KO3aKiB Ni4YNTK, @ NaH COTHUK 3apa3 KUHYBCH A0
KapBaTKW 3 OYy/iBKOIO Ta, He BiaAnxato-4um, XXypbu .paan, Ta n BUCMOKTAB ii
Ao4ncTa. AX oCb i MaH PUroposuny 3 CBOIMKU LypriankaMu nise y asepi, i
BeceNeHbKun, i wemnawe, wob BTIWNTM NaHa COTHUKA, | Kaxke: "He XypiTecs,
nobpoaito! Yce Ko3auTBO Halle yKyni, Hi XKOOEeH He MOLBAaHAAB HiKyaAW; OCb
ne BOHW €". | NPUNHABCA NiYNTN, — BN'ATb Yy N'ATIM OeCATKY HEMa Ta 1 HeMa
Ko3aka! K 3aTynoTuTb PUroposuny Horamu, K yxsaTe cebe 3a 4yb, 9K no4vas
KopeHnTwn i baTbKa, i MaTip, | yBeCb poa TOro Npecy4oro CMHa Ko3aka, SKum
XOBAETbLCSA, MOKW BiH JIENOPT yHece y XaTy, A0 NaHa COTHUKA. AK HaaBopi nive,
TaK yCi 0O €QUHOro, a y XaTi slive, ToO O4WH, Ta yce y N'aToMy OeCATKY, TakK i
Le3He, HeHa4ve Noro 3maeHb 3amxe! BepHyBCb NaH MicTpAK 40 COTHI,
nepeniymB KO3akKiB — yCi; BEpHYBCb [0 NaHa COTHUKA, Ni4YNTb N0 XBOPOCTUHI,
IO KOXKHOro no3apy6btoBaB, — KaTMa O0OHOI0; XTOCb YTiK. BN'ATb BEpHETbCA
[0 COTHI, o6 ToMy, XTO XOBa€ETbLCA, F0/10BY NobuTtn, Tak-60 ycCi Akpas, ay
CBITAMLI Mo 3apybkaM HeMa ogHoOro. Ta pa3iB ecsaTb Take nomy byno
npmBuaeHie. Bxxe a)k 3acanascb cepaelHnn, birato4m 3 xaTn To B XaTy, TO 00
COTHI, TO Bif, COTHI, WO BXe 1 NaH Ynacosn4y ybpaBCh i 30BCiM BUPAAUBCH |
BXXE LWankKy y34B, Wwob iTn Ao COTHI, Tak y NaHa nNucapsa OAMH KO3aK yce yTika,



i XTO TaKnn — He 3BiCcHO, 60 yci Ha 360pi i 0ANH OQHOr0 OEPXXUTb 3a MNosC,
W06 He yTiK HiIXTO, MOKM IX N0 XBOPOCTUHI NepenivyyoThb.

— Ta roai To6i, Puroposunyy, wactaTncb. XoaiM Ta yABOX 30 MHOIO
nepeniynmo. Konm TaMm yci, a Ha XBOPOCTMHI HEMa OAHOro, Tak KaT noro 6epwu!
Hexan Tonm i nponaga, abu xuBi yci 6ynn. — Tak cKka3aB NaH COTHUK Ta 1
NPUrNagaeTbCs NUbHO Ha NMCaps, YM 40 AiNa To BiH CKa3aB i Wo 41 He

FPVUMHE BiH HA HbOIO 3@ HICEHITHULIO, SK BOHO 1 YacTo byBa.

Hosro cnyxas ce lNMpokin Puroposuny i nasbLem NoBoAmMB, a gasi 9K
LLMOKHe, K-Nigcko4e, sk KpukHe: "OT ca4 piv oo agina! YTpoboto coxxanito, Lo
TAaKOBOE MeLllTa-Hi€ i3nae i3 rnaBu MOES i yKNOHUCA Yy Aebpi NyCTUHHMA. Ta
BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, AOBJIETb i MONKOBUM cyaneto byTn 3a TaKOBOE
HeorpaHN4YeHHoOEe | MyLPOE PilLEHIE, EFO XKe i a3 He BO3MMIX. XO4iMO e,
6aTbKy! HuHi BO3Becenuncs ytpoba Mos of LiNOCTi COTHI, i, CKOHYaBLUW Aino,

ypeMm's i NOAKpPIinAeHIie BYNHUTIN".

OT i niwnn. Ary! | Haw nNaH COTHUK noseceniwas TPOXN, L0 AKOCb-TO Hi
AYMaHO Hi ragaHo Ta npuaymaB 40 sajy, Ta we 1 Tak, wo n cam lMpokin
Puroposud MicTpSK, KOHOTOMCbKUA COTEHHUW NMUCap, Ta N TOW NOro 3a
BUragKy 3poAy BriepLue noxsanse. A PUroposud ige 3a COTHUKOM, Ta CBOE
raga, Ta gyma: "Ce Ha 6igy BXXe nge, Koam naH COTHUK Ta byae po3yMHilWmnin
MeHe. Halo X nomy i nucap, koauv cam byne i BmaymysaTw, i nignucysatun?
OTce TinbkKu He BUAHO, Wo caMm byae n nmcaTu Ta, MOXXe, N Ha WoTax
BUKMAaTn. Ta He gamcsa-60!.. 4 nomy xyka ycyuy". Miginwnmn oo camoro
LWNHKY Ky3bMULLIMHOIO, @)X TYT i COTHS CTOITb i, NOCKMUAA04u Wwarnku,

MOKJIOHWINCb MNMaHy COTHUKY.

— 3p0poBi bynu, aitn! Yu BCi BU TyT? — CMMTaB iX NaH COTHUK i, Y3SBLUUNCH
y 60okun, obrnsagas ix okoM, HeHave obnivyBaB abo po3rnsaaaB KOXKHOIMO y
NUKY; @ BiH — 9 XX Ka)Xy — 6inblw TpnauaTn Niky He 3HaB, a KO3aKa Hi
OOHICIHbKOro y TBap* (*B nimue.) He 3HaB | He TAMUB, XTO 3 HMX [1eMKO, a XTO

MpoubKo.



— 380poB, 6aTbKy! — TOpOXHYyNa NOMYy rpoMada. — YCi MU TyTe4YKu-34echb
[0 €ANHOTO.

— A nepeniyn, NUcapto, YN He CXOBABCb AKUIN, — NOBeJiBaB NaH COTHUK,

HaAyBLWWUCb, 9K TON CUM.

OT nucapto Puroposudy Bn'aTb 6ina. YCi Ko3aku, i 9K CTYJIMB XBOPOCTUHY
AOKYMnun, Tak i no 3apybkam yci.

— Ta KW XKe TaM YopT MaHApPYBaB, K S yBIXOAMB A0 NaHa COTHMKA? —

KPUKHYB niCTpFIK 3 cepud Ta a>K HOIror TyrHyBs.

— Ta TpuBan nuwieHb, Puroposmnydy! — ckasas NOMY, YCMiXatlo4ncCb, NaH
YnacoBuy. — ApyKe i KO3aKWn yCi, i 3 XBOPOCTUHU Hi XXoaeH He BTikas. Ce Tu K
nepesioMmB XBOPOCTMHY, TaK BOHA Kpa3 Ha KO3aKoBi XxpycHyna. OT Tu,

Aep>xayu ii Ha ABi NOI0OBUHN, TUM OL4HOIO | HEe 40Ni4yBaBCh.

A KO3auTBO, Ce€ clyxato4un, K nigHiMe periT: "Tak-Taku, BEJIbMOXHUN
B6aTbKy, Tak!" — 3Hal Kpu4aTb i KaxkyTb: "OTTakun, bavy, Haw nucap! O!

6opnan noro".

— A 6ofai BM NOKa3WINCh i 3 KO3aKaMW, i 3 XBOPOCTUHOIO, i 3 Nlikamu, i 3
Ha4a/IbCTBOM, — KPWYaB Ha BCIO BYIMLIO PUropoBumY, a caM K He JlonHe 3
cepus. YXonuB TyO XBOPOCTUHY, NoJlaMaB, MOTPOLLMB 1l Ha LUMATO4YKN Ta W
KWHYB KO3aKaM Y Bidi, npurosoptoo4un: —Llyp BaM, nek BaM; oCHa BaM; Hexau
BaM CTOHaAUATb IMXOPALOK i MiBTOPa CTiIbKU XX YMPAYOK i 60Ng40K, Kon
3HaAMNLWOBCh Y>Ke PO3YMHIWnNN MeHe. Hawo A Bam? — Ta 11 no4vas BN'ATb 3
nucbMa: — I3nnay y NyCTUHIO | ycenocs y ropax ApapaTCbKux, y nocaigHix
Mopsa. Lyp Bam!

OT NaH COTHWUK NOro i CNNHUB i, Y3ABLIW 3a PYKY, | Kaxe:

— loai X, Puroposudy, He cepabcs. Ypaau-roan, ooBenocs MmeHi 3 Tebe

NOKenKyBaTu, a TU BXXe N cepanwicsa. A TAMULL, K MeHi NMiACyHYyB J1IernopT, a 1,



HIYOro Nak He BMit04YM NUCaTK, Ta Ha HbOMY CTOpM | Nnignucas. A naH
MOJIKOBHUK i Nignncas, Wo, — KaXXe, — KOHOTOMNCbKUN COTHUK, NaHe MunkunTo,
T €cn aypeHb! Ta g 3a Te Ha Tebe i He cepaMBCS, XO4 TV | AOBro MeHi 06 TiM
JOKJlaan OoKNagaB i B Bidi HAcMixaBcsa. [oai X, roai! Xogimo obioaTtn...

-— Hexawn BaM cen Ta ToM i3 Bawum o0bigom, okpome xniba CBATOrO.
Bonan Ton NogaBMBCh, XTO TakKy MyApaLito MeHi BTAB!.. — 3aMOTaB pykamu
Haw licTpsaK, yce cepasayncCh, Ta N NOTAr, He OrisAayncb, 4O040MY, Ta 1
6opmoye cam cobi: "Moaasunwics, Ak g Tobi ranywky nigHecy... NMigeeay tebe
nig MOHaCTUp... byae y KoHOTONi COTHMK, Ta He 3abpboxa... KNaHATUMYTbCS |
MicTpaky".

-— A HaM Xe fKa nopaga byne? — 3aryam Ko3aku, UBASHUCH, WO yCe IX
Ha4a/IbCTBO YM NepeKasniocCh, YN KaT IX 3HA: NMcap, MOB NiCNA oypMaHy,
noBisiBCb cobi A0A0MY, @ MaH COTHUK MOHYPMB rOJIOBY Ta TEX MOTAr A0 CBOEI
xaTn. OT BepTaloTb NMaHa COTHUKA i MNTAOTbCA, WO 1M pOobUTK i ANA HOro ix

3ibpann?

— A nucnn OiabKo Bac 3Ha! — KPMKHYB Ha HUX MukKuTa Y1acoBuY, Natoum i
B 6aTbKa, i B MaTip. — Llyp BamMm, Big4eniTeckb Big MeHe. Bintecb cobi, kyan
xo4eTe, X04 Ha WmnbeHnuo. Ak 9 NOPSAOK AaM, KOS Nucap ckasmeca? Y
HbOIO SIenopT (Ce NaH YnacoBuy ycsaky bymary y3vBas /1eNOpPTOM, HE BMit04M
BUMOBWTM, Y TaM npennucaHie, 4m wo 6yBano); Hexan, — Kake, — 41 He
NpoCnnTbCS, 60 BiH YaCTO XUMEPU FOHUTb, TaK TOrA4i i PO3TONIKYEMOCH, a

Tenep — HiKoAW. — Ta 1 NilWOB TUXOIO CTYMNOIO A40O0MY.

Ha Te oMBNSYnChb, i KO3aLUTBO PYLUW/IO: XTO Y LUMHOK, XTO Y COJIOMY MiC/A

TakKol MyLITPU CNOYMBaTK; @ iHWI MOTHYJINCb Ha Bropoaun AiB4aT MoJsIoXaTu...

CMyTHWI | HeBecenuin cnais cobi Ha NaBui, Ta BXXe He B CBITAULI, a Y
BEJINKIN XaTi, KOHOTOMCLKWI NaH COTHUK, MukuTa Ynacosuny 3abpboxa,

BEPHYBLUMCH NiCNSA Ornsaay Ko3aubKol COTHI. Jo Toro nmxa, Wo nomy yyopa



Nocun-nosHa OneHa, NaHHa XOPYHXXiBHa, MigHeCNa, MOB TepToi nif Hic kabaku,
nevyeHoro rapbysuys; Wo BiH MiC/9 y4OpalWHbLOro AHA LWe He NuB, He 1B, a TyT
e He Bucnascs; wo Tpeba nomy 36mpaTtnca C CBOEK COTHEID Y NMOX0A, axXK Y
CaMICIHbKWUI YepHIroB; Ta A X Kaxxy, Micsa Takol 6ign we n HoBe Nnxo
3iKN1an0cs oMy, Lo po3cepamnB CBOro COTEHHOro naHa nucaps Npokona
Puroposuya lMicTpsika, a po3cepamBLUNCE, BXKe BiH He Byae HiAKol nopaau
AaBaTun, 9K Ha4aNbCTBO NpuLlie 06 HiM NenopT 4n 9K TaM NOro; TOr4i Wwo
4uHNTU? OT 3 Takoto Bigot Ak Nomy He ByTM CMyTHOMY | HeBecesiomy? Ere!
Cnaountb cobi, cepaeka, y BeNMKin XaTi Ha NaBi, KiHUi CTOMa, r0JI0BY NMOHYPUB
aX TPOXM 41 He A0 KoNiH! CnanTb »e BiH BXXe He 4ac i He ABa... a)XX 0Cb i3

KiMHaTW i 06i3Baslacb 4O HbOM0 HAHbMWYKaA:

— Yoro-60 BK, NAaHNYEHbKY, CYMY€ETE i CMONTE MOBYKN? Y HE Nopa Bxe
naroguntm obigatn?

— He xou4y! — cka3aB Ynacosu4, Ta N 3AUXHYB TSAXKKO Ta BaXXKO Ha BCIO
XaTy, i nignep ronoBy pyKoto.

OT HaHbMMYKa, NOroAMBLLN, | BUALWA 3 KIMHATW Ta, AMBNSAYNCb Ha HbOIO

BeCesIeHbKO, SIK Tas SC0oYKa, | Kaxe:

— A60, MOXe, BM BXe noobiganu, Tak, Moxxe, abo CbKaTUCb xXo4eTe...
abowio?

— He xo4y! — oavH o0ABIT A€ YNACcOBUY | HE OAUBUTBLHSA Ha Hel.
y

MocynuBLLINCHL, BEpHYJlAaCb HAaHbMMYKA Y KiIMHATY Ta N Cina y KyTOK,
BopYaun: "OTTO BXe, MabyTb, 6yB y nona Ta, MabyTb, Tam i 06inaB; 60 BXxe Ti
MoniBHK, X04 A0 KOro, Tak nigi6'totbca". | yce, cnasym cobi, 3Ham KopeHwuna

rnoniBeH.

A MukuTa Ynacosud 3Han cobi cnanTb i AyMa nNpo CBOE. AX OCb... pun!..
XTOCb YBIAWOB Yy XaTy... [laH COTHMK 3MpPK!.. aX TO BBINLLOB He XTO, AK HalLl

Puroposuny. MabyTb, Bincepameca? Hi, BiH He BiacepAmBCs, a NPUNLLOB 3



XUTpOLaMm Ao naHa Mukntu; ocb ciyxanmTe, wo TyT byae... OT, yBinwoswun,

Ta MOBYKM i CTaB 6ins asepen.

He 3panyBaBcs X i NaH YnacoBuy, AK B34PiB LLMPOro CBOro npusaTens, a
nywe TunM, Wwo aymas cobi: "OT Tenepeykn BXXe BiH He CepanTbCs i aCTb MEHiI
nopaay y moin 6igi". Tak Puroposuny-60 He Tyau rHe: sk cTtaB 6ina geepen Ta i

CTaB, i MOBYMTb CODI, i Hi Mapwu 3 yCT HE NYCTUTb.

— Lo ckaxew, Puroposnyy? — nuTaB nucaps naH COTHUK, a TON NOMY

OBIT NA€E, HE CXOAA4YM 3 MiCLLA:

— A Wwo noeennTe, NaHe COTHUKY?

— Ta Hy cobi y 6010710 3 cBOIM cOTHMYecTBOM! Xiba He 3Ha€ELW MOET
HaTypu? MNepen Ko3akaMn Tak S COTHUK, @ TU NUCap; a KOS MU YABOX Y XaTi,
Tak Mu cobi bpaTn. Cinan e, bynemo obigaTn, — Tak Ka3as Y1aCOBUY.

— Oakyto! 4 Bxe obinas. — Ta 1 KMBHYB roJsloBoto PU-ropoBuy, cee

KaXXyuu.

— OTTO BXe 1 bpewe! — Ka)ke COTHUK. — Tak cigan-taku, a obigatumy,
a TV NI OYyNiBKY; WO 3@ MyApa, TOPIWHSA, We TiSIbKKU Ha CiM TUXKHI rno4vanu,

TaK TaM Taka, Wo i N'€Ew — i Xo4yeTbCH.

— I3nnx Tpecyrybyto Yawy 6iacTBiN, — CKasaB, 34MX— HyBLUW, Nnucap, — i
BXX€ He Mory BMicTUTK 6onie CyeTNMBOI AyniBKWY, Ae He Korga obpsaweTbcs BO

yCTaX MOIX KO MOJINHb.

— Ta wo 60 BM, NaHe Nnucapto, — CTaB A0 HbOro COTHUK N06'A3HO
roBOPUTU, — AKOr0 4YopTa i 4OCi HA MeHe aaoM auweTe? 3a BiWo i Npo Biwo? |
caM CTapui uuraH He po3sbepe.

— He nino €cTb, NaHe COTHUKY, COBOKYMAATU hapao-HULbKOE
BCEBOIHCTBO 3 HaMu, NpaBoBipHMUMU. TyT i 6e3 unraHa mo>xHa Bo3rpebie



COTBOPMUTU. Erga nogHecowa MeHi TpecyryboTpeknsaTyo NMHXBY, YOO 4TO €CM
nicnsa cboro? AKn KoHb i Meck! Topy! nave i obave!

— Ta fKa X TaM, naHe nucapto, NMHxBa! OT TiJIbKK WO TV He BTOPOMaB

TIEI NPOKIATOT XBOPOCTUHMN...

— [a nornbHeTb OHa 3 WyMOM B MneLli orHenanawin! A sam 6yno, naHe
COTHUKY, AUBJIAYUCH HA MOE FNyMJIEHIE, MOBYAHIE YYUHUTW | HE NpWY rpomagi,
aKu neB puKatoLlle, BO3HernuwesaTu Ha M's, HO 0ocob MeHe nosBLle, NoBigaTn
Oyno MeHi iCTUHY, Aa He BO3CMIlOTbCA HAaA0 MHOI Halli KO3aKW i PEKYTb HUHI:
“Mncap Haw CyTb OYPEHb, HE BMIB p03ibpaTu, LLLO XBOPOCTMHA CYTb
yaobocokpylwaemasn". Aoxe 1 BaMm aobpe e B CBITAMLI NOBigaB: N'AH 6UX |
He i3TpPe3BUXCA ELLE BO OHOE ypeM's; i alle pyui MOT AporxKalua, akn gpeBecHO
JINCTBIE, TO AKOBa BUCTb rNaBa 30 BCiMN MOMULLIJIEHIT? BUCTb 5K
TPEeBOJIHEHHOE Mope. Toro ana nogobano 6yno BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, BCN'ATb
3ps, MOKPUTK nperpiweHHsa bpaTa BaLIOro; cMpivy yctamMm KO ByXy nosigaTu
NOMY, @ He BO BCE KO3aLbKOE YCJINLLAHIE.

— OTXe, TBOA NpaBaa, Puroposunyy; Tenep 1 i cam 6ayy, O BOHO TaKk €,
— Ka3aB Haw Ynacosuy. A ce 6yno 3aBcerga Tak: wo wo licTpsak He 3ayma,
LLLO HE CKaXXe, TO BXKe MaH COTHUK MepLLUin i Kaxke: "Tak, Tak BOHO €". OT AK i
Tenep NiATaKHYB i, ANBNAYMNCH NOMY B Bidi, No6ayms, Lo ce Puroposnyy — §K
no rybam BapeHMUKOM 3 MacCJIoM; OT i CTaB CMifil 3 HAM PO3roBOPIOBATH i
3awy4dyBaTy, i kKaxxe: — Cigan ke, npusaTento; AKoro-6o Tn 4yopta Tam 6ing
nopora Mas4yuwl, K TOW LyUWK Ha BipbOBLi? AN X, ian; cinanm 6ina mexe; 1
byny obigaTtn, a TV TArHum aynieky. Nasbko! A BHECK NNLLEHb NOBHY HOCATKY
ayniskn! — Bunwna MNMa3bka 3 KiMHaTK i, nepexoasa4dun 4epes BesInKy xaTy,
BXXe BeCeJIeHbKO I1HyJla Ha CBOro naHu4a. A lNpokin Puroposn4y gymas-
AyMaB, fasi cTaB no xaTi XoguTu i cniea cobi nig Hic ncanbmy: "CKioHiTecH,
BiKIW, CO 4Y0N0BIKK"; @ Aani Ak 6pusHe wanky ob 3emto, AK 3anUxHe, Ta 1

NiginwoB A0 NaHa YNnacoBuYya i, 3aKpy4ytodm ycu, CTaB NOMY Ka3aTu:

— €N, iCTUHHO, He Nry. | oa Nno)XpeTb MeHs obLaa MaTep Halla 3eMJis Ha
COHbMULLi, aule 36pely xo4 niBcnoBa. Ha OOBNIETb Hi EAMHOMY HaYa/IbHUKY
yro63eHHsi TBOPUTU CBOIN AECHIN pyLi, CUPIY NMUCapIo; NOHeXXe | NOEJINKY: YCAK



4OJI0BIK iMaTb rnaBy, rziasa iMaTb PO3yM, PO3yM iMaTb BOJIIO, @ Cid peKoMas
BOJISI MOBENIBAETHL | AeCHULEI, i LWYWLLElD, | YCAKUM 4eHOM. Ho Cie cyTb
npukKnag i CMUEeBOE PO3YMiHie: 4O10BIK — KOHOTOMNCbKA COTHSA; rnasa — naH
COTHUK; PO3YyM BO I/1aBi — a3, Mi3epHUiN Nnucap; a3 iMito BOJIKO, CUpiY
hapoBaHie, HanucaTu bymary, Tak Wo Hersi i caM NoJIKOBU NUcap yTHe
nofo6bHyto. Awe ni ybo 4o0BiK HE MOBMHYETbLCSA M1aBi, yHe T €CTb... TaKOXXAe
i CNaBa po3yMy; BO OHOE ypeM's iMaTb BUTi CM'ATeHi€ | cogporaHi€e; Tako i 34i;
alle COTHSA He iMaTb MOBUHYTUCS MaHy COTHUKY, a Cenl BOMpPeKU iMaTb
TBOPUTU MEHi Xy>KALleMy i, Lo naye ycboro, He rMpuKkpmuBaTn NOro He3HaHin,

HO ewe i rnymmnTnca? One! nowo A 1 Ha CBiTi Nnpebusato?

Ta, HaroBOPMBLLM TAaKOro, CiB Ha JIAaBKY i PyKOIO NiANepcsa Ta N XXYpUTbCA.
A MuUKWUTI YNnacoBu4y NOro i XXaJlko CTaso i Ka)ke Nnomy:

— Konu npaBay, 6paTuky, CKa3aTu, TO 9 He BTOPONaB HiYOriCiHbKO, L0
oTCe TU MeHi po3ka3as; 60 ce, 6a4, 3 NUCbMa, a TV 3HAEW, WO A NOr0 HE BTHY
i LLLO BOHO MEHI 3apa3 3aBauTb, K XTO 3 HUM 40 MEHe MnigBepHeTbCs. 3ainan
Xe opyx0by, He cepAbCs Ha MeHe, Ta 3 cepus He roBOPU MeHi 3 NnCbMa, a
Ka>Xun nNpocTo. TyT i Tak, He Tobi Ka)ky4du, NMXO Ta LWe 3 JINXOM, a TyT Wwe 'y
noxof iTn. OCb fasan Npo ce TOJIKYBaTUCh, LWLO HaM Mo TOMY JiernopTy
pobuTwu...

— YopT3Ha-LWo B/ roBOpuUTE, — 3aroMOHIB NMcap Ha NnaHa COTHUKA, — YK
nono6a€eTb XKe OT HavyasbCTBa A0 NOAYUHEHHOCTI NMMcaTn nenopT? MNoBeniHie.
HecmeTHOE MHO>XeCTBO pa3iB Ka3ax BaM, i ce yce BCYE.

— Ta yce X To nenopT, He wo Binbw. {1 paa, Wwo 1 nenopT BUTBEPAMUB, a
APYroro, Wo Th Ka)Kell, Tak 9 He BMMOBJI. Tak KaT ix 6epu 3 nenopTamm, a
OT LaBan TOB-KYBaTUCb, K Y NoXo[ 36upaTucb. AXKe COTHA ycs, To 1 fobpe;
HY, OaJiblU KaXXu, wo pobutun?

— 'm, rm! — cTaB KawnaTn PUroposuy, K 3ranas, K BiH NiYNB COTHIO.

OT i cTas nig HLOro NigKonyBaTUCh, LWOO NaHa COTHWUKA BTOMNUTK, @ CaMOMYy...



Hy, Ta He 6ynemMo nonepen po3ka3lyBaTu, a ClyxaTUMEMO, ik TaM Byno; oTxe

BiH | Ka>ke: — LLlo noBennTb NaH COTHUK, Mato HEBMYCTUTEJNIbHO CIMOJIHATHW.

— Ta 34inam MmunocTb, Puroposuyy, rogi MeHi cboro goknagaTtn! — Kasas
MaH COTHUK Ta 1 ciga 3a cTin, 60 MNMa3bka BHecNa obigaTn i NOBHY HOCATKY
ayniskn. — Cigan, — Ka)ke, — 30 MHOIO; @ KOJIM He X044 06igaTun, Tak TArHK

AyniBky Ta 06 ginax meHi He OoKy4an.

OT coTHUK MoBYKM obiga€, a Nncap cuais-cnais, MOB-4aB-MOBYaB, Aalli 3a
JIOXKKY, Ta y TY XX MUCKY... Ta 1/ NMo4vas, siK BiH Ka)xe, COKpyLlaTn nepLu dopuy,
rapsyuin 3 yCAKOI0, MiJIKOIO pUOKOto, Ta MWOHAHY Kawy Ao oJil, Aani
3axo0s104>KyBaHUM 60opLL, 3 IMHAMK, @ TaM OLWKY 3 MUHbKaMun Ta 3
NWeHNYHUMN ranywedykamm, Ta neyeHi kapaci, Ta 6inbL i HiYoro. Xo4 Halwl
Puroposuy i 0b6igas ooMa He MeHL TOro, Wo Tenep iB i B NaHa COTHUKA, Tak
NOMY Ce HIYOro: BiH y AsiKa Y LLIKOJi BYMBCSA, TaK 3a ronoc, wo dyno Ak Ha
obigax nigHiMe, Tak K TOW A3BOHUK, Ha YCIO BYJIULLIO Yy TH, WO aXX y ByxaxX
NAWNTb, Tak NOro NaH aAsk 6yno no obigam i BOANUTbL; TO 3 HAM MPUBYUBCS |
Haw Puroposwuy, i noMy He cTpawHo Byno xo4y WicTb 0bigis 06igaTn; Tak TUM-
TO i3 Ynacosuyem, 9k noba4ms nobpy cTpaBy Ta e 3 CBiXOK pnboto, Tak i

NPUMHABCb MOJIOTUTU, HEHAYe e HIYOro 3paHKy i He IB.

Ak iB, 1B fobpe, Wo axK 3a ByxaMun nawasno, gaji CXonme HOCaATKY Ta, He
Ha/IMBaloyM y KapBaTKy, TaK 3 Hel yClo AyniBky i Buuiavse. [lani, ycTaBwmn 3-3a
cTony, noaskyesas bory i xa3siHy, CiB Ha NaBLi, BUKALLIABCb, YCU PO3raamB i

Kaxxe:

— [obpusa pagn Tpanesn i NPeoTMIHHUA OyNiBKW Npe-[ato BULLHOMY
3abBeHito npuckopbie Mmoe. [la He NOM'AHETLCA K TOMY TpeknaTas
XBOPOCTMHa, NPEeNoOMJIEHIEM CBOIM NoxmTmeLLag byno egnHoro Kosaka. Lyp in!
Ha npebyneTb BoHa Tpecyrybo aHaxTeMa NMPoKAsTa i Aa 3ropuTb B NeLli
Xannencbkomn, a e ny4vye, ik B T’MEHHI OrHeHHIN. [laBan e fi/10 roOBOPUTH i
Aino Teoputn. fa 6byneTb BaM, naHe fobpoaito, BigOMO, O HaM HEBO3MOXXHO

y noxof suctynatu! O! —— i no4aB KapJilouKun rHyTu.



— Wo! — ax CKpWKHYB naH YnacoBu4 3 pafoLuis i niabir 4o Hboro, Wwob

BUMNTYBATW, | KaXke: — AK e ce Mo>XXHa? A nenopT?..

— Ane! BN Taku yce cBOe! —— Kaxxe Puroposuy. — Bam Xxo4 Kisl Ha rososi
Tewwu, To B BacC yce nenoptT. Hy, gaapma! Xo4 61 BOHM K HE po3nncysanu, a

HaM He MO>XHa WTU: HaM He CyTb YA06HO, HaM Hikou!

— A YoMy XX HaM Hikonn? 3ainan noboB, PO3>KYN MEHI | CEE C/IOBO: YOMY

HaM Hikonun?

— 'm, rm! — BuKawNaBLWKCE | NogyMaBLLK, CKa3aB Puroposuy, — sskoBas
HaM CONPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb A0 YepHirosa i A0 caMOl NOJIKOBOI CTapLUHK, alle

MNP BeCb NornbaeTs?

— Sk ce T0? — 3/19KaBLWNCb, NTaB NaH Mukuta. — Big Yoro mup nornba?
LLlo > ce Take? 9, KOHOTOMCLKUN COTHMK, Ta 1 He 3Halo, Wo Mup nornba? Ta
Kaxun-60, 6yab nacka, Big 4oro BiH nornba i 4n He MOXKeMO Noro AKk-Hebyab
obopoHuTK abo nignepTn?

— MorubaeTb! — 3aMxHYBWN, Kaxe MMicTpsaK. — BCiM 3pALwmMm i
OVBYIOLLMMCS, HIXTO »XKe 0 NOMOLLI He paguTb. 3piTe, NaHe COTHUKY
Ynacosuyy, i ykacantecsa! Tpu ceamMmuui i non JoXAb He crnage, i 3eMnsa He
opoxaucs, i Hebo 3akYNCS; BCA nepeTBopuLlacs B Npax i nenen, BCs
npo3a6beHris i3coxowa, i EANHaAN NUIb HOCUTBLCA Y HaLLIN BCENEHHIN | — 0, rope
MHi, rpilUHMKY! — NWUNb Ci BOO-BOPAETLCA B HEMOPOYHIM 0CesTi HOCI MOEM |
DINCTBYETb YMXAHIEM, NOAOOHO akn 61 OT HIOXHOBEHIS HECTEPMUMUS |
TpeoKasAHHUA — Tby! Kabaku, OT Hes e YnUCT Bux i HenopoyeH oT yTpobun
MaTepe Moeqa o 34i. O rope!

— Tak Big 4Yoro TyT Mmpy nornbaTtn, — Ka3aB NaH 3abpboxa, — KON TN,
rnaHe nMcapto, YxXaeLw?..

— Ane! yxaew! — NOKpPyTMBLLN rONIOBOIO, Ka3aB PUropoBmy. — YxHeTb i

He TiNbKW 4, Ta X04 b1 caM NONKOBUIA NUCap, Ta WO W Ka3aTu: YXHe i HaLw



HaWSACHIWWNA | HANBENbMOXXHILLWI NaH reTbMaH, K OHada 3/7loMep3kKasa Kabaka
BO3MHI3AUTbLCA Y HOCi MOro ACHOBEJIbMOXKHOCTI, a 1i, OKasiHHOI, nofobie CyTb
cuueBas Nuib, BITPOM Bo3MeTaeEMad. | aule He COTBOPUM BHE3arMHoOro
000>XX[OEHif, yce i3CoXHeTb i mornbHeTb! 3esi€ i 3nak i3B'aQHETDL, | He byaeTb
XnibeHHOro Npoi3pocTaHia; Torai i MM He TOYUIO BO3AVXAEM, HO | yMpPeEM OT
rnaga i Xa>au BHe3arnHot cMepTito. PO3yMHO BaM peKy: noaoba€eTb
040XXANTN BiaCTBYOLWYO 3eMIt0 Hawwy!

— OTXe, A TiNIbKN Yepe3 gecaTe-N'aTe yToponas, WO TW, NaHe nucapto,
MeHi ropopuLl. A>Ke TU KaXkell, Lo Aowy B Hac Hema? Tak wo bynemo
pobuTn? Y MM MOXKeMo cuam HebecHi 3HaTn i MoXxeMo 3pobuTuk, Wob AoLui

nwnmn?

— Moxxemo! — 3aKpunyaB Ha yClo XaTy Haw [MicTpaK, a gani 9K CTyKHe
KYJIJAaKOM MO CTOJY i e Ay>XX4Ye KPUKHYB : — | Makn peky, MOXXeMo.

— A KaXXu, Ka>ku, naHe nucapto, 9K? A i KOHOTONCbKUA COTHUK, a LLOCh |

[0Ci CbOro He 3Hato, — NMUTaB NaH 3abpboxa.

— BHumanTe, naHe coTHuKy! Ta, byabTe nackasi, MUKUTO Ynacosuy,
yToponanTe, WO A BaM Ka3aTuMmy, wob MeHi No gecaTb pa3iB HE TOBKTM BaM
0OHOro. € Ha CBITi HevYecTmBUi 6abun, YasaTeNbHO OT NMJeMeHe XxaHaaHCbKOro,
MO TOJIKOBAaHIIO, KAHANIbCbKOr O, iXXe Baawacsa Beenb3eBy-ny i noro
BiCOBCbKOMY MyAPOBaHIlO, i iMyTb Yrpa>kAeHi€ Y BiAbOMCTBI, XK€ HOYHUM
ypeEMEHEeM, HaM BO3JIeXaLUUM i CNAALWMM, Cil HeHYeCTUBUI iICXOO0Thb i3 AOMOB
CBOIX i, BO3A4iBLIE Ha cA 6inyto COPOYKY, PO3MyCKatloTb BJACKU CBOI, KO
BesbONIOXII, i, Npueawe 00 COCiACbKUX i APYrux xuntenen npebmnsaHin,
YBXOLIOTb Y KPAaBHULLIO, MPOCTO pe-Limn, XNiB, | iMaloTb TaMO KpaB, | 40ATb i 1X, i
KPOTKMX 0BeYaT, i buctpoHornx kobmnumup, i cyk 3s1aro cobadvoro icyagis, i,
4YTO peKy? BO34050Tb APANINBUX KilLOK, Bpe-AOHOCHUX MULLEN, PO3TJIIHHMNX
ab... | yCAKO€E amxaHie nonsyuiee i ckavyuiee, iMyLLLEE MIIEKOBMICTUMUSA
YCTPOE-HIifl, OSATb IM TOKMO HEYEeCTUBUM i3BICHUM XYL0>XeCTBOM; i cobpaBLun
yCi Cii Mneka, onaBosibCbKMM 06asiHIEM Npe-TBOPAOTb OHOE Y Yapu i abue
NPOI3BOAATbL YCe N0 CBOEMY HaMipeHilo, SKO-TO: BUKpPaAalTb CCYLLNX
MnageHuiB 3 yTpob MmaTepHuX i BlaratoTb YB oHMS abo xaby, abo muwy, abo



ELLE | LWeHS; MoCcensanTb BpaXxKay i po34op NPOMIXK Cyrnpy>XHbOro npebuBaHis;
BO36Oy>XAatoTb JIIOOOBHOE NPEKJIOHEHIE Y IOHOLWLI K iBi OT OHUSA K OHOMY, |
npo4Yee 3710 HeyaobopeKOMOE; a Naye yCbOro, 3aTBOPAOTb X196 HebecCHII |
BOCMpeLlatoTb A0>XXOEBi OpoLIaTK 3eMJ1i0, Aia NOrmbHEeTb poa HYOI0BIYECHKUN.
Y1 NOHATHO BaM Tenepeyku, 4obpoaito, BiAKiNb Cid HaNaCTb MOCTMXKE Hally
NanecTuHy, SKO He iMaMn Hi Kpanni gowy, Aaxke i 4o aHecb? HyTe-60, He

nosixanTe Ta KaXiTb: YM YPO3yMinn rnarosiaHie Moe?

— Adakwe? Xo4 i no... 3i... Xato, a BXXe ypo3yMiB. Ty 0TCe MeHi po3Ka3yBas.,
O B HAC 41 OOLLY HeMa, 4n LWo?

— Tak, Tak. Ho 4yepe3 Koro cie 6uctb?

— Yu yepes... xab, yn... Yepe3 Koro... f LWOoCb He PO3C/yXaB.

— Ta akux Tam xab? Yepes BiabOM, Yepes BiAbOM, peKy BaM.

— Ta uyp iM, He cnoMuHam ix MeHi, NnaHe nucapto! Xo4 fo Beyopa i
[aneko, a K HaNaKa€ELW MeHe, TO YCIO Hi4 Byaly )xaxaTuUCb | He cnaTuMy: yce
BiaboM byny 6osaTucs.

— Ta HaM He Noaoba€Thb IX yCTpalwaTuCs, a AOBJIETb iICKOPEHATU A0
TPeTbOro poay.

— 9K e Tu ix, Puroposuyy, ckopeHunw? T 3a Hel, a BOHa NepeknHeTbCA
KNybKoM, KnHeTbcsa Tobi nig Horu, 3i6'e Tebe Ta n wesHe. Xiba x He ByBa
CbOro? Ym Mmasno cTapi N1toamMm Takoro po3KasyTb, TakK L0, HACYXaBLWUCh,
LIy HiY ApUvXXaKn cnaTu He fanyThb.

— He Toumto cTapii noaun, HO i a3 MoXKe BaM NOBIAATM NMPO TaKOBOE
rAyMaeHie. EQUHOXAN, BEYOPY CyLly, NapybouTBo dwWwa M's i noBegoLla Ha
BEYOPHULUI, iAi>Ke A00X0M, ryNSXOM A0BOJIbHO, @ NnxoMm 6e3 Mipu, ENnkKo
MO>Kaxy; i ELle MeHi y TBepAOCTi Cyuly, i4oX Y CBOE Mic-TonpebuBaHie, i, He
A0X0OALWY MU XVXKMHWU CTapoi LUnm-6annxun, BHe3any nig Ho3i MOi Bepxxecs



HIYTOCb; r/1aBa MOS 3aKPY>XXUCH, | a3 WwaTaxcsa i MoTaxcs CiMo i 0BaMO i, He
MOryLly MU yaep>XaTucs, NagoxX aku Kiaga i ycrnox, i cnax TaMo HeBUXXUM,
aKn MepTB, AoHAEeXe BO3CiA yTpo. CMe XX BUCTb He IHOE, IKO HAaBOXKAEHIE
npeokasaHHoI BiabMun. MonobaeTb ybo ix fobpe NpUBTIOXKNTY, Oa i3/IMOTb
[OX/[b i3 CBOIX COKPOBEHHOCTEN i la OPOCATb 3EeMJII0.

— 51K )Ke HaM, NnaHe PuUroposunyy, 3a HUX y3STUCb, LWOO BOHN BEPHYIN
Aouwi i wob Ham He Hapobunum onicnsa AKoi KanocTi?

— He ycTpawunmcs i He yboimca! — cka3aB naH MicTpak. — bnakeHHus i
BiYHMSA CNaBu LOCTOMHUA NaM'aATi, MPICHOMOMUHAEMUIA POAUTENb Ball | OTelb,
Ynac NaHacoBunY, BeneninHMm naH CoOTHUK npexpabpoi KOHOTOMNCbLKOT COTHI,
€Ero XXe MyapoMy yrnpasJieHilo yCa BCesleHHaa AMBYBaca — i Aa MNOYNETb HaL
HUM 3eMna NepoM, — Ton 3 cumm babamum erMneTCbKUMK, NPOCTO peLun,
BiAbMaMu, ynpaBnascsa 6bnarovyecTtmBoMynpeHHo. [LosnieTb i BaM, fobpogiio,

No NPUMipy OHOMY HEBMYCTUTEJIbHO COTBOPEHIE YHYMHUTW.

— A WO X NOKINHNI NaHOTELb 3 HAMKN POBUB? Ka>kn N1LLIEHb, MOXE, i 5

TeX 3yMmito 3pobutun?

— YacTonoMmMHaeMunim oTeub Ball IX BO3XuWalle iy pidui Tonnawe. Auwe
Kasa CyTb BibMa, Ta He Norpsa3HeTb Ha AHO PIYHOE, aule i KaMeHb XXepPHOBHUN
Ha BUI €9 NPU-4ErJIOTb; alle XXe Hernpu4acHa eCTb 311y cemy, abue

norpsasHeTb y BoAi. [loBeniTb, NaHe COTHUKY, YU TOMUTb iX?

— Ta TonuTb Ix! Hawo negawo »anysaTb? — pilIvB Y1aCcoBUA.

— Bbnaro ecTb, — KaXxe nucap, — yTpy CyLly NOBEJIO yCs YCTPOITH, AKO
»Xe obuyanm Npu TakoMy Ka3yci byBa€eTb, i yce byneTb 6naroninHo; a y
YepHiros Bxxe He nigemo?

— Ta Hi, naHe nucapto, He nigemo. TiNbKW... K 61 BIAKPYTUTUCH Big HUX?



— Ta BiAKPYTMMOCS, NaHe COTHUKY; | cero paan abmne HemenniHHO
MOLLJIEMO FiHUSA NiLLKKW, KPUBOTO INbka XBep-nyuweHKa, Aa WwKaHanbaeTb Ao
BULLLLIOIO Ha4YasibCTBa 3 JIEMOPTOM, LLIO HAaM HE MO>XHa Y MOX0o[4 iTW, 3aHexe
Mn obave Norpy>xaemo BigboM y 6e34Hy Haloro CTaBKa, i>ke WaTbCH
norybnTn yBeCb Mmnp, COKpuUBLLE A0XAb Y COKPO-BEHHOCTAX CBOIX.

— [obpe, nobpe, NnaHe Nucapto, 0TCe MU AyXXe Myapo nNpuaymanu. 14iTb
>Xe Ta NULWITb S1enopT, a A WoCb, PO3rOBOPIOKYM 3 BaMU, KPINKo cnaTun
3axoTiB. MaB 6yf10 po3ka3aTu i Npo cBoto Bigy, Tak He 34yXKalo, TaK i KyHSIO...

— Tak Ka3aB NaH COTHUK, KPINKO MNo3ixato4u.

Ocb Mpokin Puroposuy NilwoB NopsaaoK AaBaTu, K 3aBTpa BiAbOM
TONUTY, @ MUKKUTa YNnacoBuY Nir CnoYneaTb Ta Hanepen Tpoxa 4Yu N He

CbKaBCb.

Ha pyKy KOBiHbKa HalloMy nany icTpsky. 3pobume 3 MaHOM COTHUKOM, L0
nomy Tpeba Byno i Horo NOMy faBHO XOTINOCL. [MoWKNB Yy AYypHI, NiaBiB, WOb He
C/lyxaB NpeanncaHia Ha4asbCTBa, HE NWOB Yy YepHirie, MoXe, Big TaTap abo
BiA NAxiB BiAOMBATNCh; @ NOKN KPUBUIA XBEPJTYLLLEHKO 3 OOQHOK HOIOto
AowkKaHanba i Ha4anNbCTBO NPOYMTa NENOPT, WO NaH KOHOTOMNCLKUNN COTHUK,
3aMiCTb gina, NPUNHABCH BiAbOM TONUTW, NoAyMa, WO BiH TO 6yB HEPO3YyMHUNA,
a TO BXe 1 30BCiM 04ypiB... "[1eBHO, NOro 3MiHATb, @ COTHUKOM
HAaCTaHOBNATb... BXXe X Hikoro 6inbLl, Sk meHe". Tak ayma cobi Puroposud; Ta
KaXMKHYBLLW, K NaH ASK, 36Mparyncb YnTaTu NOayHOLWHULUL, AyMa: "l
yparosum 6abam i MonognuaM, XTo MeHi AKyCb KanocTb pobus, abo... Tee-
TO... He COTBOpMLLA MNOC/YLUAHIS... 3HA0 TAKIBCbKUX... YCIM Bigas4y,
nosanosickyto ix gobpe! Cnacmbi, Wo Min gypeHb rHe wnto i nize y 6igy, K Bin
y apmo. Tenep, MNpokone, Tinbkn naHan!" Oani 3aMxHyB, Ta caM cobi ax
FOJIOCHO CKa3ag: "3ino Ang Haworo bpaTynka, XMTPOro Ta PO3yMHOro
nucaps, Nobe3HOE AiNno €CTb, Erga Ha4yaNbCTBYOWMNA TaKUM AYPEHb, SK Hall
npicHonoMmnHaeMuin NnaH 3abpboxa! He ocKydi€e i gecHuUA, i wynus, i

BOCMOJIHAETBLCA KULWIEHS | CKpuHA. He BMeHLWwn, 6oxxe, TakiBCbKux!"

v



CMyTHO i HeBeceo byno pa3 ypaHui y c/laBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCTEYKOBI
KoHoToni. Xo4 00 CXop4 COHUS, NOKW e N MiCALb He rapa3f CXOBaBCh, i
NiAHABCb OyNo Mo yciM ByNMUAM roMiH, BiraHHA, KpuK, ranac; Ta n CTUxno, i
yBe€Cb Hapoj wWe3, Tak Wo Hi No xaTaMm, Hi N0 BY/IMUAM HEMa HIKOTICiIHbKO, MOB
Yy WVHKY Ha BeJIMKAeHb nepen ByTpeHeo. TiNbKN 1 4y Tu, L0 KOPOBU CKiNbKIN
€ AYXY PeBYTb, 3aTUM Xa3ANKN He NAYTb IX A0ITU i He AyMatoTb BUraHATN 1X
00 Yyepenun; TensaTta no XJiBusaM, Yyto4u, WO IX MaTKN PEBYTb, MEKAIOTh |
nogatTb rosoc, HiIbu NpocaYnCh, WoO i iX WemaLLe BUNYyCKasin; OBEYKN
MeKeKaloTb; KO3u cobi Texx 3a HUMU, Ta TyrnoTATb, Ta BiratloTb NoO 3aropodi,
LWYKaTb, Kyan 6 TO BUCKOYMTM i 3@ cOo60t0 0BEeYaT NOBECTU; KOHI PXXYTb Ha
yce ceJlo, aXk JIyHa no 30pi nae; No xJiBusM rycu rerekatoTb, Kadkm
KaXKaloTb, KBOYKUN KYyAKyAaKaloTb — 60 yCcsaKee aunxaHie 6e3 4onoBiyoi
MOMOLL CTPaXkaa; a Yylo4um Takuin reant, cobakm To bpexanun, a TO BXXe CTanum
BUTW; Mafli OUTUHATA, TakKi, WO We He 34Y>KalTb XOAUTN, Na3AaTb KPYr CBOEI
3anepTol XaTu Ta, y4ennBLINCh PyYEeHATaMUN 3a NPUCNY, CUIKYIOYAUCH,
NigHIMETBCA Ha HOXKEHSATa Ta 3Hanae Ha NPUCni CKINo4Ky, Ta, Y3ABLUW Y POT, |
CMOKYe 3aMiCTb KIiCTKN, Ta AK CTaHe y pyKax il MOBOPOYYBaTU, HE BAEPXKUTLCA
Ta... MJOCb BN'ATb HA A0MIBKY, Ta 1 3anjaYe; a TyT LyueHs, xoaa4m 6/nM3bKo,
3HaewWw, i cobi ronoaHe, niginge Ta n 06aN3ye CNi30HBKN | Kpan Hoca, i B pOTI
A3MKOM BUIMXKE, TO TYT AUTUHA, HE BMitOYN 0OOPOHUTUCS Bif LYLLEHATH, LLEe
AYy>X4e 3aroslIoCuTb, AyMato4n, o xTo-Hebyab NnpmnbixKnTb Noro obopoHNTH i
06iTepTh... Tak Wwo x 60! XaTn No ycbOMy MICTEYKOBI N0O3aNMPOBaHi; BO3MU,
nnyrn, 6opoHun, pana, ae 6ynn 3Bevopa NoHaNaroa>KyBaHi, Tak cobi i cToATs;
BOJ1X, MOIBLUN CBOO COJIOMKY i 6bavaum, WO HiXTO IX He HanyBa i He 3anps4ra,
no3puHanu i niwan cobi No ByAMuaM i Ae He B3pATb Kasnavnkm abo pomeH i

yCcakum byp'ssHeUb, TO TaM i NACyTbCA...

Bina noakoBoT WKOAM — xo4 61 To6i oanH wkonap! | naH CnmeoH,
A0XKNAOakuM iX, XoaAnTb Bing WKon, Naroasa4mMcb Ha NOXOPOHM | CMOMMHAYN
NMpo KyTito 3 MegoM, Ta NUJIbHEHbKO MPU3NPAETLCA Ha ABip cTaporo Kupuka,
LLLO BYOPaA BXXEe | MACNOCBATIE HAZ4 HMUM MPaBWIIN, TaK YN HE KYPUTbLCH B HHOIO 3
Tpybwu, Wo, Moxxe, Bxe i 06ig BaptoTb, KON BXe BiH BMep; Tak 6a! i Tpyba He
KYPUTbLCSA, | Y ABOPI HIXTO He LIACTaETbLCA.



"Ekxe, ekxe! Hernm Bo3CTaHeTb o4 ogpa 60ni3Hi?" — ayma naH CMMEOH i
pPO3Cy>XAa, Xo4s841 No HAABIp'to, AKi TO /l0AW Ternep Tyri Ha 340pOB'A Ta
NOBrOBiYHI CTanu; CoOM'aHe NPo xosiepy, AK-To iM Torgi 0yno Mmyaopo »utu, Ta
3QUXHE Ba)KKO, yBinAe y XaTy Ta 1 CTaHe Pi3KM B'A3aTK Ha LWKONAPIB, 0O
Had KNM-Hebyb cepLe CBOE 3irHaTu...

Mo Broponam byp'sHeUb i BE/INYEHbKWI, Ta HIXTO XX TO MOro i He gyma
MONI0OTU, XO4 Canku i nexxaTb 6ina HbOro; a NPoOMeXX rpAa0K 3 po3Cafotlo Ta
BypsikamMum Ta Npo4voro oBOLW O Aobpe CNpaBnsflOTbCA, XPIOKayK, CBUHI 3
nopocstamy, i bangyxe, wob wWo-Hebyab xa3ankamM 30CTaBUTU: yCe
NOBUIAAIOTL | HOCOM KOMalTb TaKi HOBI rPAAKM, LLO JINXa MaTepi Onicaa HUX
Xa3aMKa iy ABa OHA Yy Nafd He fgoBefe; a Tenep HikoMmy ix i BurHaTtn, 60 Hema
HiKOro... Ta  Wo TO: i y CaMnX WMHKaX NYCTiCIHbKO; WNHKap gpiMa i cobi, Ha
nagi, 60 HIKOriCiHbKO, He TO WOo6 ropinky NUTKU, Ta N XXIHKK 3 HEBICTKaMM
HeMa, TaK TUM-TO HIXTO NOMY He BOpPOHUTL i ApiMaTK; NOCYyANHA B HLOTO, AK
e 3Be4Yopa nornepecrnosickyBaB Ta NOPO3CTaB/AB, TaK BOHaA i CTOITb, i HIXTO

HEe HaBEPHEeTbCS Y LUMHOK i HOrolo...

Ta 4yoro X Ue Tak y CJ;laBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCTe4YKOBI, Y KOHOTORI, Yoro
TaK CTasi0 TUXO i CMYTHO, LLO HE YYTW HISKOro Hi Bi KOro rnacy? | Hi Ha ogHiIn
BY/INLi HE 30CTPIHEL Hi 04HOro 4Y0J10BiKa, HEHaYye — Hexawn 6or Munye! — yci
N0AN Y YCiM MiCTeYKOoBi NoBMUpaan, abo — i To He fly4yye CMepTi — KPUMChHKI
TaTapu noxananan? [le ce BOHW NoAiBanChb, WO NoBiabiranu i xa3ancrea
CBOrO, i AiTOYOK MaHeceHbKNX? Ta Hexan by BXKe XIHKW: IM X04 LiJINA OEHb,
3ibpaBLUNCh Yy Ky4y, TEPEBEHI NPaBUTK, a L0 MY>XNKWN iX Ta aiTn 6e3 obiaa,
Tak TO IM i JapMa; a TO X i Hi OAHOr0 4YOJ10BiKa y Ceni HeMa, Ta Wo To: i Takol
AVTUHNK, Wo BXe bira, i Takoi He 30cTpiHew!.. [l1e XX To BoHW €7 Ere! AX reHn-
reH yci 3ibpanncsa Kpyr cTaBka Ta N AMBAATBLCA... A Ha BilLO OAMBNATLCSA, TakK
ram, ran! Takoro npuesnaeHis HaBpAL Y1 € XTO Y HaLWLIOMy ceJli CaMUin CTapun,

wob TamumB, ske Tenepeydka byne B KoHoToni... Ta Wo X Tam Take?

MNecepepn cTtaBy ybUTO HOTMPW Nani TOBCTEHbKMX, @ Yropi NO3B'A3aHO
BipbOBKAMM Ta BN'ATb AKOCb-TO XUTPO Ta MyApO NeperlyTyBaHO; Ta Y KOXHIN
nani yropi gipka npogosbaHa i Tyamn BipboBKa NMPOCYyHyTa... A N0 CTaBKy

i34ATb NtOON Y YOBHAX, @ BOHM He pubanku, 60 B HNX HA YOBHaX He CiTi i He



B'ATEPI, @ TeX BipbOBKMW... A L0 Ha Bepesi, Tak TaM-TO OTTO yBeCb Hapog i3
C/IaBHOI0 COTEHHOro MicTedyka KoHoTona iwe 3ibpaBcCb, K i COHUE He
cxogwuno, i Micaub Herapaspg 3anwos... OT TaM-TO | MaTepi, WO NoOKMaanm i
XaTwn, i MAHEeHbKUX OiTOYO0K, | MOPOCATOK, | NTULIO, | KOPOBOK, i MO NnevYam He
Tonunu. OT TaM-TO i YONOBIKWN, LLO MOKMAAN OOMA HEOYXUX XKIHOK | CKOTUHY
i no3abysanu, wo Tpeba y none ixaTtwn... Yci, yci nosbupannca oguBnutuncs, sika
TyT 6yne npossa...

Ta ymmano X ix TyT i 6yno! | no Bcbomy bepery, i Kpyrom no ropbukam, oT
K 3epHa Yy MiWoK HabpaTu, Tak iX Tam TicHO Byno. A xnonui Ta nignapyboui,
KOTPUM i3-3a NII0OEN HIYOro He BUAKO, TaK a)k Ha Bepbu nosnasunnm i BKpuan

X, MOB Ti FaJikWu...

A KpVK, a roMiH Big Toro Haponay, 6ate4ykun! HeHave Boga WyMUTb, K Y
noBigb rpedsito Npopse: yci, yCi pa3oM roBopsTb, i HIXTO HIKOro He ciyxa, a
BXKE HIXTO, AK HaWwi XIHOYKM-LOKOTYxn! OT TaM-TO i LUMHKApPKa 3 HeBiCTKaMun
CBOIMU, WO 6€3 HMX TiNIbKW LUMHKaPEeBI i BACNATUCh; FOBOPATh, Webe4yTs,
PO3Ka3YylThb: XTO B4Opa OyB y HUX Y LLUMHKY, HA CKiJIbKM BUMNUB 3a rpoLUi, Ha
CKiNbKK XTO HAabOp y35B, XTO O 3aCTaBUB, XTO 3 KM i K MOSAsaBCA, KOro
NpUULLIIA XXIHKA Ta 3aHsAMa 3 LWWMHKY, XTO XIHKY Y MOTUINLIO NOrHAaB i O4iMnoK 3
Hei 36uB, L0 BOJIOCOM Ha BCHO BYJINLIIO 3aCBiTWUNa; K AiB4aTa, 0bMaHo4n,
3aMicTb byuiMmTo 6aTbKOBI, A5 cebe KynyTb FOPiSIKy Ta No Bropoaam
HULWEeYKOoM 3 napybkamu n'toTb, Ta, NOHANMBABLLWCA, NepeKknganncs Ta
6oponncsa Ta... "logdi-60! He yce po3ka3yn!" — 3aroMoHina WMHKapKa Ha
HEeBICTKY, TakK Ta 1 3aMOBKJ1a; a LWOCb, MabyTb, Aobpe xoTina KasaTwu...

A Tam, 3 gpyroro KiHus, kpan sep6, WKonApi 3aMicTb TOro, wob y wkony
NTU Ta KOMY 3 4acJIOBLSA, KOMY 3 NCanTUPs CTUXU TBEPAUTU, @ KOMY MHO-TJIO
CKJflagaTwn, BOHU, 3ibpaBlWINCh Y KYMKY, Ta CKOHMOHOBAJIN BipLUy Ha CBOIro

AsKa, Ta HULWEYKOM Ha WOCTUM rnac i BUCNIBYOTb:

Mpungite yci NpMxo>aHu,

MoauBiTeCh, Hawi BCi AKX N'AHI,



A Hanbinbwe CnumeoH — obayve,

Opn ropinkun Hivoro He bave,

N Ha kpunaci He BMie cniBaTy,

| ncanTtupsa 3abys 4nuTaTn,

Tinbkun 1 BMi€ WKonsgpam cybiTkn gasaTtw,

I Hecb osiYnxa pa3 Nnomy rosiosy Mmmna,

A, i3MuBLLWK, CBITNO Noracuna...

AK >Ke BpiXKe 1X Ha ciM cnoBi NnaH CMMeOH pi3Koto, WO 3 A0MY MPUHIC; Ta SK
NO>KEHe X HEeK A0 LWKOAK, @ CaM, NOraHsAo4m ix, 60XKNUTbCS, WO 3a CHO
npukKnaaky, onpivy cybiTku* (*KapaHHsa wkonapis no cyboTax.), WO NO 3aKOHY
nopoba, byae ix WKBapuTy Wo B 60ora AeHb LA MiCAUb...

A Tam, 6ina MmanHKa, oT Tam Wo aieTbca! Man, ran! AXX TpMAUATb KO3aKiB,
XTO 3 MiKO, XTO 3 HAaramkot, XTo 3 [OOPMM KNEM, XTO 3 BIPbOBKOIO, @ XTO 3
KOJIAKOI0, Ta YCi XX TO AepP>XXYTbCS MiLHO 3a BipbOBKW, @ TUMU BipbOBKaMu

3B'AA3aHO ax cim 6a6... A wo To 3a 6abu, Tak 9 BaM po3Kaxy.

MNepwa — 36yab-Bik Mpicbka Yupsadka, 3mMonony He pas cugina y KyHi*
(*Cwnpina nig apewToM, NpUKyTa 00 LEPKOBHOI CTiHM 32 HEMOPAJIbHI BYNHKW.),
No3BOAWa Ha TOM CBIT aX TPbOX MY>XUKIB i yCto Xynoby nonepesoamnna Ha
3i1719 Ta KOPIHLUI Ta Ha YCAKIi iKW, Ta W NiYUTb JIIOLEN Y/ Bif IMXOMAHKN, YN
BiZ rpu3iiBig 3aywHuUb, 60 BOHa 3M0N04y aBuia 3iHCbKE LLEeHS; 3HiMa
OoCTyAy, Nepenosiox BUAnBa, 3/IM3YE Bifl YPOKIB, COHALLUHULL 3aBapIoE... i 4Oro-
TO BOHa He 3Hasna? | 4o Hel 3 yCiX MiCUb, a>X BEpCTOB 3a ABafUATb,
HaDKAXKamM 60NALLi; TO IHLWOMY, KOMY XXUTU, TO N MOMOXXE, @ KOMY BMEPTU, TO
3apa3s nicng ii Boam i BMpe; 10 lNpicbKa i Ka)ke: "He Tak BiH Hefy»xaB, Lwob
nomy xuneoTiTn!" Pa3 naH lMicTpsak Ta nonpocwus ii, wob gana nomy nodOLLIB,



o6 noro ycska 4m AiBka, 4 Moaoguus, Ha Ky OKOM HakuHe, wob noro
nostobuna; oTKe X To BUNMB TUX J0DOLLIB Ta 1 NiLLOB HA BEYOPHUL, Ta
TiNnbKM 6yN0 WO PO3XOAUBCh... K XXe NOMY 3aBaauTb! Tak i nogomy He nobir.
OT 3 TOro 4acy i CTaB Ha Hel roHuTesb!

Hpyra 6yna Xumka Pabokobunuxa, ctap 40s0BiK, 3amMmpasia Ha CBOIM
BiKY; | BXX€ KOJIN B KOIO WO nponage, To 1 He AyMau iTh L0 BOPOXKU; BOHaA
caMin yMminin 6pexHio 3a4acCTb, @ CKaXke Ha TOro, Ha KOro xo4ye Ta Ha Koro
cepauTa. A K He BipUTK, KON BOHA, 3aMupasLwun, 6baymna, ske Ha TiM CBITi
€ MyYeHi€ i 3noaiakam, i TabawHmkam, i bpexyHaMm, i MaHApPbOXaM; Tak Byno
KOro i 4O paTywi npmBeayThb, NiMMaBLWn Ha bakwi 3 oripkamu abo y kKomopi 3
CasioM, Ta KoM XMMKa CKaXke, Lo He BiH BKpaB, TO Oysi0 3apa3 i NyCcTAaTb Ta
MPUHbLMAIOTBLCA 3@ TOro, HA KOFro XMMKa CKa>ke, Xo4 Noro TorAaiiy ceni He
6yno. OTTak 6yno cka3zana pas i Ha NaHa lNicTpsAska — Wwo To! i CTapwWuHN He
MUHyna! — wo 6yuimMTo BiH Yy YonoBika 64>konn nigpizas. BOHO NOMy TaKk |

MUHYJI0CS, 3BICHO, K NNUCApPIO, TiIbKU BXXe BiH Ha Hel 3 Til NoOpuv HaLuisnB.

TpeTa — fABaoxa 3ybuxa, CTapa-cTapa Ta npectapeHHa! Ane cTapi aign,
LLLO BXX€ HACWJ1y HOMM BOJIOYYTb, Ta PO3Ka3yloTb, WO We 9K 6ynm BOHM
nignapybo4nmu, Tak BOHa i Torai Taka ctapa byna, gK i Tenepeyku; Tak Lo,
kKonun 6 He 36pexaTu, 6yno i NiT N'aTaecaT 3poay. | Ka)KyTb MPo Hel nan,
LLLO BOHA SIK YAEHb, TO i CTapa, a K COHLE 3aX0AUTb, TakK BOHa i MOJIOLIE; a Y
camy rnayny niBHi4 cTaHe MOJIOOEHbKOI LiBYMHKOIO, @ TaM i CTaHe CTapuUTbCA |
[0 CXO[ COHLA BN'ATE CTaHe cTapa, sk byna y4yopa. Tak BOHa ik MOMONOLiE,
TO M HafiHe BiNy COpPOYKY i KOCK pOo3MNyCTUTb, AK AiBKa, Ta 1 nige AoiTh no
cesly KOpOB, oBeYaT, Ki3, kobun, cobak, Kiwok, a no 6onoTam xab, Awepuupb,
raglok... Y)xe nak Taka He 340iTb, KOro 3agyma! Xou i Hi 3a W0 i HiYoro HeMma,
TO BOHa TakKW BO3bMe CBOE. Pa3 naH nucap PuropoBu4 4ntas nepen
rpoMafolo SKeCb-TO NpegnucaHie Bif4 Ha4asbCTBa, | X04 nepen TUM OHIB 3
N'aTb KPINKO KypuB, a TYT CKNajaB nobpe i Bxxe 6yno no BepxaM y34BCb, AK
oCb i nae 3ybuxa, Ta 1 rnsHyna Ha HbOro, i TiIbKW | BCbOr0, O BCMiXHY1laCb;
Tak Wo X? BiH 3apa3 6ymary 06 3emio, niaTukaBcsa Ta 1 AaBawn Berepi* (*Pig
TaHLI0.) CKakaTu nepen rpomagoto. Cmixy 6yno Takoro, wo He 1o wo! Ta 3
TOro 4acy i cTaB naH lMiCTPSK, TiIbKU XO4Y TPOLUKW NOryJss, TO 3apas i NoXKeHe

xuMmepu. OTTaka-To byna cs fBooxa.



YeTBepTa — [la3bKa lIclo4mxa, He 3 Tak CTapa. Tak Ta yce HULKOM, He
XBaNA4YUCh, Yakye. TinbKn i 6avaThb ii, WO SK YyCi NONAratoTb CNaTu, a BOHA i
BUMOE HaABIp Ta N MaxHe pyKo. To Kyau MaxHyna, Tyau i Xxmapuv nigyTe. A
XT0 6 TO A0 Hei He npuinwos, wob abo nosopoxxkuna, abo gana Akux nikis, abo
X04 Wo-Hebyab Take, Tak X04 Wwo 6 i1 NOKIOHY He NPUHIC, HIYOro i HE 03bMe |
Kaxke: "4 Hiyoro He 3Halto; iniTb cobi reTo!" Hy, Hy! Taka To 1 He 3Ha!

MN'ata 6yna Jomaxa KapntoykiBHa. fK Lie 3MO04Y AiByBasia, Tak Taka
Byna xopolia, Wo ”n po3Ka3aTh He MO>XXKHa. 3poCcToM Ccobi HEBeNMYKaA: X04 Y
Ky XaTy BBillge, TO rONI0BOIO CTeNi AOCTaHe; cyxa Ta umbaTa; Ha ronosi
BOJIOCCH, SIK Ha Ky>XeJli BOBHA, a KOJIN PO335BUTb POT, TaK i lonaTa ynise;
HICOYOK, AK y pAbus; a 9K AnBUTbLCA 3 KoOHOTOMa o4nusaMmN, Tak 0oaHMM Yy KKiB,
a gpyrum y binaropog, Ta v Ti MOB CMeTaHOI0 3airnieHi; a TM4KoM BineHbKa,
K YyMallbKa COpOYKa, Ta e K TOMYy MOB rpabsnamu yca TBap il nogpsinaHa.
OT 3 Tako-TO Kpacolo AiByBaJsia BOHa, AiByBasia; NepLl aaaJsia nonoBudis,
Aani cnycTunaa Ha NucapiB 3 paTywi, 3abaxkana onicng Bxe i xnibopoba, Tak
6a! i n"numaH He amBuTbLCA. Hivoro pobuTk! nos'a3ana cigy ronosy, Nnepenwna
XXUTW Y NYCTKY, WO Ha neBaji, Hag 6010ToM, Ta 1 CTasla YaksyBaTu Ta Nlo4AM
KanocTi pobuTtn. Bxxe i He gyman 1i HixTo 3aHATU! OCb TiJIbKWU HE NOKJIOHUCH i1
3BMYaHEHbKO, abo nNxHM He BaYvaun, abo wo-Hebyab, TO 3apas i 3aNAWNTb:
"ByaeLl MeHi, NeCbKNN CUHY, TAMUTK; Tpueanm nuweHs!" To Tak i €: abo,
xo4sa4u, cniTkHewcs, abo 3a obigom nogasuwica, abo N'sHMA Wo-Hebyab
3arybuw, a Bxxe He MnHeTbCca! Tak Tobi: Xo4 — AK TaM Ka)KyTb — He Tenep, a
B YeTBep, X04 Yepes rof, TiibKn BXXe He nponae Tobi gapom. AXX CTpaLUHO
6inbw Npo Hei i po3ka3syeaTu. Lyp ! LWe wo6b He npucHunace...

LLlocTa 6yna Bekna, ctaporo LTupi HeBiCTKa, a cboma YcTa XKonobuxa;
TaK HEXal BXXe XTO iHWWA PO3KA3YE, @ MEeHi HIKOJIN: YOroCb KOHOTOMCbKUIA
Hapo. 3aroMOHIB i 3aKOMOLMBCh, | KOMYCb PO3CTYNalOTbCA | AaloTb A0 CTaBKa
[0pory, Tak BXe Nak He 0 NMOpPOCAT, KOJIN CBUHIO CManaThb.

CMyTHUI | HeBeCceNuin, HaayBLWUCh, AK TOW IHOWK nepejn iHaAn4YKamu,

xBabpoi KOHOTOMNCbLKOT COTHi NaH COTHMK, MukuTa Ynacosuny 3abpboxa, ine oo



KOHOTOMCbKOIro CTaBkKa. X04Y Ha HbOMY | YepKeCKa CUHSA 3 NMo3aknaysBaHUMU
Ha3a/d BWIbOTAaMM i TaTapCbKUM MNOACOM nignepesaHa, i HOXXMK Ha JIAHLIOXKKY
3a@ HbOIr0 3aCTPOMJIEHUN, | NMKa BMUTa, | bopoaa BuroseHa, i Ha rosoBi
Wwanka, Ta aK nomy bynm odi 3acnaHi i HagyTi, To N BUAHO 6yno, WO BiH Uiny
Hi4 rynas. Ta n npasaa X 6yna: 3 Xypbu LiniCiHbKy Hi4 CMOKTaB HOCaTKYy, a
Ma3bKa, HaHbMMYKa MOro, 3Hawn gonueasa. Tak nicag Takol poboTn KON He
BUCONLICS, TO 1 Byaelws AOBro YMeniB CayxaTu; 9 BXXe ce 3Hato. Tak Kyau X
nomy He 6yTn CMyTHOMY i HEBecenoMy? Xou i Niginwos 4o Nogen, Wwo nepea
HUM YCi LHanku no3HiManun i NOKJIOHAITLCA NOMY, a BiH ine cobi, HaayBLWUCS, i
Hi Ha KOro i He AMBUTbLCA, TiSIbKM WOKN po3ayBa, Wwob ycCi 3Hanu, Wo BiH TyT-
3[1eCb € CTapLWUnN.

OT niginwos 00 CTaBKa, KUHYB OKOM CIOAU-TYAN Ta N KPUKHYB IPi3HO:

— A wo?

— CoBepLueHie yroToBacs, — Bifli3BaBCb [0 KOHOTOMCbLKOI COTHI nucap,
Mpokin Puroposud MicTpsak, cToA4m 6ing KanaBypHUX, O CTEPEranN HU3KY
BiAbOM, i NPUANBAAYNCE NUJIBHO, OB KOTpa 3 HMX, NePEeKMHYBLUUCL abo
copokoto, abo cBuHelo, Ta He gana 6 Abopy; a AK NOYyB FOMiH CBOIro
HaYas/ibHUKa, TakK 3apas, 3HABLUM Wano4ky, i NiginwoB 00 HbOrO, i MOKJIOHUBCH
NOMY HU3EHbKO, | KaXke: — BoXXAeniHHOro ymoi3CTynseHisa, 3 AHeBHUM

micTonpebuBaHiem, BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, yTpecyrybnsaemo!

— Cnacubi! — cka3aB rosioCcHO YNacoBmMY, He PO34yXaBLUUCh, WO NOMY
HaroBopwus NaH lMNICTPSK, TeX He BMIBLLWIA A0 Nafy CNoBa CKasaTu, a Tak, LWo
Ha ym 306pene; Ta Npu TiM CJI0BI TiJIbKW TPOXU NIAHAB Warky 3 roJjloBn Ta
MepLLi 1T HANJIKOCHYB BM'ATb Ha rOJIOBY Ta M CKa3aB MoBaroM, yCix 03Mpatoyu i
Hi HA KOro He OMBAAYUCE: — 300p0BI! — A Ce BXXe 3BiCHO, | ycioam Tak
NOBOOUTBLCSA, WO YUM HaYaJIbHUK OYPHILLNA, TUM BiH rOpAillnn, i 3HaW

AMETbCS, MOB LLUKYPATOK Ha BOTHi.



— 3p0poB 6yB, 6aTbKy, BENIbMOXXHWUI MaHe COTHUKY! — 3aKneKkoTina
rpoMaga, 3arym 4oJaoBiKW, 3an5Laso XiHOLTBO, 3anuLiana AitBopa, Ta W

MOKJIOHWUJINCb |7|0My HN3EeHbKO...

OT Puroposwud i wen4ye naHy MMKNToOBI Ha BYXO:

— CoTBOpANTE X AiNIOHa4YMHaHie, yrob3ite y Hawin MNanecTuHi NOpa[oK...

— Uyp oypHs, Ta Macna rpyaka! — wenHys NnoMy Ha BiABIT NaH Y1iacosuy,

— K MeHi YyKOO31THK, 4M 9K TaM, KOJIM Hi4Oro i He BTOpOMato, WO Ce Take i €.

— Tak He TBOpIiTE XX MeHi BO3KJIOHeHis Hi y €AHIM aini! — ckas3aB nucap Ta
N NiLLoB 00 CBOro Aina.

Ere! Ta xo4 Haw naH COTHUK, MukuTa Ynacosuy, i He MaB OeB'ATOIl
KJIenKW, Ta LWe Takn CTiNIbKK ray3ay cTano, wob posibpatu, Wwo Konm, Kaxe,
He nir, TO N He MUKaNCcs B pu3n. 30BCiM He TAMMB Lifa, Tak i He BepeayBaBs
BXKE HiYOro, He TakK, K Hall reHepasibHU cyans, Hexan uapcTtBye! Ton 6yno
— i He gyMan Noro 30MNUHUTK: Y1 OO AiNa, YW He [0 Aina, 3Haw nianucye, wo
nonaga. Nuncap byno 3onmHsae, — Tak ge! "He xo4vy, — Kaxxe, — w06 aino
BaNAa0CA; nignuwy, oT nomy i KiHeub!" To, 6yno, Nnucap, KoK TiNbKK
nobaunTb, WO Cynna y Koserito nge, 3apas i xoBa yci byMa>kku, a TO BiH iX yCi
3apa3 i nonignuwye. Pa3 — o, cMixy byno! (a we cny»xmB Toai y Konerii i
BYMBCb CKJNaau nucaTun, 6o bys we xaon'd no ges'sTHaguUaToOMy rogy) —
nucapydaTa y38auM Ta U cnucanum Taky bymary, wob cynnesi y YeHui
NOCTPUITUCh, @ MO0 XIHKY Big4aTW 3aMiX 3a NaHa 0603HOro, Wwo 3 Heto 6yno
YaCTeHbKO y NiCOK 3a rybamu xoaumnu. Hy, Ta 1 nonoXxuam Ton NNCT nepes
cyanero; TiNbKW Taku WO BBINLWOB, CiB, NobaymeB Ton NnCT, NoTar ao cebe,
nepexpecTuBchb Ta N Kaxke: "LLLob6 Hegosro moputun! Hexan MeHi 4AKYOTb, WO
LWBMAKO AiN10 pilLMB; @ BUHYBAaTUN HEXaW aJiKye Ha cebe". Ta Yumpk! i
nianMcas "pykKoto BAACHOK". A xJlonui — Kux, Kux, kux, kmx! Hacuny nucap ix
y MOTWNLIO MOMNPOrOHIOBaB i, PO3TOJIKYBaBLUW CyAAeBi TOW JINCT, MOPBaB NOIro
Ha WMaTKW... Ta gapma; byaemo CBO€E AOroBopoBaTu. .



OT naH YnacoBuy CTOITb, CObi, y3aBWNCb Y 6OKKN, K TON XBEPT, WO Y
KMIBCbKIiN rpaMaTLi, a>X OCb i NiginwoB Ao Hboro Xoma Kanmnbepaa, ctap
YOJI0BIK, Ta, 3HABLUW, LWWIAMNKY, NOKJIOHMBCb NOMY pa3iB 3 N'ATb, a Aani

OCMIJINBChb | KaXe:

— Cnacunbi Bam, NaHe YNacoBuMYy, WO KOXa€ETECh y CTapoOBMHI. LLe
NOKIiMHWI Baw Aiaycb, NnaH OnaHac,.Takn 3abpboxa, Hexam Ha4 HUM 3eMs
nepom! i Ton He faBaB Hac 306mwxaaTn. Xod Tpoxm Byno 3acyxa yxsaTe, TO
BiH 3apa3 3a NOraHCbKMX BiAbOM; Ta 1K TPbOX-4YOTUPbOX BTOMUTb, TO A€ TOW i

nouw, o3bmeTbes! | yce 6yno rapasn! LLlo To ctaposuHa! JliobesHe ginol..

— byne n HOBMHa HenoraHa, — CKa3aB NoBarom naH 3abpboxa Ta
BiACTYNMBCH Big Kannbepan, wob Ton He Ay>xe HanasmB Ha HbOro i Wob
4YacoM He no3anaHibpaTaBCb 3 HAM; Ta WO6 WBMALLE BiO HLOrO BiAYENMUTUCH,

rYKHyB Ha Puroposuya i kaxe:

— A wo?

A Toin, ynopaBLINCb 30BCiM, ife 00 HbOrO i KaXNKaE, i yCU 3aKpydye — ce

BXKe TaKa 3BICTKa, WO 3 NUCbMa CTaHe rOBOPUTN — Ta N KaXke:

— Mpwucni ypeM'ss COBOKYIJIEHIE COTBOPUTHN | MOTPYy3UTU HEYNUCTOTY BO
iICTOYHUKK BogHUA. AHyTe, BpaTie, nep3anTe!

KanaBypHe K03aLTBO, K NOYy/in NMMCapCbKe NoBeiHie, 3apa3 i Big4yenmnm
3 BiAbOMCbKOI HU3KU Bekny LUTUpUXy; yxonunu ii MepLLin 3a pyKu i 3a HOru
LynKo, wob He BMKpPyTMNacCh, Ta, perovy4u, i noM4asam 0o YoBHIB... BoHa
KpnunTb: "Mpobi!" OiTo4ykn BixkaTb 3@ HEO Ta rON0CATb, HEHa4Ye BXKE BOHA i
HeXxuBa; cTapun LLUTMpa Tyom X 3a HUMKU WKkaHgmba, Ta nnade, Ta nae€ i
KO3aKiB, i COTHMKA, a HaunyLe nucaps... Tak HIXTO IX i He BBaX<a, a We AesKi
3 Kydi KpudaTh: "epxu-60, Mocune, ayxye! 6ay, npy4aeTsbea..." A iHLWINIA
Kaxke "Monanack? A wo? Ce T06i He KOpPOB Yy NiBHIY A0iTK..." Ta 1 baraTo
[Ee40ro npukaanyBasam, a)k NokKu ii 40 YOBHa A0HeC/n, yTepebunn y 4oBeH, i
TYT We nyw, gep>xasan. 9K e AoHeC/n 00 nasb, TYT CKPYTUAN I BipbOBKaAMM



PYKW | HOTV FApHEHbLKO; Ta BIiPbOBKM i NoONpoAiBanan y neTni, Wo Ha nanax, Ta,
NiACYHYBLUM 1l BIpbOBKaMU yropy, K rjtoCHy/ M pa3oMm y Boay... Ta, aK

KaMeHIoKa, MmiwJsa Ha AHO, axk Tinbkn 6ynbbalwkn 3abynbkoTinn!..

— T4arHiTe Ha3apn, TArHiTe!.. He BiabMa BoHa, He BigbMa! — 3aryna
rpoMaga yB OOWH rosioc, a XTo MOJIOALW KU Ta BanK4Ye CTOAB, TakK ax<

KMHYJINCb NOMIY AaTn TuM, Wwo 6ins BipbOBOK...

— lMorpy>xxanTe, Nnorpy>xanTte na4e i naye Tpecyrybo oKasgpHyto alepb
XaHaHencbkyo! — Ak BiN pesis Npokin Puroposuny i cnuHAs nogen, wob He
BUTACKyBa/iM Ha3and Beknu.

— CnyxanTte MeHe, — Ha yCi 3aBoAn Kpu4as YNacoBn4d. — AflXKe A COTHUK.
9 noBeniBato: TArHITL Ha3apn! Ag)Ke He 3HUPHYJa, TakK BOHA i He BiabMa.

— He BigbMa, He BigbMa; HE 3HUPHYA, He BiAbMa; TArHITbL Ha3an! —
KpuU4yaB yBeCb Hapo[, i BXXe nnucaps HiXTo He nocayxas, i BUTAarnm Bekny
30BCiM MepTBY, Big4YenuIn Bif BipbOBOK i, HE KNAL0OBMBLUW Ha 3€MJII0, CTanun

Ha pyKaxX BigKa4dyBaTW.

MokKwn cee [ianocb, NaH COTHUK, BiAMNOYMBLLM ONiCNA KPUKY Ta Typbauii,
nigkamkas 0o cebe Puroposmya Ta  CNUTaBCh:

— CKaXn MeHi Ha MMNOCTb: 3a WO Ii noBenis TonnTn? XXiHKa LWe He cTapa
i baraToro i 4ecHoro poay; He 4yTun Byn0 3a Heto HIAKOT MPUMXMN.

— Cypn>Ky Mo npaBoTi i 6e3 ycAKOoro BO3KJIOHEHist A4iBCTBYlO, — CKa3aB
PUropoBsuny, — OHa CyTb X04a iwe i 6e3 cTapoCTi XXOHa, HO iMaTb niHA3en*
(*Ir'powen.) po bica. Npocux — i He gana; NO3MYax — i He MOBipuIa; CTPaXi
npefax — i He BigKynanacs, skoxe Apyrii npodyil. Cboro paau po3mMuc-anx o
MOrpy3nTW i HE I3TOPrHYTWU OTTONI, AOHOEXE He AAaCTb MEHIi, 40ro i KOJIMKOo
npowy. Xueywa, MaTepi ii oynsa, Tpecyrybo xmsyLia. 3pto, Wo Bxe i
BiATpycmnn. Hexam 6narofeHCTBYETb 40 AKOro 4acy. A Bo3ganTte crogm YCTio
Be4depuxy! — rykHyBs PLUropoBu4 Ha KaslaBypHUX.



MpuTtackanum YCTio, i Te X yce byno, wo 3 Beknoto, Tiibkn YCT4, AK
NJOCHYNN 1Ty BOAY, TakK TyT 11 i aMmiHb! Xo4 | Tpycunn, Tak i He BioKa4anaun, Tak

i 30CTanachb.

MnTaBcb NaH COTHUK Yy NMMcaps i Npo Clo, TakK HULLEYKOM NOMY MPU3nNaBChb:
"LLlo, — Ka)ke, — »Keslax CoOBOKYNUTUCSA 3 i aulepieto Ogapieto, oyxe
ninoo6bpa3Hoto, i BOHa, Tpecyrybo HeyecTmBas, 3aMiCTb XXEAEMOI AiBuLL,
BO3KJIOHU/IA Y KMLLEHIO MO TUCALLEKIATUN rapby3 i NOKpu NpeaHas i 3a4HAS
MOSi CPaMOTO0, AKO pybuLem. Tak ce i 3a OHOE AiN0 TakoBas NMUHXBA..."

AX oCb | Nepemiwas iM TannmiH JleBypaa, KJNaHAKYNCb HA3EHBKO, |

NPOCUTh:

— byabTe nackasi, NnaHe COTHUKY Ynacosu4y, Moxe 6, Crnosiockanu i Mot

XKIHKY TpOoxu, 60 TPOXM BOHA YU He BiAbMYE...

— [aan ii ctoan! — HeHaye NpocniBas, Tak 3aroBopus NaH 3abpboxa. —
Y Hac He Nonaganchk, 3apa3 NPOBYMMO, a Hanbinbl TuxX, Wo Aobpux nogen
3aMiCTb PYLIHUKIB Ta roayoTb rapbysamu. — Ta 34yMaB CBOE IMXO, 3AUXHYB

Ba>XKO Ta roJIoBy MOHYPUB i CTOIThb.

A Mpokin PuroposBuy e Tifibku no4vys, 06 4im JleBypaa cTaB NpoxaTu, Ta
TaK i 3aTPYCMBCb, HEHa4e UWraH Ha MOpPO3i; 04i MOMY TaK i 3abnnckann, Nnuka
no4yepBoOHina, rybu 3agpuxanu i nease-nefBe MoXxe CJ1I0BO NPOMOBUTN:

— A 9K TW... @ 3a WO... TBOI XiHKY noTonnaTn?.. xiba > BoHa

BoNwebCcTBYE?

— A 9K e He BonwebcTcBye? — Ka3as TanuMiH Jlesypaa Ynacosumyy. —
Ocb cnyxanTte ciogun, pobpogito! Pa3iB 3 4eCATOK Take MeHi . NpMBUOEHIE
6yno, Wwo y camy rayny niBHiY XTOCb i CTyKa y BIKHO; CTyKa, CTyKa, a> MoKu
Mos CTexa, 3Ha€ETe, XiHKa, NPOKMHETbCH; MPOKUHETLCHA Ta N BUAAE 3 XaTu, a
S1 W 3aCHY; Ta BXe rnepej CBIiTOM BEPHETLCHA; TO 4 N NuTato: "[e Tu, Kaxy,
byna?" Ta BoHa 1 Kaxe: "Xoanna A0 KOPOB, Tak OTCe 3Mep3a, Ta n nsxy". A



a Kaxky: "Jlaran", a BoOHa i g>XKe Ta, Ka)ke, 3Mep3/a, a caMa, K BOroHb. Tak
ce, baunte, pobpopito, BOHa He O KOPOB yCTaBasa, a YakjlyBaTu, NnesBHe,
YakslyBaTuW. A TO Ha Ti Hefini, Tak A BXXe iMeHHO Ba4nB YopTa XKMBICIHBKOTO,
OT 5K 9 BaC, NaHe COTHUKY, 6ogan 6u 3g0posi 6ynn. Ocb baumTe AK: noixas A
Ha SpMapoK Ta MaB TaM NpobyTn Tpu OHi, Ta AK MEHi 3aBaAnnIo0, Tak Ay TOn
>Xe [eHb | BepHYBCb Ni3HO YHOUYI. CTYK-CTYK Y XaTy — XiHKa He Big4YNHA i 3
KMMTOCb PO3MOBJIAA Ta PeroyYeTbCs, | CBIT/NI0 € B HUX. {1 1K PBOHYB ABepi, Tak
3allinka i BigCcKo4mna, a g BBIWMLWOB; AUBJIOCh... @XK B HEI B TOCTAX YOPT, Ta OT,
AK GaunTe, CNOBHICIHBKO sk NaH nucap Mpokin Puroposuy, Hexan 340poOB
Obyne; Taka nomy i NuKa, i ogexxa, i yce Take. 9 0o YopTa, Ta BiH Big MeHe; A
3@ HUM, a NPOKJIATUN YOPTHAKa Ta y CiHM (a CiHeWHi ABepi 3aCyHYB A Taku); BiH
B6a4nTb, WO Henepenmekun, Ta y Tpyby; 9 9K 319KakOCb, SK BEPHYCb Y XaTy, Ta
Ha Nif, Ta WO TO: N KOXKYXOM YKPUBCb, @ CaM APUXY 3 Nepenaky, wo bayms
4yopTa i MOA XiHKa 3 HUM ApYyXUTb. OT 5 BaM | KaXky: HerneBHa Mos XiHKa,

30BCiM HerneBHa, CroJIOLWiTh 1l XO4 TPOXU, MOXXe, TorAi gow, nige.

— A Wwo X? Tak i cnosiocHyTW. NaHe nucapto! aHy! — Tak-To CKa3aB naH

COTHUK Proposuvy. Ak »xe TON KPUKHE Ha HbOro, Tak Lo Hy!

— Y Bn 06ysnn? — 3aKpuyaB Ha HbOro, — Yum BU TaKn NOMPOCTY
onypinn? Bam He [oBJi€ HIAKOro pileHHs icnyckaTn 6e3 noTpebHOCTI MOET,
3aTuM, Wo Tpeba ycakee Aino yrobantun i 3aKOHHEE NMPUCOBOKYIMJIEHIe
COEOAMHNTIN. A TN, racnmacbka JleBypaa! oT Wwo KacaTenbHO Tebe 3aKoH
noBesiiBa: OHOro HeK4YMMoro TannmoHa JleBypay, HaBakaeHieM CBOIM
npuBeaLIEero COXXNUTIE CBOE, CUPIY XiHKY, 0 apyxenwobid, 3 caTaHolo, — AyX
CBAT Npu Bac, NnaHe Ynacosuny! — y6o nogobaeTb 3abntn caKomy-Takomy
CUHY HO3i Yy Knagy. Aros, xsonui! NMonMiTe noro i BogBopiTe y paTyLly i
MPUCOBOKYMIiTE HO3i NOro Ao Kaaau, 60 caM CO3HaHIE YYMHMB, LLO BUAIB i
0CA3aB XXMBOro YopTa; Y60 BiH € KONIAQYH, YaKJyH; BOYTpI€E i36UI0 KUsMuM Cboro

rpilHKKa.

Mokwu ce lMicTpsK po3ka3lyBas, a cepAeLllHoro Jlesypay BXe v noMm4anu o
paTyLwi, @ PUropoBuY NoBiB OKOM Ta 3 AKOKCb MOJIOANLLEID YHOPHABEHBKOIO
33UPHYBCb, YCMiIXHYBCb, MOKPYTUB YC Ta W NYKHYB Ha KaJlaBYPHUX KO3aKiB:
"AHyTe, BoABOpsANTe y npeicnogHii soan Jomaxy KapawoukisHy!" | nicns



Kapto4dkiBHI TiNibKK 3a0ynbkKoTiNo... A rpoMmaga, 6avayu, WO BOHA He BMPUHA,
3aromoHina: "Hi, BoHa He byna BiabMa, He byna!"

| MpicbkKy Ynpadky, i Xumky Pabokobunuxy, i Ma3bky MNcoumxy Tonunuy, i
KOTPY BTOMWAW, @ KOTPY BiABOOAANN, WO Hapoh ax 06 nonm pykamu 6'e Ta
OVBYETbLCA, WO, Kaxke: "[e »x Tasa BigbMa? OT yCix TONWAu i yCakKa NopuHa, a
BiibMa He 3HaxoanTbCcAa". MnkuTa Ynacosum4 BXXe 1N ApiMaTn CTaBs; No WOro,
Tak Bxe 6 nopa i fogomy: 4m 6yayTb AOLWi NTU, YN Hi, NOMY HY>XXAWN Mano; He
CTaHe cBoro xniba, NOMy NpuHeCyTb: KOHOTOMN He Masie ceno; 6e3 cBapku i

Nnankun i 6e3 nosmBaHHA He obinpeTbCs.

Yce 3Hau no3ixa Ta nornsna Ha ceoro licTpska, Wwo 3aAyMaBCh Ta
nanbLeM 3Han WTpuKa 1o y 5106, TO y HiC, AyMaB-AyMaB Ta N KPUKHYB:
"NaBan oCTaHKN BO A3uusaX. Boasopi-ke crogm Asnoxy 3ybuxy!" Mpunepnan
Ty, Bigonxasay 4YOBHOM 00 Nasb, NiAB'A3a1uM BipbOBKAMUN, NIAHAN LOTOPW...
nntock! 9k 06 OoWwKy, Tak Hawa fABooxa 06 BoAy, i HE NOpuVHa, a 9K pMbOoHbKa
noBepx BOAW, TaK i NEXNTb, | 360BTAETLCA 3B'A3aHMMMN PyKaMn Ta HOramm,
BUXWNS YEPEBOM i NONEPEKOM i MPUroBOPIOE: "KynoYkKUn-Kynyci, Kyrnoyku-

KynoHbKun!"

YBeCb Hapofn TakK i XaxHyscb! "OT BigbMa, Tak, Tak!" —3akKpuyanu yci; a
MwuknTa YnacoBuy K nosixas, Ta nobayvne cee AnBO, Ta Tak NOMYy pOT
PO335BJIEHUN | 30CTaBCb; a [PoKin PUropoBMY TakK a>< TaHLIOE NOHaA
Hbeperom Ta 3Ha Ha TPYAAWMNX KpN4NTh: "Bo3TArHiTe we! Bep3iTe BO TbMy
BoAHYt0!" Tak wo X 60?7 9K He NalnKye, a ABOOCI HIYOro He 3pobuTsb.
MiaTArHYTb, renHyTb Il CKiJIbKU CUIN Y BOAY... TAaK He NopuHa Ta W He NopuHa,

Ta We W rIy3ye Hapg ycCiMa, Ta yce 3Hau ToBYe: "KyrnoyYkn-KynoHbkun".

— A BO3HeCIiTb CiMO KaMeHis i nanHxsodinaHia! — 3aymas naH MMicTpsk, i
TaK i Hapoaunacs UiniCiHbKa Ky4Ya Lerauv i KaMeHIOK YCAKUX, Lo XJ10MLi,

NOYyBLUM NPUKa3, 3pa3y MOTHYJINCb | HAHeCn.



— Bo3s10XiTe KaMeHis Ha HeYeCTUBYIO BUIO. 11, | Ha pyLi, i HA HO3i 1T i NakwK
noTonnasunTe il, — Tak KymaHAyBaB PUroposuy, a>k NigCKO4Yyo4n Kpyr cTaBka,

Ta 3 cepus axk 3ybamum ckperoye.

Hag'si3a/1m MOTOpPHILWI LiNiCIHbKY HU3KY KaMeHIOK Ha BipbOBKY, i, NiagBi3LWKn
Ha YOBHaX, a)k HAaCWUJ1y TPWU HYONOBIKN NIOHANN TYIHO HU3KY Ta N HAKNHYN
Aspoci 3ybuci Ha wuto i gyMaroTb: oT nipHe! A BoHa, yparosa 6aba, i He ayma;
nJjaBa NoeBepx BOAMW, Ta WO 0CNOOOHMIN T PYKY i3 BipbOBKW, TaK BOHA HEIO
nosioweTbCs Ta W XKapTye: "A Wo X? HaMUCTeYKOo MeHi Ha WWo noYenunnin, a
nepcHiB i Hema? Ere! bay, aki 0obpi! KeTe i NepcHIB Ha PyKN i 3aMiCTb

YyepeBUYKIB HOro Ha Horm".

— CokpywanTte Tpecyrybo oKasHHYIO KOLWYHKY XaHaaHCbKY0, ALepb
xangencobkyr! — KpuyaB, Sk onedveHui, MNpokin Puroposuny Ta a)xk 3aniHMBCH,
K CKa>keHun, 6avaym, Wo Hi4oro BiabMi He 3p0bUTb i WO BOHA Hag HUM
KenkKye.

HaB'a3ann in Ha pyKn i HOrM KameH4Y49 — 60XKMBCb TOM YOJIOBIK, LLO
MEeHi Npo ce po3Ka3yBaB; a XTO 1 Ka3aBs, KO 3HaeTe, Moxum XBanaa, Wwo
no3aTopik BMep, — Tak 60XXMBCb, WO NyAiB ABaAUSATb HaB'A3a/M 1 Ha LUNIO,
Ha PyKW i Ha HOIW, Ta, BiAYEeNMBLUW Bif BipPbOBOK, TaK Il 1 MyCTUAN Yy BOAY...
Tak wo X 60 6ygew 3 cyyoto-npecyyoto 6abow pobutn? Tak i NnaBa NoBepx
BOAW, i pyKaMun i Horamm 60BTa€ETbCA Ta 3HanM NpuroBoptoe: "Kynoykum-kynyci!"
A pani yparosa 6aba obizBanacs i 4O Nucapsa Ta 1 NoYvasa noro Knnmkatu: "A
xoawu, NMpokinoyky, cioan! Hymo ykynui Kynatucb. Xoaun-6o, He copomcb! Ocb
HagdiHy Ha Tebe HaMUCTEeYKOo i NepcHiB Tobi aam..." A PUropoBund axx ysecb 4yb
obipBaB cobi 3 cepus, Wo 1 NnoraHeHbka 6 To 6aba, Ta Hag HUM ry3ye; Aani
KMHYBCb [0 YN1lacoBMYa Ta N Kaxke:

— HecymHuTenbHo cis 6aba cyTb oT 6ab ernneTcbkux. BoHa exmgHa
npesoTa, NOXUTUIA AoXAEBMe Kanni i ckpn y cebe y 4BaHUi abo y iHOMY
Mmicuesi. [loBenun, NnaHe COTHUKY, BO3MYTUTW 1l pOo3aHaMun, Ae npoTepnuTb 40
HECTepPNUMOCTI i Aa po3nyCTUTb x196m BOOHIi, i 4@ OpOCUTLCS 3eMJIS.



— He BTOpoOMnato, NnaHe nucapio, WO BN rOBOPUTE; @ 9 Ka)ky BaM, pobiThb,
Lo 3HaETe, TiNbKK WwBnaLe, 60 Bxe obigHa nopa. 4 6 BXXe gaBHO Oas AbOpy,
TaK X04eTbCA AUBUTUCH Ha CIOO KyMeaito, o Ha 6abi uiniciHbkun Bi3
KaMiHHS1, @ BOHa He TOoHe, a NnaBa nosepx Boaun. PobiTb cobi, o 3HaeTe, a A
Obyany Ha rotose AUBUTUCH; A Ha Te y KOHOTOMi COTHUK.

Mosenis Puroposuy nivmaTn y BOo4i BiabMy ABOOXY, Tak ae! Xnonui
YOBHaMMW 11 i HE 300>KEHYTb, | BIpbOBKAaMN HaKNAAOTb, TaK yCe HiYoro; Tak
NPYAKO nnaBa, K Tas WykKa, TiIbKK nonepeny i no3any xsuns yctae, 6o
3BICHO, sIK BilbMa MJjlaBa: BXXe rnak He no-Hawomy! MNnasana-nnasana,

LWHUpSANa-wHMpana, Ta 9Kk 6a4nTb, WO yCix noToOMWUAa, Tak i Nnigaanace...

LLlo K TO 3pafyBaBCs Hapon, 9K 3nananu BigbMy Asaoxy 3ybuxy! Yci
KpunyaTb, FOMOHATb, Bi>KaTb 40 Hel, NPOTK Hel; YCAK Xo4e TyCaHa abo
3anoTWINLWLIHMKA i gaTu... Ta N € 3a wWo! Hexan He kKpage 3 Heba xmap, He
X0Ba pouwy y cebe Ha MUCHUKY... OCb, K yCi Bi>XKaTb Kpyr Hel, TO 3a Helo, a i
aX Ha pykKax HecyTb, 6boa4nce, Wwob He BUpBanacb Ta He BTEKJIA, @ BOHa
bannyxe! BoHa cniBa BeCifIbHOT MiICEHbKMW, AK MON0Aa 3 APYXKKAMU XOAUTb. A
Haw Puroposud nepen Bepe Ta axk 6iKnTb 3 pafoLuiB, LLLO TaKM HanNaB Ha
BiAbMY i WO BiH il Tenep CKPyTUTb | BUMYYUTb 3 Hel, wob Bigaana Aol Ha3ag,
O NoKpaJsa, Ta 3 paaowis Taki 6ansacu ToUYUTb, WO HE TiNIbKW XTO, Ta N CaM
cebe He po3bepe, WO BiH i roBopuTb. [lani 3akpnyas: "A gagite ciMmo
BepbOBUX | yABOMTE NO30BMX i BO3ryMiTe ii, ennmko cunam Bawoi bype!"

e B3anunchb i piskn. CkpyTnnm 3ybuxy ABAOXY; Ti/IbKW WO KNACTW ii, BOHa
AK-TO PYKY BUMpy4vasa Ta 1 NoBesna Heto KPYrom no Hapoay; oTKe X
cnyxanTte, wo 3 Toro byge. OT i nonoXmunu ii; No gBa napybka Cisnio Ha PyKM i
Ha HOMW, a ABa Y3510 340POBEHHI NYYKM PI30OK Ta N MoYaam YNCTUTN: OKe-
oxe! oxe-gxe! axk 3acanannck! 6'toun, 6'10Tb-6't0Tb, | BXXE Llyprasiku
neTaThb... A Wwo Asnoxa? Jlexxauun nig piskamu, Kasky Kaxke: "bys cobi 4on0BIiK
Cakka, Ha HbOMY cipa CipM'sa>KKa, NOBCTAHA LWIAMNo4Ka, Ha CNVHI NaTOo4YKa; YK

XOopoLla MOos Ka3o4ka?"

— Ta bunTe oKasfHHY XaHaaHKy! — aXk 3apesiB MicTpsK.



Xnonui oepyTb WomMora, a fgsgoxa csoe€: "l B Ka)keTe: Ta bunte
OKASIHHYIO XaHaaHKY, i 9 Ka)Ky: Ta buinTe oKasgHHY0 XxaHaaHKy; byB cobi
4yonoBik Ca)kka, Ha HbOMY cipa CipM'sa>KKa, NOBCTAHA LWAnoyka, Ha CruHi

JIATOYKA; 41 XopoLwla Mo Ka3o4ka? "

— Ta pepiTb Ay>K4ye! — KPUKHYB LLLO € MOYi CaM NMaH COTHUK
KOHOTOMCbKUN, Muknta Ynacosmy 3abpboxa, L0 BXe nomy ayxxe 6paso 3a
XKUBIT i NeYiHKK nig cepue niactynanun, 60 He obigas i 4oci.

Xnonui nepemMiHNANC, Y381 MyYKn i cTanam nopoTtu, a 3yburxa 3Han CBOE
ToBYe: "l BU Ka)keTe: Ta AepiTb AYXKYE, i 4 KaxXy: Ta Aepitb Ayx4ye; 6ys cobi
4yonoBik Ca)kKka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM's)kKa, NOBCTSHA LWano4vkKa i Ha CnuHi

NlaTo4Ka, 4YM XopoLwla Mos Kasodka?"

— ConniTiTe po30oHaLilo 3 TepHIA | yaBonUTe i1 NopyraHia Ha nagsill —
CKyMaHAyBaB naH MicTpak, [oBro gymasLwiu, wo 6 1o i we npuaymaThb.

Xnonui yewyTb ABOOXY TEPHOBUMU, a FBLOXa CBOE ToBYE: "l BN KaxeTe:
COMNITiTE PO30OHaLIlo 3 TepHia | yaBOUTE NOpPYraHia Ha NAABil, i 4 Kaxky:
COMANIiTiTe PO30HALil0 3 TEPHIA | yOBONTE NMopyraHia Ha naasii; 6ys coobi
4yosioBik Ca)kKa, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM's)KKa, NOBCTSAHI LLANO4YKa, Ha CMWHI

NNaTO4Ka, 4! XopoLwa Mo4d Ka303KKa?..

Ta n 00 Be4YOpa He MeperoBopmLL yCbOro, Wwo Tam byno! Bxxe He Tinbkun
Puroposwud lMicTpsk, Ta W CaM COTHMK 3abpboxa novaB CEPAUTUCH, WO HEMA
KiHUS giny; 6'10Tb-6'toTb 6icoBCbKy 6aby, CKiNbKK X/10MNLiB NepeMiHnNoCH,
CKinbku pi3ok nepebpanu: i Bepbosux, i bepesoBunx, i TEpHOBKX; a i1 He
NO3HA4YNNOCh HIYOro, HEHAYe TiNbKKW WO NArna i Hi TpieYkn i He 6mTa, a BOHa

cobi 3Han ToBYe 4onoBika Caxky...

OT>Xe X TO AK Ce€ [IeETbCSA, i racnNMACbKy, KaToNMKoBy ABAoxy 6't0Thb,
NPOoJIi3 CKPi3b HApoOA, WO TakK i obcTynunam ABaoxy, Ta U He HaAUBYHOTbCH,
HNemko LLBaHAatopa, CTap 4os10BiK i HeneBHMNW. MNMoANBMBCL-NOANBUBCH,

NMOMOTAaB rOJIOBOKO Ta N Kaxe:



— A Wwo ce BaM 3a irpawkn ganmcsa! Ym 1o naHy COTHMKOBI 3HaTb CKY4YHO
CTano, Tak BM noro 3abaBnsdeTe, K Many OUTUHY, LLO pi3KaMu nopeTe,
HeHa4ye KOro nNyTHbOro, sepboBy Konony?

— Sk konony? LLlo ce BiH Ka)xe? [le Tam konopy 6'toTb? — 3aryna
rpoMaga i, ANBYKYNCH, PO3MUTYE.

— e konopa? He 6a4nte? Oueitbca X! — cka3as LLIBaHAOpa Ta v NOBIp
PYKOI MO HapoA4y HaBnaku CoHUS... Tak Wwo X? YausneHie Ta v rogi! Torai yci
nobaynnu, Wo nexxnTb TOBCTa BepboBa Kosloga, nonepenyToBaHa
BipbOBKaMMU, | CUOATb Ha Hi HOTUPW XJ10MUA 300POBEHHUX | AePXXYThb i
sKoMmora, wob He npy4anacb, a 4oTmpmn 6't0Tb Tyt0 KO1I04Y 30 BCIi€i CUn
[o6puMu piskamMm, HeHave KOro NyTHbLOro. A 6ing Tiei konoan NexxmTb cCaMa
no cobi fisooxa 3ybuxa i He 3B'A3aHa, | pero4eTbCrn, AUBNAYUCH, AK
npaLlolTbCa NI0AN 3aMiCTb I Ta Ha4 Konoaot. Tak, CKaxkeTe, ce i He
yausrieHie? Ce BOHa, AK Il MOKJa4anm napuTn, Tak BOHa PyKoto noeesia Ta v
HanyCcTuna Ha ycix, XTo TyT 6yB, Mapy, a [1eMKO 3 CBi>XXVUMU O4MMa MPUNLLIOB i
6aumB, WO TBOPUTHLCS, | AK AeLl0 3HaB i BMIB MPOTU 4Oro wo-Hebyab 3pobutn,
TO BiH i BiABiB Mapy Big ntogen. OT TorAai Tinbkn nobaynnnm, wo éunm He

fAsnoxy, a BepboBy Kosnoay.

— Kux, Knx, Kux, kKux!.. — 3aperotascsa Hapoga. B)xe Hawio naH nucap, Wo
CepauBCb KPINKO, a TYT i CaM po3peroTaBCh, AK y34piB Taky Kymenaito. | o x
6ynew pobnTtn? 3BiCHO, L0 NMPOTUB HACWUJIKN HIYOro He 3pobull, Konm He
BMI€ELL SK i BigBeCTWN. Hy, NOCMIiSIBLUNCH, MPUAHANNCE PAagUTUCh, LLO 3
Asooxoto pobutn. Ton Te, Apyrun apyre Kaxke, a lemko LLIBaHatopa, Ton
rapa3f HaB4YUB:

— TaKun, — Ka)ke-Hivoro He gymanTe, a NOJI0XKUBLWN, AanTte nobpy
XJI0CTY, MOKW BEPHE AOLWi Ta poCK, Lo, 3Hato, B HEl HA MUCHMKaX Ta Ha
nonuui. Ta He 6inTeck Hivoro. MNMpu MeHi He 3ay>Xa HaBeCcTn. Konu X i HaBeae,
TO A BiABeOy. X04 BOHa i BiibMa, Ta M MU, X04 He yce, a Wo-Hebyab Taku
3HaeEMO. Hexan BoHa i npupoa)keHa, a s; TiIbKWU B4eHUW, Ta gapma!
MNo6avmmo!



— Tak BO3KJIOHITb e 1l Nnakn! — 3akpun4as PUroposu4, — i COTBOPITb i
LWKONAPCBKY CiKyLil0, IKO XKe i HaM BO OHO€ ypeMm'a cyDiTkn TBopuia... — e
nobpe i He BUMOBWMB, @ XJ10MLi BXXe i MOTHY/INCb: po3nepe3ann, NosIOXUIN,
Ci4yTb... | BXXe Hawin ABAOCI He [0 Ka3KW; BXe i B i Hel y caMol Ha CMuHi...
JIATOK 3 ciMpecsT, gK y 4YonoBika Ca)kku... MoB4Yasia-MoBYasia, XoTina
BiOTEPNITUCH... TaK LLEe He pOAMBCb TOW 4Y0NO0BIK, Wo6 yTepnis nig piskamu!
Hani 9K 3aCKaBy4YnUTb, K 3aCKUrNNTb... @ Aai 9K CTaHe KpudaTu: "He byny
[0 cyay, 8o Biky!... 6aTeykun, ronyb4mkun!.. nycTiTh, NyCcTiTb!.. BEPHY 1 oL,
BEPHY 1 pocu... | byay T06i, NnaHe COTHUKY... i TOBIi, Puroposunyy... y BeauKin

NPUroAi... TiINbKWN NyCTiThb..."

— lNoai, — noBsiB MnknTa Ynacosuy roslocoMm noBa>kHo. A lMicTpsK 3Haw
CBOE:

— YcyrybnanTe nade i nave!

Xnonui He 3HatTb, KOro 1 cayxaTu: nosioBnHa 6'e, a apyra xae.

— A 6opan Bac, NaHe COTHMKY! — TaK 3arapyaB Ha HbOIro NMaH Puroposuu.
— lwe 6byno yn'ateputb Nnogobano 3a TaKOBOE 3104iAHi€... Ce BOHa MeHi
3pobuna, Wwo 4 nicna nepenoto xmmepu norHas. OTTake 3/104IAHIE... ;

— Ane! 3nopisHie! — cka3zas naH 3abpboxa, — Tob6i 6 yce Tinbkn
3n04isHI€ | pobuTn. TyT TiNIbKN TPUXN Ta MHUXN, a BXe obigaTn nopa. e 4n
O6yne nicng Takoro napyia AOL, YM Hi, XTO MOro 3Ha, a Wo MU roJlogyeEMo, Tak
ce neBHoO. A Wwo HaM cy4da 6aba 3 cepus yTHETb Kkun 6eLlKeT, Tak i Toro
Tpeba 6oaTnca? 3senn nMweHb NOKMHYTU ABOOXY, HEXAN BiANOYMHE MNicas
Takoi 6aHi. Hexan Tenep xaHbkK MHe, Mu e aobepemocs Ao Hel. Xoaimo,
Mpokone Puroposuyy, 00 MeHe. Na3bka HaBapwuaa mygporo 6opuy. A nicns
06ig He Byny CcbKaTUCb Ta po3KaxKy Tobi, Ak MeHi belwkeT 3pobunn
nosas4yopa y bessepxim xyTopi. Tu we cboro He 3Haew. Cka3aBLiu Ce€, NOTAr
naH Ynacosuy gonomy. MNpokin Puroposuy Halw 30CTaBCb i CTOITb, MOB
obneyeHun. Y3aam noro oyMKu Ta ragku, SKMn-to tTam bewwkeT 3pobunm naHy

COTHUKY Ha be3Bepxim xyTopi? lymas— AoyMmaB, a 4BOOXY 3@ TUM 3Hau



YyelwyTb, @)K Lypranku netate! Oani nigHAB naneub JOropu i Kaxe:
"Norapaseb! e, e, e, e! Cboro meHi i Tpeba 6yno! A nokmHbTE, xnonui 6igHy
6aby noszanpacHO My4nTn. NaH COTHUK 3BeniB Byno ii napuTn 0o Be4yopa, a A i

rnoMunyto".

MNigsenn 9snoxy i nenBe-nenBe XMBY NOBOJIOKAM 1i goaoMy. Hapon Tak
3aKJIEKOTIB 3a Helo, yce Kpudauiu: "BiabMa, BiabMa! NMokpana 3 Heba gowi!" A
Puroposuy ine cobi Ta wockb ayma, oanii Kaxke: "Takoi MeHi i Tpeba!..
Ninno6bptocb A0 HEl, BOHa MOMOXXE NOro BTOMNUTU, @ MeHi BUHUPHYTH 3
nMcapcTBa Ta Ha NMaHCTBO..." Ta n noTAr Ao naHa MukuTn Ynacosuyda obigaTtu.

Vi

CMyTHa i HeBecesia xogusa no CBOIN XaTi, NMPOBOAMBLLUN KOroChb Bif cebe i
3a4YMHUBLLW OBepi, KOHOTOMNCbKA BiabMa ABaoxa 3ybuxa nicsis NpoYyxaHku,
Lo i fannm Kpan CTaBKa Mpu yCih rpoMai 3a YakayBaHHA. XTO X To 6yB y Hel
TOorAi, K ycak Ii uypascs, 6a4mBLUM, LLIO BOHA € NMPUPOL)KeHa BigbMa, WO iy
BOZi 3 KAMEeHIOKaMun He ToHe, i oL 3 Heba Kpagae, i Mapy Ha naen Hacmna?
Ane! xT0? He xT0, Ak Haw lMpokin Puroposuy MicTpAK, KOHOTOMNCBKWUIA MaH
nucap. BiH-To, no4yBWN® Bif NaHa COTHMKa YnacoBuya, Wwo nomy bysno y
Be3eepxiM xyTopi Big NaHHO4YKM OneHn, BiH 3apa3 y34B Ha AYMKY, K 6u TO
NOMY CBOIro COTHMKa 30BCiM 3'icTn. OT Big 06ig npunwos 0o ABAOXN, MPUHIC T
YCAKUX FOCTUHLIB i MOMUPUBCH 3 Heto, LWo ByLiM ce He caM BiH 3BeniB ii i
TONWTW, | MAPUTHK, @ WO Ce NaH COTHMK BMragas i Wwo OyuiMTo XOTiB BiH ii 40
BE4YOpa NapuTK, a BiH XKe B35SB Ha CBOIO rOJI0BY; i CTaB il NUIbHO NpoxaTw, wob
AK 61 TOro NnaHa MuKNTy 30BCIM Yy AYPHi NOWMNTN: LWLO BiH OTCe yBe4Yepi npunge
ii npoxaTw, Wob Asgoxa Tak 3pobuna, Wob NocunosHa noro nosnobuna i 3a
HbOIO 3aMiX MiWNa; a BiH AK Mig4acTbCA Y YaKJlyBaHHSA, TaK TyT NOrO i
HaYMHUTK aypHeM, wob i coTeHCTBa BigLYypPaBCs; @ HAMICTb NOro Ta
HAaCTaHOBUTWN COTHMKOM Moro — llicTpska; i obiwasBch, Wo Torai ABaoci cBos

BOJI Byae YaksyBaTK, K i CKiIJIbKWN Xo4e.

XnTpa fABOOXa HeHa4e i nigaanacs. NogapyHkn 3abpana i obiusna Bce
3pobuTtun, Yoro Puroposuy 6a>kas, i npoBoania NOoro oTce 3 xaTu. [JoBro BOHa

nicna HbOro xoAwsa no xaTi Ta WoCk AymMana; Bxe 6 To 11 i CiCTK xo4eTbCH,



TaK He 3MOXXe NPUTYINTUCH... TaK-TO LWMPO 1l noB4nan! BoHa nexxana i Ha
rnedi, i Ha NaBi; Tak He BNEXWUTb O0Bro, 60 TiNIbKM | MOXXHa XXUBOTOM JlexaTu, a

ropidyepeBa abo 60koM i He Aymai: Tak ii yCloAn crnmcanmu.

XoanTb No XaTi, Xo4UTb Ta N Nornsaa Ha CBOI M1e4YNKU, roPLLUKN,
KYXJIMKW, [e 3 YCAKOro 3Bipa i 3 YCAKOI raguHN € MOJIOKO, L0 BOHA 3 HUX
noHaaotoBasia, NepeBepTayYnCh 40 KOXKHOI MaTKKM yce pi3Ho, Wwob He
»XXaxanuch i gaBasncb A0ITUCH. A yCi Til FN€YNKN, FOPLUNKW, BOAAHYUKMN,
KYXJIMKW CTOSIN OesKe Ha Monuui, iHwe Ha MUCHUKY, Byno n Ha npuniyky,
Byno 1 Ha caMmiin nedi; sKe B)XXe NoCTaB/IeHe Ha CMeTaHy, a AKe e CToA0 nig
JIAaBKOIO Ta Kpan noMunHuui. Mig nonom nexkanm ycsaki Tpasu i KOPiHHA:
MHATa, IOOUCTOK, Tepauny, NanopoTb, cobade MUIo, AypMaH, yCaKi pen'axu,
Kypsda csinoTa Ta n 6araTo gevoro. Ha nosly Ha nogyLiKax nexas KiT
MYpYyroBaTuin Ta yCaTWUI, i TiNbKKM MOMY 1 Aina, Wwo iB Ta cnas Ta Koau wo 6yno
HaZyMa, TO 3apa3 [0 CBOEl Xa3saMKK i 03BeTbC4: "HaB, HAB!", a BOHa

YCMIXHETbCSH Ta W KaXe:

"Tak-Taku, KOTyCto, Tak!" A KOQIM BOHa WO HagyMa, TO W NUTAETLCSA NOro:
"Yun Tak, KoTyc?", To BiH 00 Hel: "HaB, HaAB!" Ere! i 3Hanu oanH ogHOro, wo
roBOpTb. binbLw y Hel He 6yno HIAKOro xa3sancTea, Ta W Hawo 1n? Yoro
3abarkana, TO yHOuI MepeKnHynacb 4m cobakoto, Y MmuLeto, 4m xaboto, 4m
pnboto, i Horo in Tpeba, ycboro gocrana, i € y Hel.

Tak BOHa-TO, CyMyIO4M, XO04WAa No CBOIN XaTi i, NOrasaatodm Ha CBOE
3ibpaHHsA, Ka3ana cobi Ha aymui: "€ ycake; He nigy 40 nogen nosndatn'.
Hani 3upHyna Ha gBepi, Wo — 5 XX Ka)Ky — TiJIbKU WO 3a4MHUAa, NPpoBOAUBLLN
KOroCb-TO 3 XaTW, i Kaxke: "lMpmnBoab TiNbKN LWBUALLE MPOKJAATOr0 COTHUKA, i S
nomy sinaady. 4 6 Tobi, Puroposnyy, xyka ycy4una, Ta Hexan nuieHb onicns;
Tenep TV MeHi NPUCAYyroByn, a sK 3'IM racnMacbkoro 3abpboxy, TOAI
npurmMmyck i 3a Tebe, cyymn lMNicTpsade! Xopole, Wo oTCe TU MEHi pO3Ka3as
npo 3abpboxy Ta Npo ONEeHy: OCb A NOr0 OXKEHI0... A0CTaHeTbCA i Tobi, Wwo
MeHe TaK 3aHanacTuaW, WO i CICTU He MOXKY, | 3rHyLwasncb HaLo MHOIO, WO
npu napybkax NnopBanu Ha MeHi i NaxTy, i COPOYKY, i Masyxy posipsanu, i

oYinok 36mnun, Wo s BOJIOCOM OCBiTUMA, Ta BN MeHe... 0, Ta N bunum XX MmeHe!



oXx, 6unm X meHe; 6unun, 6unn, unun! Wo Hi CiCTK, Hi T9rTM HE MOXKHa; a yce

oTTon LLIBaHAlOpa, WO 3HAB 3 HUX Mapy".

OTTak BOHa i ,oBro cama cobi po3moBnana, XK NOKU y XaTi 30BCiM CTasno
TEMHO, WO X04 OKO BUKOJIN... A)XXK OCb Ha BynuLi 3araBkasm cobaku, BOHa 1
Kaxke: "AHy, KOTYCIO, BiAKpWUX CBOI 04uLi i MOCBITU, YN He BOHU ce nayTtb?" KiT
AK PO3MNIOWNTBLCA, K MIsiHE CBOIMM O4MMa, TakK TaK siK )Kap 3acsau, a
Aspoxa i 6aunTb, Wo nae Muknta Ynacosmy 3abpboxa, KOHOTOMNCbKUA NaH
COTHUK, a 3a HUM nuncap noro, NMpokin Puroposuny naH MicTpsak, i WOCh Y pyKax
i Nig njeYyem LWOCh HECYTb; OT BOHa 3apa3 WaTHyJlacb, OCTasla KaraHeub,
nigHecna 4o KOTa, TePHyJ1a MOro NpPoOTU WepPCTi, TaK iCKPWU 3 HbOTO i
nocunanu, i BOHa 3acBiTWUa KaraHeub, MOCTaBWla Ha CTisl, @ camMa nonisna

nig CTi/1 YOroCb-TO AOCTAaBaTWU.

AX 0Cb — pun y ABepi, | BBIMLWAN NaH COTHUK 3 NMUCapeM, LWanku 3
naanykamm noctaHoBuaun, 6ina aBepi, a cami i CTanm o3MpaTuCh, i NaH

3abpboxa i kaxke: "CBiT/10 ropuThb, a ii, 6bady, i foma Hema".

— [e To BXe HeMa! — obi3zBanacsa 3ybuxa, Nisy4qm 3-nig NOKyTA i
TacKaloudn NpeBe KN ropLMK, raH4yipKoto 3aB'a3aHuin. — Ocb ge 1 byna;
oTCe AoCTaBasjia ropwmk 3 xmapamu, Wwo 6yno 3axosana iXx Ha TPUAEB'ATL PiK,
TakK OTXKe MNaH KOHOTOMCbLKNN COTHUK MNPUCUITyBaB MEHe MOBUMYyCKaTu XMapW i

AOLL NYCTUTW.

— Ta BXe, TiTyCl0, rogi 06 ciMm, — NOK/IOHMBCL NaH 3abpboxa i cTas
rocTuHeub AoctaBaTu. — OT Tobi XyCTo4Ka, L0 MeHi NoniBHa BULLMBaia Ta
nogapyBaa, TakK OTCe MOKJIaHAKCh HEel0 BaM, Ta OT LWe axK UiNiCiHbKa Kona
rpowen, Tinbku, 6yab nackaea, TiTKO, He cepAbCsa Ha MeHe | Bubayan, Lo Tak

3 To60t0 Npurwinocs... Ce Tak... TEE-TO... AKOCb-TO HE XOTSYMN...

— K He XOTa4YN? — aXk 3anuwana, KpUKHyBLWMKN, ABAOXA, — K HE XOTA4N?
Konn 6 T06i XTO Tak MUKy cnucas... TO T 6 He Te cka3aB.... He xo4y TBOIX
nogapyHkis, uyp Tobi! Mek T06i! Biica 3 HUMK! He miwan: iny goui
BUMNYCKaTW, @ TO BN'ATb neHsa byae, i 3aBTpa Tak MeHe 3HOBY BUMapSAThb, LLO



CbOrOAHI He 3MOXXY CUAITK, a 3aBTpa BXe i He cToaTuMmy. MNMycTiTb MeHe, nigy
OOLL, BUMYCKaTW.

— TiTOYKO, MaTIHOYKO! — a)k B HOMM ynas cepaelwHun MukuTta Y nacosuy
Ta KiCTNABI pyKun BiAbOMCBKI LiNye Ta npocuTb. — He 6yny Bxe Tebe
TypbyBaTK, Ta 1 WO MeHIi 3a Aino, wo HeMa gouwy? OT Tak nak! 4 TyT €
COTHMK, ronoaysaTu He Byay: Ton npunge 3 xNibom, Ton 3 NansgHULE, TON 3
ByxaHuemMm, a iHWnn i Mmilwe4ok 6opoLiHa npmeese; abu 6 TiNbKK NO3MBAINUCD,
TO HaM, CTapLWHI, i goLWi He nig Yac, xo4 6w Tn ix, TITyCto, | MOBIK Aep>xana y
cebe nig nokytem. OT Moin 6igi noMoXxn! HaTe nuweHb, No)Xanynre: oT
NASWKa AYyiBKK, OT NiIBCOTHI TapaHi, Wwe cBi>ka b6ysa no BeCHi: ocbae X i
CepraHoOYOoK... TiNbKN 34iNanTe MMNoCTb, NocobiTb MOIN Biai, 0Cb WO A Bam

PO3KaXxy...

— 3Hato, 3Hato Npo TBo bigy, AKoro Tobi Mygporo neyeHoro rapbysa
nigHecna MocunosHa OneHa, Lo 3 Be3sepxoro xyTopa, i K TW NiCAsS HbOro
HaCWUJly Ha OPYrun OeHb o4yHsAB! 3Hato, 3Halo yce.

AX i 3amByBaBCbhb NaH 3abpboxa, Wo BiAKINA ce, Kake, BOHa yce 3Ha,
HeHade TyT byna, Ta 1 CTaB il Nywe NnpoxaTu, wWob BoHa BXe He cepannacsh i
3acTynujiacb 3a HbOIO.

— A wo 4 T06i pobntTnMy? — nuta Asgoxa. — He nae 3a tebe
XOPYH)XiBHA, TaK MeHi ike TyT Aifo? He nae, Tak CbKawn opyroi.

— Ta pe iy racnupa cbkaTn! — 30UXHYBLWN, Ka)Ke YNacoBu4Y, — 0HO Te,
O He NpuayMmato, e opyry cbkaTu, a gpyre Te, wo aanebi He xouy, 60
cMepTenbHO ynobue MocunosHy OneHy, Tak xo4 61 MeHi i cyaaisHa abo xou i
NOJIKOBHMKIBHA, TaK A i He NOAMUBIIOCE Ha HUX, 60 ynobue OneHy yCiM TisIOM i
ayuleto, i cepuemM, i yciMm XXnBOToM, i bavy cam, Wo KoM ii He gocTaHy, To abo
yTorocb, abo yaaBntocb, abo CBIT 3a o4mma niagy... MoMo)xm, NnaHbMaTiHOYKO!
— Ta bepkuub i1y HOMW, Ta axx rnJjaye Ta NPoCuUTb, OO He fana NoMy He
CBOEID CMEPTIO NponacTu Ta wob sk-Hebyab NpmnBopo>xnna, wob BoHa 3a
HbOIO 3axO0TiNna NTu.



— Ta 9K 3a Tebe i NTK Takin AiBYMHI? — BN'ATb Ka)ke dBaoxa. — BoHa
NiBKa-KO3Mp, Y1 oOexXeto, Y1 Ha Buay cobi, Tak 30BCiM fgiBKa, a xynobwu i
rpowen 0o KaTta, a Tm wo? Kyam Tm roguuica?

— Ta pmapma, TiTOYKO, MaTiHOYKO, AapMa! Hexan g i ctnakun, i 6pnakunn, i
YCAKUN; @ TN Taku 3pobu, wob BoHa MeHe nonwbuna Ta wob 3a MeHe 3aMix
niwna. LLLlo Kkona, To Komna OoTCe Ha CTOJli JIEXXUTb, @ TO COPOK aJITUH, Ta LWe...

— Hi, — kaxxe flBooxa Ta BiacyHyna Big cebe rpowwi. — MeHi cnx
KpermaxiB He Tpeba, HallLo BOHN MeHI? Y MeHe yce €, i, 4oro 3abaxkato, ycboro
AOCTaHy; @ KON TakK NUJIbHO NPOCULL, TO HEXaW BXXe i 3MUI0CEepPAOCh Haa
To6010, TiNbKM 3p06M MeHi OT Wo...

— W o 3Bennw, NnaHbMaTyClo, yce 3pobito. Yu 3sennw KoHoToMn cnanmTy,
TAK pa3oM 3 YOTUPbOX KiHLIB i 3aMasito; 41 3BeJINL YCHO KOHOTONMCLKY AIiTBOPY
— WO BW, BigbMun, He nobnte —Tak 3a 0AMNH AE€Hb YCiX 40 €AMNHOrO i
notpowy... | To rapasa, Ta MmeHi Tenep oT wo Tpeba. O3bMU T OTTOrO CYy4Oro
Ta npecy4oro cuHa LLsaHAtopy, WO 3HAB Mapy 3 awogen, wo a 6yno Hacnana,
K MeHi CiKyLito AaBasn, TakK 03bMIK MOro nig apewT, 6yuim BiH abo
npokpascb, abo Tebe nasae, abo WO X04 Ha HLOro Habpewn i 3BeAN NeHto, Ta
onbepu y Hboro Bcto xynoby, — 60 BiH cobi 3aMo)XHeHbKUN, — Ta Wob Ha
Tebe poanyi Noro He rpuManun, Tak TW Biggawn TEE yCEE NaHy NMUcapto
Puroposunyy...

— bnaroe gino i myapoe piweHie, naHi 3ybuxo, €n! icCTUHHO! — Tak
ob6izBaBCb NaH licTpsak, cunaaym cobi Ha naBui Kpal BikHa. A FBooXa N Kaxke:

— Bbo oMy, cnpoTi, Hirge y3aTun, TiIbKKW WO cnagKaMy XUBUTUCH, a
LLIBaHAtOpy 03bMU | BUXXEHN i3 cena, wob noro i oyx He nax. OT KON Cce MeHi
3pobuwl, To i A TO6I...

— Mypny, HAB, Mypay! — 06i3BaBCb BiAbOMCbKUM KiT, i 3ybuxa

CXaMeHyNacb Ta N Kaxe:



— E, Hi, we, ocb cnyxan we. [lomalwmnHa ATpiBka XBeHHa 303ynxa... He
MO>XHa MeHi 6in4 11 xaTn UTK, Tak i AoKJsaga MeHi Npo Te NoJI0THO, Lo B Hel 3
oropofia rnponaso Ta AKOCb-TO OMMHWIIOCHL Y MEHEe Y CKPUHI, TaK BOHa MeHe
3/I04INKOI0 Y3MBa | YCAKI OKNaAn AoKJaha; TakK Yy He MOXKHa i, nigpiszasLwiu,

TexX 3 cesla BUrHaTtum?

— Ta ang 4oro He MoXKHa? 'TiNbKK Ka)kun, yce 3pobnto... — Tak Ka3as naH
Ynacosuy, noseceniwasLlum, WO BXe BigbMa CTasia 40 Hboro gobpiwa.

— OTce yce konu 3pobuwl, TO i A...

— Mypny, mypay! — 3amMypankas BN'aTb KiT, i 3ybnxa 3HOB CTana
[Or0BOPIOBATUCH | KaXxe:

— Ta we oT y 4HiM noxxanitocb. [leMko CipoliTaH NPOCBITKY MEHi He [aE:
Nno3aB4yopa XBaJIMBCb, WO MOro KoTa BO'e, K NOro He bepertnmy, a BiH Taku
B6'e. Tak NOro-To, NaHe COTHUKY, MPOBYN Ta NPOBYM...

— Ta npoByy X, NMPOBYY, TiTYClO, TaK WO 00 HOBUX BIHUKIB byae TAMUTY;
TinbKn 3pobun i MOE AiNo... — NUIbHO NPUCTaKYK, NPoxaB il NaH 3abpboxa, i
yoro 6 TO BiH He obiwaBscs i 3pobuTn, abu 6 BOHa Tak NOYMHMNAG, WOO6
XOPYH>XiBHa 3@ HbOro riwna.

— Hy, nobpe X, CMHKY, KON X TakK, To 1 Tak. byae 3a Tobotw biratn
XOopyH>XXiBHa OnieHa i HoYi He cnaTun, 9K | TK 3a Het. K1uto, KNLLK, KWL, KULLLO.

— Mypny, HAB, Mypay, HAB!

— Jlobpe X, — Ka3ana dAsgoxa. — A igun, naHe YiacoBmY, 30 MHOIO 3 XaTw
Ta M yCTynuM 3 Mopora iBOK HOrOK Ha Micok, wob TBin cnig obisHa4YMBCb Ha

nicky.

OT i BMBeI@ Oro 3 xaTw, i cnig noro 3ibpana y XyCTouKy i 3aB'sa3ana; a
hani, BEpHYBLWUCH Y XaTy, Nnocagusia Ha Nnasi Kpan cTona, a Puroposundy



3BeJifla KaraHueM CBiTUTK, a. CaMa, y3aBLWMN NaHa 3abpboxy 3a NiBUA YC, i
CTajla BOJNIOCCH BIigAiNaATU. 3aK0NyrnHe HirremM BoJ1oC Ta M niynTb: "Pa3, aBa,
Tpwu..." — Tak gK Bigbepe OeB'aTb BONOCIB, Ta AEB'ATUN | pBOHE 30BCiM... [MaH
COTHUK KPUYUTb, MaH NMcap peroyYeTbcs... Asgoxa 3ybuxa wock wenye ta
CMNJIbOBYE, a KiT Mypsin4e Ha yCto xaTy... OT Tak-To y 6igHoro MnkuTm
Ynacosu4ya BigbMa BMpBaJia AeB'ATe BOJIOCCS 3 JIiIBOro yca i HapBasa X ycCix
a>k BOCbMepo, AoCTasia WMaToK rnanepy i 3aBepHyJsia Tyau Te€ BOJI0CCA, a NaH
3abpboxa, NOBUTMPABLUN CNbO3MU, LLIO TaK NMOMY i Tekn Big CKybiHHSA, CTaB

nuTaTW BilbMY, WO "KOJIN, — Ka)Ke, — 30BCiM NOBOPOXUIIA, TO BXe 5 1 nigy?"

— 1an, CMHKy, 340p0OB AOAOMY Ta JiAranm crnaTn, Ta U XXAuM Bifl XOPYHXXiBHU
npucuny, wob cnae 3a pyLHMKaMW.

MaH YnacoBuY, Ce€ MOYYBLUW, Ta 3a Wanky, Ta 3 XaTu, Ta He OrNaaatynchb
— poaomy, wob BiabMa He 3QyMana LWe Ae B HbOro BMpmBaTu Bonoccs. Mobir,
cepheLwHnn, He [OoXKAaBCh i CBOro nucaps, 60 Ton 30CTaBCA LWe y BiabMMU i.
LLLOCb OOBro 3 HEK FOMOHIB, | KiT 3 HAMWU MYPHUKAB; a 9K BUX0AMB naH MicTpsak

3 IBOOLLMHOI XaTwn, Tak 4yTn Byno, wo Ka3as:

— | ce yce 6bnaroHaMipeHHO yCTpOIBLLW, rpAay Y CBOt ManecTuHy.
MpowaBanTe!

— 1aiTe 300poBI! — ckasana fABooxa, 3a4MHAKYM 3a HAM ABepi y xaTy, Ta
M ofi3BasiaCb 00 KOTa: — Kuuto, KNLIO, KULLKO, KNLo!..

— Mypny, HAB, mypppay!

TyT 3apa3 y3aBLUK, 3HANA 3 FOJIOBU OYIMNOK, Cidy, K MOJIOKO, KOCY
po3nycTuna, y3sana biny copo4ky, Ta n Hagina Ha cebe, Ta Hi NosAca, Hi NaaxTn
He niaB'a3ana, Tak i CTasna No XxaTi XOAUTK Ta WenTaTu yCsKe KOJI4OBCTBO, Ta
y BCAKIM yrii Tpudi CnaboByBasia; Aai y3sfsia XJyKTo Ta 1 NonoXxusia noro
cepepf xaTw i CTana 3HOB LLOCb MO-BiAbOMCbKM BopMoTaTK; Aaniy3ana 3
KyXJIMKa SKOICb BOAW Ta, yce 6opmoyyyn, nobpmnskana Tow BoAoto i cebe, i
XKIIYKTO ycepeauHi... A KiT WO € AyXYy HABYUTb, @ Aalli @k Ha HOrM ycTtaB Ta



NOTAMHYBCb | 3aCBITUB O4YMMa LWe AYy>K4Ye, YAM KaraHeub y XaTi nanas... TyT
flBOOXa MepLLin y XJYKTO i Nofi3na... a K BUni3na, Tak ctana giskow! Ta n
AiBka X Hemygapa! | monoaa, i xopowa, i YopHsABa, i Wwe, MabyTb, Kpacusilla

Bifl YepHIriBCbKOI NPOTOMNONiBHX!

OT Ak nepepoamnnach Halwa BiAbMa, y3ana xab'a4oi cMeTaHu Ta
KOBbunng4oro cupy, rosI0OBOK Bifg TapaHi i, MOCKNagaBLLM Ha Tapisioyky,
nocTaBW/Ia Nepen CBOro KoTycs i Kaxke: "Kosm, KoTycto, 3axo4dewl 6e3 meHe
IcTn, Tak oT TObI Nnacowlis; He cKky4an be3 MeHe, NMOKK s BepHyCb". A cama,
AOCTaBLUM aX N'ATb AIMHNUYOK, NMoracuia KaraHeub i niwia 3 xaTn goiTn, Koro

in Tpeba byno.

TiNIbKW TakKK WO APYrnn NMiBeHb KPUKHYB, TYT ABAOXa L0 € AyXYy YCKOYMIa

B XaTy i BNasia, MOB HeXuBa. A .AK BigONXHyNa i ycTana... Ta BN'aTb CTaja
cTapoto 6aboto, sk i byna. 3apa3 KMHysacb A0 CBOrO KOTa i pO3Ka3ye, MOB
4010BiKOBI: "KOTYyCl0, KMLEeHbKY! Y He cKy4aB ke Tn 6e3 meHe? f TpoLKun
3abapunacbk: Nokn noobaoina ycix KOPoB, OBEYOK, a Ce e MeHi Tpeba 6yno
LLlYy4Oro MOJIOKa Ha O4HO Li/10; KUHYNacCb 00 CTaBKa, Ta MOKN BPaxXy LWYKY
30MMHWUAA, NOKMK i 3aMoBMa, Wob ganacsa 340iTN, aXK | KPUKHYB NepLlmni
MiBeHb; Ta XO4 BiH HAaM He CTpalWHNKN, Ta yce-Takn Tpeba 6yno nocniwaTw,
wob He 3acniBaB Apyrun; Torai 6 Tak Ha BY/MLUI NpOCTArnach, Sk Tenep

TyTey-Ka..."

A KIiT 3Ha XBOCTOM MNOMaxye, Ta ycaMu NOMOPIyeE, Ta WO € OyXY HABYUTD:
Tak-To papj 6ys CBOIN Xa35uui, WO BepPHYIach.

OT BOHa MOMY MOCTAHOBWIA e YCAKOro MoJIoKa i CMeTaHu, i cTana
nopaTuCh, Ta Aewo MilaTn, Ta BApPUTU Ha YaKJlyBaHHS, aXK OCb i CBIT!.. A TyT
TPOXW NoroAs i NnpurLlia 0o Hel XiHKa, ycsa rosiosa obB'A3aHa, i nge i oxa, i
npurLnia oxa, i cina i yce oxa.

— A BigKing Tn, monoguue? — nuTa Il dBgoxa.



— Ta A 3paneka! — Ka)ke Mosi0amus, oxatodn. — Konum 3HaeTe XyTip, Wwo
Ha Cyxin banui, a 3oBeTbcsA be3sepxui... ox!..

siBOOXa MOPrHyJsia Ha KOTa Ta N Kaxe:

— Hi, He yyna i 3poay He 6yna, i He 3HAO, XTO TaM i XXMBe... TN X 4oro go

MeHe npunwna?

— Ta, He BaM Ka)Kyuiu, MpUKnHynacb bewnxa, Ta yCcro MUKy MeHi
po3ayno... ox!" Tak oTce MeHe ntoan Hapasnu, wob go Bac iTu... 3ainante
MWUJIOCTb, TiTYCtO, pobiTb, IO 3HAETE, TiSIbKM MOMOXXIiTb, W06 9 CbOroaHi
BUCMiNIA [0 NaHAHKW HaLLOi XOPYHXXIBHWN MocunoBHn OneHn, — Ta, Cee

Ka)ky4u, i MoNoXXmna Ha CTin byxaHeub, N'ATIPKO S€LUb i Wara rpoLen.

3ybuxa 3apa3 i KUWHynacb, NoJ0XKWAa AONI HIXX | 3BesliNa Monoguui ctaTu
Ha HbOMY 60COI0 HOrOK NPOTU TIET LLLOKK, A€ CaMUN OY>XXHNA ONyX; a CaMa
AocCTasna y MNOKPULLKY »Xapy i MOsIoXKnia Tyan KyCOK CTPacHOI CBIYKKM Ta
najaHy, Ta KNanTuK TiEl XyCTKN, Ha 4iM CTaHOBNATb NAacCKy Nif CBAYEHHS, a
MO0 MU0 3aKyTana-3akyTana, wob ysecb AUM Hikyan Binbll HE NLWOB,
TiIbKW Ha Hel, a CaMa 3Hal Wenye Ta CrJIbOBYE, Ta AME Ha Xap, a KiT
HABYMTb Ha BCIO XaTy. OT KypuUTb TN KYpUTb, K TyT Mosioguus... ren! i snana
Ha [L0NiBKY, MOB He)uBa. 3ybuxa 1i BigBosiogana i nocaawusia Ha naBky Ta

Kaxxe:

— He xypucs x Tenep: MMHETbLCSA, AK Ha cobali NpncoxHe; ce 3 oven;

AKNN-TO YopHABMIN Napybok Ta Ha Tebe AMBMBCHL Ta 3aBUAYBaB...

— Tak i €! Ce X HAlW NaHW4Y, — Ka3aJila Monoanusa. — Takn SK MeHe He
B3OPUTb, Tak Yy BiYi i 3arnana; a Ha Tin Hefini y34B8 Ta pPyKOKO Nornaane MeHe
Mo wioui Ta n ckasas: "lWo 3a 3 yopTa rapHa monoguyka!" 4 Ttak i 3ropina, Ta
BiL TOrO Yacy Tak MeHe i y34/0...



TyT fBOoOXa i cTana ii po3nuTyBaTK... 06 4iMm in Tpeba Byno... a ganii
npoBoAusa 3 XxaTu Ta N Kaxke: "OT Tenep nobpe! Tenep yce 3Hato, WO MEHi
Tpeba..."

VIi

CmyTHa i HeBecena cupina Ha nNpm3bbi 6ina CBOEI XxaT NaHHO4YKaA
NocunosHa OneHa, XOpyHXXiBHa, Ha CBOEMY Be3sepxoMy xyTopi, Wwo Ha Cyxin
Banui, a 6inuMun pyvyeHaTamMu Konupcana y rosiosi 6paTmky cBOMy, NaHy
XOPYHXXeHKY. BiH, cepaewHuin, To AeHb 3 NAaHOTLEM, WO 3aKAXKaB [0
HbOI0O, MOXOBABLUM KOrOCb Ha APYriM XyTopi, Ta 3a o6igom, noiBwmn gobpe
BapeHUKIB Ta KapaciB, Y CMeTaHi XXapeHux, Ta 3anuBLUn CKosloTUHaMu (6o ce
BXe Lifnocb nicna Metpa), BUTAMIM CaMOTY>XXKW MO HOCATLI TEPHIBKYK, a
BULLHIBKOIO Ha O0OPOry 3anuin; a nigBedipkyydu, naHny yopas axk N'aTb
MaHOpUK* (*CMpHUKIB.) Ta ropleyok MacsisKiB, Y MacsleyKy Ta Y CMeTaHi
NPS>XEHUX, WO Ay>Ke ix Nobus, Tak NOro, XTo NOro 3Ha i Big 4oro, i 3aBaguno;
OT BiH i NpuAir o cecTpuli Ha KOJliHa, Ta K Ta NOMY CbKaJa, a BiH i 3aCHYB.
TyT npunwnuv 3 Nons i KOPoBK, i oBeYvaTa; OT IX TyT 0ifIg NAHHOYKM | LOIOTb, |
MOJIOKO B M1€4MKN 3/1MBat0Th... @ BOHa 1 bangyxxe! in HeHaye Hi 4o 4oro
Aina Hema! 3abyna AnBUTUCH i Ha AinBo, 3abyna 6paTuKy i y ronoBLi CbKaTH,
TiNbKW Yy HET i Ha aymui, Wo...

Tinbku Wwo xoTiB 6yB po3ka3zaTuy, 06 4HiM Hawa XOopyH>KiBHa AyMana i 4oro
Byna cMyTHa i HeBecena, aXk oCb i Npunwia Ao Hei 6abycs, Taka CTapeHbKa,
TakKa CTapeHbKa, WO Ha NMpeBenuky cuny anbne; oT niginwna go HeiTa n

Kaxxe:

— Lan, 60o>xe, BaM, MaHHO4YKO, BeYip gobpuin! Hexan sam 6or nomara!

AX 3ppurHyna MocmnosHa, Wo i He 6a4nna, BiAKiNA BoHa i y3anachk i aK
nepen Het cTansa; a gani, TPOXM CXaMeHyBLUWUCH, | KaxXke: .

— 3a0poBa, 6abycto! A Bigkina Tebe 6or npuHiIc?



— Ta a Tak cobi... i 3ganeky i He 30aneKky, 9 i TyTewHs, 9 N 30BCiM He
BifCisib; A1 | HIHOrO HE 3Halo | yCe 3Halo; | XTO i M0 YOMY XXYPUTbCSH, S i 3HalO | He
3Halo; i WO NoAiATKY, i BMIitO | HE BMIlO...

— Ox, 6abycto, Ta Tn He NpocTa? — nMTaeTbcs OneHa.

— Ta npocTiciHbKa, 6a4! He Baworo, naHCLKOro poay, a npocTta cobi
cTapa 6aba, He 3Halo HiYMET XXypbu, He 3Hato, XTO, CUASYN Ha Npu3boi,
XypuTtbcs 06 [leM'siHOBI, WO MiLOB B NOX0[4 3 KO3aKaMu; 4 Taku i TOro He
3Hato, XTo 6iNg KONOAA3A YCIO HiYeHbKY 3 HUM Npocuiifna i Ha NpowaHHSA
3HA1a 3 PYKKU CPibHUIN NepCcTeHsb i Bigaana 3 XyCTOYKOI0, WO CaMa YCAKUMU

LHOBKaMWu BMLLIMBaJa...

— OXx, MeHi nnxo, 6abycto! Ta Tn yce 3Haew?.. He romoHun, 6yab nacka,
BpaTuUK NPOKMHETLCSA Ta MOYYE, Ta MEHi CMiaTUMETbCA... Hexanm nicns Bedvepi s

Tebe NokAn4dy, To T B MeHe HoYyBaTUMeELl, Ta N Noroeopmumo 3 Toboto!

— Mig noBeH MicsAub Tenep-To i pobutn Wwo Tpeba, Hexan bpaTuk ine oo
cebe y xaTy, 36yaum noro; a g To6i ckaxxy, wo Tpeba pobuTtn, Ta ginom
cniwnTu. A 3HapowHo 0o Tebe cborogHi nicna BeyepHi 3 Kneea niwna...

— 91k ce MoXXHa? 3 camiciHbkoro Kmnesa? lNicnsa BevepHi? Ta CboOMy He
MO>XHa cTaTucb! — nNuTa OsieHa, AMBYIOYUCE. — AK-TakKn MOXXHa Big Kneea Ta

CKOpO AinTn? | 6an3eHbKNN CBIT?

— lMoxxanyin, QinTn He MOXKHA, TakK MU-TO 3HAEMO, IK BOHO pobutbCA.
36yamn nnweHb bpaTuka WwWBKuaLle, Hexan ige Ao CBoro gina, MeHi tpeba

WBMALW nocniwaTu.

— Ta 6paTuKy WOCb 3aBaguso, TPOXU He 3 o4ei. | ByB 340poBUN, Ta SK
FNSiHYJ1a Ha HBOIro 0Ta YOpPHABa MOJIOAMLSA, WO KOJIO KOPOBU XOAUTb, Ta
rNsHyNa, Ta W yCMixHynacb, 1 cama 6aymna, Ta nicaa Toro Tak NOro 3a XXUBIT i

y35J10; YN COHALHULUI, Hexan 6or 6opoHUTL! 4n LWo?



— Ce BCe 0ui, yce 04i Hapobunu; Ta He XXypuch, A Biaseny. Ocb 36yan
B6paTuka, a A HaBYy Mo0AMLIO, WO oMy Tpeba pobuTtn. Big Hel cTanocs,

BOHa Hexaw i 3HiMa.

OneHa cTana bpaTtmka bygnTn, Wo xpin Ha BeCb ABip, a 6abycsa niginwna
A0 MonoauUi... @ Ta 3pa3y i KpUKHyNa:

— Ox, TiTycto! | BM 0o Hac npuawnmn?..

— Ane! He Kpuyin nuweub, — Kaxke babycsa, — a oT Wwo 3pobun: o3bMu...
LWyny-wyny-wyny... — Hidoro He Mo>xHa 6yno po3cnyxaTu, Wwo in Tam 6babycsa

wenTana, TiZIbKM OnicNa MONOANLS | KaXe:

-— Ta pobpe, nobpe; 3abaBTe TiNIbKM MAHHOYKY.

— A BXe, — Kaxxe babycs, — ce BXe MO€ AiNno. Xoam X Clogn 3a MHOK. —
Ta n npuBena MOJIOAULLIO A0 MAaHHOYKK, Ta N Kaxke: — OCb A HaB4Mna
MO0 M0, K 3 MaHW4Ya COHALHMLI 3HATWY; iAW XX, NAaHNYEHbKY, LWBNAL 3
Heto, BOHa 3pobuTb T06i, Wo A 3Benina; Ta wenaw pobite, a —T0 Tebe Tak
po3bepe, WO 1 Ha CTiHY noJii3eLd.

— OX, NMMweHbKo! — Ka3ana, 3/19KaBLNCb, XOPYHXiBHa. — 1M X,
bpaTuky, ian weunawe. Pobn nomy, MoTpe, gk 6abycsa kazana. Ta pobwu
rapasg, Ha criwayun...

OT NaH XOpPYHXXEeHKO MiloB 3 Mosioguuelo y xaTy, a babycsa — nnwocb! —

6ing NaHHOYKWK Cina Ta N Kaxe:

— Ty>XuLl, MOSl 303yJIEHBbKO, 3a CBOIM CM31M ronyboHbkoMm, Ta 6ba! Hema
NOro TyTeyka; niwoB gaieKo-4aNleKo, aXk 00 YepHirosa...

— Ta no YoMy Tu, 6abyce, yce 3Haew? XT0 ce Tob6i po3Kka3yBaB., WO A
TaM... YX XKYPIOCSH, YW... LLLO TaM TaKe... 1 N He 3Hato! — nNuTana, COPOMIIAYNUCH,

NocunoBHa.



— B)xe-To A He 3Hato! — Kaxke 6babyca. — Hawio K Ham | 30pi, KoM HaM
Ha HUX He AMBUTUCL? [NAHY 3BeYopa, MsHY i ONiBHOYI, MOAMBIOCH | Nepen

CBITAHKOM, Tal 3HaAto, Ae WO OIETbCA.

— Konm X Tn 3Ha€EWw ycroamn, ae Wo LiETbCA, TO CKaku MeHi, 6abycto, wo
pobunTtb Tenep... — ckasasa OneHa Ta U NOYEepBOHINA, 9K KapMa3WH, i 431K

CTaB MOB MOBCTHAHUN.,

A 6abycsa nepexonuna Ta N Kax<e:

— eM'aH? .

— E-re-re-re!

— CynpeHko Xanascbkun, OMensaHoBnNY?

— ATOX!

— Ocb cnyxan JoHt, Wo BiH pobuTb: oTce ByB 3 KO3aKaMM Ha MYLUTPI
nepepn naHoOM NMOJIKOBHMKOM Ta, BTOMMBLLMWCL, MPUALLOB A0O0MY, PO3AArCh,
po3nepe3aBCb Ta W Nir, cymytoum 06 1o6i, Ta N XXypuTtbCs, WO, AyMa, He

wBmako tebe nobaunTb.

— | KaXKyTb-Taku, WO He WBUAKO iX CNyCTATh!

— He Xypucb; Mo>xe, T NOro i Cboro Be4yopa nobaunu...

— [e 1o BXe, 6abycto, MeHi noro nobaymTn Ta we i Cboro Bevyopa. BiH He
nTuys, wob nomy oo MmeHe npuneTitTu!

— XO0Y4 i He NTnuA, a NpUNeTUTb | ypoanTbCa OoTyT nepepn Toboto, Ak oTce

A. Yn xou, Wwob npuneTis?



— [e To BXe, M0os ronlybo4Kko, He Xo4y! AX XIXKKUN TPYyCATbCS, Wob xoH
6u noro nobaunTn. 34inam MNNOCTb, HEXaW NPUNETUTb A0 MEHE... Ta YN He

6yne nomy AKoi Big TOro Hagcagm?

-— TaKWM a)K HiYOriCiHbKO; BiH Ha Te KO3aK.

— MpuKnY xe Noro, NAaHbMaTO4YKO, XO4 Ha YaCUHOYKY, XO4 Ha
FOAMHOYKY; X04 61 a9 Ha Hboro noameunacs! Lo 3Haew, Te n pobu, a a Hi4oro
He MoXKaJsKyl. Yce TyT MOo€, aaM To6i ycboro, 4oro 3abarka€Lu.

— [obpe X, ooHto, nobpe. Xonim cBoe pobutn. OT i BBINLWAN Y BENINKY
XaTy, no3auwinanu i ABepi, i BikHa, a BXe i COHeYKO CTasio 3aXoaUTw;
NnaHHOYKa 3aTonwusa y nedi, cama cxoauna rno BoAy, a rwia no Boay, sk
6abycs ii HaBYMNa: HE NPSAMO A0 KPUHULI, a By muaMmn obxoanna HaBnakm
COHUS; NpUiLIIa A0 KpuHULi, Habpana BiApO BOAK Ta N BUAWA Ha CXOn4
coHus; apyre Habpana i BuAnIa Ha 3axof4 COHUS, a TpeTe Habpaswmn, — WO €
AyXy, He Ornsaalo4nch, i BN'ATb He NPAMO, a ByuLelo 3a coHueM. OT Ak
npuvHecna, Ta N HaCTaHOBW/IA KallHUK 3 Boaot; a 6abyca goctana 3-3a
nasyxu 3innsa: NlbUCTKy, MaTepPUHKK, YopHOBpMBLIO, LIBITY MAanopoTi, Tepandy
Ta yCbOro no ny4yeyui BCUMasa B KalWWHWK Ta U NPUCTaHOBWIA 0 BOTHIO; a
cama y3s/1a MyKN NWeHWYHOoI, 3aMicusia BOOOK, Ta W BUNHAMIA 3 KAJINTKN Y
nanipui Kowayoro Mo3Ky, BigKoJsiynasa najbLeM Ta rnosoXxuna y Te TiCTo;
Aani poctanay cebe 3 xycTku, wo b6ys 3aB'a3aHuin, cnig naHa 3abpboxn Ta 1
po3aininna nornosiaM i 04Hy 4YaCTOYKY BCUMNasa y Te XX Taku TiCTo, 3aMicuna i
CKa4asia KOp>XXuK, rnocaguna B iy CnekTuch, i yce 3 NpuroBopkamu Ta
CMJIbOBYBAHHSAM, @ XOPYH>XXIBHI 3BeJslifla CUAITK Ha nony, NnigidbpasLumn HOrv nNig
cebe, He XXaxaTUCh, i, WO B3APUTb, He DOATUCH HIYOrO, | yce AyMaTun npo
CBOro Muso4aHa.

OT K KOP>XXUK CMiKcs, BOHa ” fana noro 3'ictn OneHi 3a Tpu pasuy,
3anvBatoydn 3 BOASHYMKA BOAOIO, WO HawenTana 6abyca; a 3aTuUM i ropLyok 3
3in1aM cTaB 3akunaTu. babycs, rykKHyBLUW Ha MoCUMOBHY, W06 HIiYOro He
>axanacb, y3sania apyry 4acTky ciigy YnacoBmyeBoro Ta v Bcunana y
KMN'AYUA rOPLUKK | CTasa MiaTun, a caMa ax< y nivy MoB yJi3fa, Ta Wo € AyXy i

KpndnTb: "Tepand, Tepany! necatboX NPUKInNY, a 3 4ecaTboX AeB'ATbOX, a 3



[eB'ATbOX BOCbMUPbLOX, @ 3 BOCbMUPbOX CEMUPbLOX, @ 3 CEMUPLOX LLECTUPBLOX,
a 3 WeCTUPbOX MN'ATUPLOX, @ 3 N'ATUPbOX YOTUPLOX, @ 3 YHOTUPBLOX TPbOX, a 3
TPbLOX OBOX, @ 3 ABOX 0A4HOro, Ta Aobporo". Ta N NpMMOBMUIA HULLLEYKOM, W06
XOPYHXXiBHa He Yyna: "lNaHa COTHMKa KOHOTonNcbkoro 3abpboxy, Ynacosum4a
MunKNTyY; a XTO XAe Ta [oxupa, Tak Hexan cobi gpima". Ta n AMyxHyna Ha
OneHy, a Ta Hi 3 CbOro Hi 3 Toro i ctasa cobi gpimaTu.

Bn'aTb Bpaxka 6aba cTana ropwink mMiwaTn i BN'aTb KPUYUTb Y KOMUH Til X
pedi: "Tepnuny, Tepnny! oecaTboX NMPUKANY..." — Ta 1 3Be/sla Ha 04HOro, yce-
TakKu NaHa Ynacosuya, gani n npumMoBuia HUWEYKOM: "A XTO CMOnNTb Ta
XXOEeTb, TON Hexan cobi 3acHeTb". Ta BN'ATb AMYXHYJ/la Ha XOPYH>XiBHY, @ BOHa,
cepAellHa, Tak i 3acHyna... Ctana 6abycsa yrpeTe MiwaTu 3i105 i BXXe Wo €
Ayxy y Tpyby KpnunTb Ha Tep/inY; i AK AoBesia 40 04HOro, Tak axk 3anuiuiana
BiL HATYru, Kpu4ya4m 30 BCIi€EI CMIM Ta 30BY4M NaHa Ynacosu4a, a Ha
XOPYHXXIBHY OMYXHY/a i roBOpUTb: "A XTO CNUTb Ta corne, Tak Hexaw i
3axpone". A Bifi cboro naHHa VMocmnosHin 6ebex y noayLwKn Ta i 3axponina Ha
BCIO XaTy... A TYT WOChb i3 CiHEN y XaTHi ABepi — ren! Ta N CTOrHe, i WOCh
MypHU4e, — i oxKa... lMobaymm onicng, wo 1o Tam 6yno...

VI

CMyTHUI | HEBeCeNuin CTOAB, PYKN 3a10KMBLUN, XBabpol KOHOTOMNCbKOT
COTHI MaH COTHMK, Ynacosmy Mukuta 3abpboxa, y C/laBHOMY COTEHHOMY
MicTe4yky KoHoTORi, Ha Byauui, 6insa WwWuHKy, ae ycerna 36upanacsa COTHA 4um
Ha MYLLUTPY, Y1 Ha Nepeniky, WO Y1 He BTIK KOTPUM Ko3akK Yacom, bysa. CTOiTb
BiH, cepZieKa, PpyKun 3/10)KUBLLW, rOJI0OBY MOHYPUBLLW, MOB BiJ1 Mepen ApMoM; a
KO3aKWN Ha4YnCTo, YCS COTHSA, K CKJI0, Mepes HUM CTIHO CTOITb, LWankun
NOCKJlafaBLUW Ha MPUCH Y WWHKY, Wob Ak byae mywTpa, Tak wob He
nocnagasv 3 rojioB, a AiTBopa, WO TyT Tak i 6ira Kpyr Ko3auTea, Wwob He
nigidpanu Ta He 3anpoTOPUIN KYAU reTb. Tak OTTO CTOATb KO3aKW i XXOYTb,
Wo 3 HUMKM 6yayTb pobuTn | AKNM Npuka3s dyne, Ta npomex cebe gewo i
6a3ikatoTb, MOB BOAa Ha JIOTOKAX WYMUTb, @K JlyHa nae; Ta A4OCTaBLM 3
XaNnsAB XTO PiXKOK 3 Kabakot, — Ta HIOXalTb, Ta YXaloTb, @ XTO JIOJIbKY — Ta,

TYT Il pO3nanmeLLNn, i CMOKYe.



MNaH 3abpboxa CbOro HiYOro He BBaXKa, i He 6a4nTb, | He YyE, WO Kpan
IOro HieTbcs. oMy 30a€ThCS, WO BiH | 4OCI CyXa, WO YATaB NOMY NaH nucap
KoHoToncbkoi coTHi Mpokin Puroposudy MNicTpak. A cen faBHO BXXe NPOYnTaB,
wo Tpeba, Ta, 310XKMBWK ByMary, Knage y KuweHto... AXX 0Cb NaH Ynacosuy

30NXHYB TAXXKO Ta Ba>XXKO, MOB KOBaJIbCbKMW MiX, Ta NUTa nmnucapsn.

— 34inan MnNocTb, NpuATeNo PUroposuyy! po3kaku MeHi cnoBamu, L0
TV TaM y fienopTi YnTaB? Ty 3HAEL, WO A HIYOr0 NMMCbMEHHOIO HE PO3XYIO,
X0M i y WKOAi BYMBCSA i "Bipyto" no4as 6yno B4MTK, Ta Ha '")Ke 3a HUM" AK
3aTABCb, Ta W NOKUHYB NUCbMO. Tak TW MeHi He YnTaun, a PO3Kaxu, Lo OTeE,
3a 2lenopT NpPUHIC Ko3akK 3 YepHirosa? Ag)xe Mu nocsasam nenopT, Wo y noxon
He nigeMo, Xo4 Hexam Kijl Ha rofoBi TeWYyTb; HAM HIKOMIN, Apyre 4if0 3anLWno;

TaK 40ro Lie BOHMU I'IaLLl,eKleTb?

— Yca cnuppa YepHiroscbka 6e3ymito yoagecs! — CcTaB KasaTw,
NPoKaLWNABLIWCL, NaH MicTpAK, — BO3NUCYIOTb NpeanncaHie i 1atoTb Bac,
NnaHe COTHUKY, i MeHe — M, rMm! — BO3CO31BalOTb — MpoLLanTe y CiM CNoBi —
OYPHAMU, 3aHEe)Xe MW BO3MHYLLA/INCA X NOBeJliBaHIEM | He HanpaBUXOM CTOMU

Hawa [o YepHirosa.

— [lorapnaBchb, X04 Yyepes3 geedTe-n'ATe yroponas, WO TW, NaHe nucapto,
roBopul; Tak cebTo Ham yce-Taku 36upaTuch Ao YepHirosa?

— He iHayve, gk oba4e! — cka3aB Puroposu4, MOprHyBLUN YCOM.

— Tak Tpacus X ix matepi! OT M ayna nig Hic! — Ta, 310KUBLLW AYI, |
CTaB KpyTuTU. KpyTMB-KPYTUB Ta Ha YepHiros i nocuna, Ta yce npuyMokye. A
nani 9K KpukHe: — He nigy; s 1M nocsaB Yepes3 KpMBOro NenopT, WO HaM

HiIKOJIN.

A naH lMicTpsK i kaxe:



— Ta Haw KpuBUNA iwe He coTBOPUB AowKaHambaHia | 4o NONOBUHM NyTi.
He Bo3MywlanTech, NaHe COTHUKY; MU He i3naemMo, oHOeXe He NOoJy4YnuMo

OTBITCTBOBAHIA HA HAaLle COMHUTENIbCTBO.

— Tak-Takun, Puroposuyy, He nigemo. bay, K 9 Myapo CKOHMNoHyBaB? He
nigemMo Ta n He nigemo. Hy, xnonui! CoHe4Yko 3axoanTb, PO3XoAbTeCh
BeYepATH, a 3aBTpPa YMM CBIT 3 KOCaMU KOCUTWU MeHi. A xoAiM, NaHe nucapto,
[0 MeHe BeYepsaTy; Na3bka Haninuna Myapux BapeHUKIiB Ta CNpsarsia seLwHio...
On, nmweHbko! On, patynte! On, 6iga! — cTas NaH YnacoBuy He CBOIM
ronocom nNpobi kpmn4aTn Ta 3a 60KM XxBaTaTUCk... [MaH MNiCTPSAK | KO3auUTBO
KMHYJI0Cb [0 HbOTIO, LU0 WO NOMYy TaM cTasnocA? AX BiH... LLenecTb....
NiIAHABCA OOropw i NOJseTIiB, AK NTULA, yCe-TakKM KpuUyayu Lo € rosocy...

LLLo XK TO y>KaxXHy/Mcsa yCi loan y CJlaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MICTEYKY
KoHoToni, sk no6ayunnn, wo ix npexsabpoi COTHi NaH COTHMK, MnkuTa
Ynacosuy 3abpboxa, Ta NigHABCH Nifg camiciHbKi Hebeca i 6e3 Kpun, Ta
neTuTb, 9K Taa NnTuual | XiHKKY, | My>XnKKW, i Mana giteopa, Ta wo To! i ctapi
NOBUMOB3aJIN 3 XaT OUBUTUCH Ha TaKy NPOSABY, | YCi )X TO No3ajunpasn rojosu i
AVBNATbLCA, AK NMaH 3abpboxa, MOB NTax SKMN 3aMOPCbKUN, NeTUTb Nonig
Hebecamn; pykamu 60BTa, MOB KpUiaMun, YHepkecka NoMy po3ayBa€ETbCH,
HOraMu gpuvra, LWapoBapu HaNy>XUancb, caM yrnoTiB, HiIbW y rapsaydin 6aHi, i
NeTuTb, | KpU4NTb, | Ae 3a34pUTb Ha 3eMJ1i YOJI0BiKa, TO CKIJIbKM € roJ10Cy
nuTK NpocnTb. Cee Havaym, CTapi NIOAM NOTb, XKaXartTbCs; XKIHKWN FONI0CATb
3 nepensky, a MaauMm [iTaM He O4HOMY L0BeJI0Cs Nnepenosiox BUameaTu. A 1o

X | He CTpalHo?..

Mpokin PuropoBun4, 6a4aym Takee AMBO, CTaB, 3a4paBLUMN OOFOpPU FOJI0BY,
POT PO3358BUB, @)X FOPJIAHKY BUAHO, O4i BUIYNMUB Ta pyKaMun 3Ha pO3MaxyeE,
wo6 To niMMaTK Ta BAEP)XaTW NaHa COTHMKA, WO MONETIB, AK rycak. Ta n
KO3aUuTBO yCe, Takn yce A0 O4HOro, AMBYBaJZIMCA Ha ClOO KoMegdito... Ta aK i
He AMBYBaTUCb, 6aYvayn, L0 YO/I0BIK O CBOIM YMi Hi 3 TOr0 Hi 3 CbOro NnoJseTiB,
AK NTax. | konm 6 ce oniBHOYI, 9K YCAKA HEYNUCTb TOBYETbLCH, @ TO LWe 1

COHEYKO Ti/NIbKW L0 3anLJio...



Crtapa JIb03HUXa nenBe Bif CTApOCTi Ta Big HeAyrv BMALLIA Ha NoaBip'a i,
AVBNAYNCb Ha KO3aKiB, K BOHU 36upannck, ik npomMexx cebe xxapTyBanu, K
naroaAnancb MyLluTpy BUKMAATH, 34MXHYNa Ta 1 Kaxke: "Cnaea T06i, rocnoaw,
o A He Ko3ak! He 3ayXalo i 4yepe3 xaTy nepenTun, a To 6 Tpeba biraTn Ta
6opoTuch, Ta MyITpyBaTUCh! He xo4y, He xo4y Ko3akoM ByTu!" — Ta i
3aQMBMNaChb Ha HUX, @ gani... 3upK! JIeTUTb NoHa g Helo WOChb Take CTpaLUHe...
Po3rnepiswu, noTonana A0 KO3aKiB i CTana iM po3ka3yBaTy, Wob Bxe He
NOXKNOann NaHa CoOTHMKa, 60 BXXe BiH y BUpI noneTiB. "f, — Ka)ke, — camMa

6aymna: n1eTuTb, MOB BOPOHW, TiNIbKW WO HE KpaKa, a 3Hal NUTU NMPOoCnThb..."

MaH Nucap i Ko3akKu — HiYoro podbuTb — NOPO3IXOAMNNCE |
nopo3KasyBasn, XTO He 6a4dmB, IK KOHOTOMNCbLKMA NaH COTHUK, MyukuTa
YnacoBuy 3abpboxa, NoseTiB, MOB BOPOHA... | yCi X TO, XTO NPO Ce He Mo4yeE,
3[ABUrHe nje4ynMa Ta N AMBYETLCA i Kaxke: "XXaun X nobpa, Konm i Ha4anbCTBO
Halwe obeigbMunock!" A MNMpokin Puroposuy 3Ha, ae paku 3umMyroTbcs! BiH X0\ i
nepesigikaecCb, Ta He 3abyB Hi NPO BapeHWKK, Hi NPO AEWHIO, Hi Npo lMa3bKy;
ryJbK 0O Hel Ha Be4Yeplo... Ta NMpo NnaHa COTHMKA BXe i He 3raZlyBasin.

A Haw nap COTHUK NeTiB, cepaeLllHnNn, NeTiB Big camoro KoHoTona i He
3Ha, Ae BiH ONMHUTBLCA | WO 3 HUM byae, aXk rysibK — XyTip, | BiH 4y€, WO CTaB
CMYCKaTUCb YCe HMXYe, HUXKYe... Po3rnapgae, npuanBnaeTbCa — axk ce XyTip
be3sepxun, wo Ha Cyxin banui... OT neTuTb Ta N€TUTb NOHa4 XaTaMu Ta B
XOPYHXXeBUW ABIp, Ae BXe BiH He pa3 bys... OT aK yneTiB y ABip Ta 40
XOPYHXXIBHUHOI XaTW, Ta Yy CiHW, Ta NPAMICIHBKO Yy XaTHi ABepi, WO 3a4YNHEHI i
i3cepenunHn 3awenHyTi 6ynu, ren! mos AoBOHelO, Ta TYT i NPOCTArHYBCb, AK
KoJsio4a, i He auwe, i He BOPYLUUTbLCS. ..

OTce-To renHyso y XxaTHi ABepi, Aie YakJlyBasia HaZlL XOPYHXXIBHOIO
KOHOTOMNCbKa BigbMa fiBooxa 3ybuxa.

OT flBooxa 3apa3 i obizBanacb A0 HbOIO:

— He cTorHm gyxe i He oxan, Wo6b XTO He MoYyB, Ta UAW WBMALLE Y XaTy.
— BigwenHyna nomy asepi, Kavye Noro, KJanye; axk Hema rnacy, Hi



NOCAYLaHIsA; NeXUTb Hall MaH COTHMK, MOB oaybiB. Hivoro Asgoci pobutn,
MOBOJIOKJ1a NOr0 CAMOTYXXKW y XaTy, | AK NepeBosIoKJ1a Ha Apyre Micue, BiH i
3aCTOrHas, i o4MMa nyn! i He ni3Hae€, ae BiH Ce ONUMHMBCL? Po3rnagatoyn
ycioan, nisHas 3ybuxy, 3apa3, CTOrHy4u, i movYaB KopeHUTn 6aTbKa i MaTip Ti,
o 3pobmna Hag HUM TaKy KanocTb. A iBAOXa TiIbKM 3Ha CBOE ToBYe: — He
3Ha€ELW cBoro wacTta! Ta He Kpniun-60, po3byanw ycio ABipHIO. LLLo x byaew
DiaTN: 3N19KaBCb, 3/19KaBCb, Hirae Aitucb. Hikonm Tenep nepenosiox BUINBaTK.,
Ha nuweHb, NoHoxan cboro. — Ta 1 nigHecsna noMy nif HiC TepToro xpiHy. BiH
SIK HIOXHYB, Ta N YXHYB a>k Tpudi, a fani cTas NpoCUTU NUTK. ABAOXa y3Ana
BOAW, MowlenTasa Hag Heto, 36pn3Hyna noro Toto BOAO, Aasi 31M3ana
A3UNKOM XpecT-HaxpecT Yyepes Bua, Wwob 3 o4en 4oro He CcTanocChb, Ta N gana
NOMYy Til BOAMN HAaNUTUCL. BiH 3a 04NH KOBTOK YMManUin BOASAHYMK TaK i

BUCYLLMB Ta N Kaxe:

— [awn, TiTycClo, we.

— An