byB cobi KOTUK Ta NiIBHUK, i Ay>Xe BOHW nobunm ogHe ogHoro. OT i
NOYann XUTKU BKYMi, B 0OHIN XxaTui. Xnnm cobi XopoweHbKO — KOTUK Y
CKPUMNOYKY rpae, a NiBHUK NiceHbkU cniBae. KoTuk ige Akoi ki 3006yeBaTu, a

MNiBHWK OOMa CUOUTb Ta XaTu rNaanTh.

OT>XXe, KOTUK Bylo gK ige 3 AoOMy, TO N HAaKa3YyeE:

— F'nagun X, NiBHUKY, CUAW B XaTi Ta HIKOro He Nyckawu, i caM He BUXOAb,

X04 61 XTO N KJINKaB.

— [obpe, nobpe! — Ka)ke MiBHMK Ta 3aCyHe XaTy N CUOUTb, aX MOKKN

KOTUK BEPHETbCA.

TinbKn 3aBuAina NiBHMKa JIMCUYKA Ta WU 3aayMasia Noro BMMaHunTun, 6o
BOHa JlaceHbKa A0 KypATUHKK! OT i XUTpYE, 9K 61 TyT NiBHUKA BUMAHUTK 3

xaTwu. Miginge nig BikOHUE, 9K KOTUKA HEMA OO0Ma, Ta N NioMOBJISE:

— lan, niBHUKY, 0o MeHe! LLlo y MeHe 30/10Ta NweHnusd, measaHa soanus!

A NiBHUK 11 04MOBJISIE:

— TO-TOK, TO-TOK, HEe BeniB KOTOK!

BaynTb NMCMYKa, WO He BUMaHUTb Tak NiBHWKA, Ta NpunLia pas3 yHoui,
Hacunasna NiBHMKOBI MoMig BiKkHOM 30J10TOI MNWEeHWLi, @ CaMa 3acijla 3a
XaTKOW Ta 1 goxmnpae. OT>xe, KOTUK cobi NiwoB., a NiIBHUK MSHYB Y BiKOHLE,
KOJIM Nig XaTKOI MWEeHNUA po3CcunaHa, Taka XopoLua, i HIKOro Hema.
NMoHaauBCA NiBHUK Ha Ty nweHuuo! Jyma cobi: nigy nmw g TPOLLKK
nokatow! Ag>Ke HiKOro Hema, He CTpaLlHO. f NOKJII0I0 Ta U 3HOB Yy XaTKy
cxoBatocs. KoTuk i He 3HaTuMe! BO HIKOro Hema, TO HiIXTO NOMY N He CKaXe...



Buinwos niBHUK. Knoe cobi NweHnYKy, KIE... A NTMcnyka nigkpanacsa Ta

M cxonwuia NiBHUKa 3a XBiCT. [NoTacKkajsia 00 CBOEI XxaTun!

A NiBHWYOK TOAI ryKae:

— KoTuky-bpaTuky,

Hece meHe nucka

Mo KamMeHo-MOoCTY.

Ha CBOEMY XBOCTY.

MopAaTyin meHe!

KoTuk i no4vyB. 3apa3 nobir paTyBaTu niBHUKaA. Ta TiNIbKK X MOKK npuodir,
JINCNYKA BXXE AalIeKo 3aMyana niBHMKa. KoTuk 6ir, 6ir, He norHas! BepHyBcs
nonomy. Tak NOMy CYMHO cCaMOMy — HeMa NiBHMKAa!.. 3ansakaB KOTUK, a gani
CiB, AymMaB, AyMaB Ta M HaayMaBCs: B3SB CBOKO CKPUMOYKY 1 nMncaHy Topby Ta
M MilWOoB A0 JIMCUNYYNHOI XaTKMW.

A B IMCNYKM BY10 HOTUPU [OYKU N OAUH CUH. NpuHecna iMm nncmus
NiBHWKA, HaKa3aJsa oKpin y nedyi rpitn, wob niBHnka obnatpaTtu, 60 BiH BXe
30BCiM nNpuayLweHunn dys.

— Ta rnagiTb Xe,— KaXke JIMCNYKa,— HIKOro He nyckante! — A cama
nobirna we Kyaucb Ha N0OBWU.

OT, a9k nncmnyka nobirna, KOTUK NiAiINWOB Nif BiKOHLUE Ta 1 3arpas y
CKPUMNOYKY, e 1 NMpUCniBYE:

— Ay IMCKK, B JIMCKN HOBUI OBIp,



Ta yoTmpwn Jo4YKKN Ha BUbIp,

M'aTmm cMHKoO

e n NMunnnko:

Bunown, nuce,

MoaunBucs,

Yu xopouue rpato!

OT HancCTapwa MCUY4MHa O04YKa He BTepnisia Ta N Ka)ke 00 MeHLUNX:

— Bu TyT nocnabTe, a A Nigy NogMBOCSA, LLLO BOHO TaM Tak xopolle
rpae!

TiNbKW WO BMLWIAG, @ KOTUK 1T — LOK Yy J106OK Ta B NnncaHy Topby!

A caM 3HOBY rpa€ ” NpuUCniBye:

— On y NUCKN, INCKU HOBUW ABIp,

YoTupwn 0o4kum Ha BubIp...

He BTepnina n gpyra nncuyisHa, sunwna... Kotmk i Ty — UoK y 1000K Ta
B NncaHy Topby! TaK yCix NIMCUYOK | BAMaHUB. A NINCNYeHKo, NMuannko, Xxnas-

XX[aB CeCTPUYOK — HeMa, He BepTatoTbca! OT BiH | AyMaE:

“Migy s 1x no3araHAa0, a To MaTu Nnpunge, To byne ceapuTuCs, WO B XaTi

He cnaaTb".



Bunwos i NMunannko. A KOTUK i MOro — LoK y /1IoboK Ta B NMcaHy Topby!

Tak ycix i noxsaTaB. Tofi 3aB'A3aB IX MOTY3KOM i BBIMILLOB Y JINCUYYUHY XaTy.

3HaNLWOB NiIBHMKA — BiH JIe)KaB y>Xe 30BCiM HEeXXNBUW, 30MJTINIMA. A KOTUK

MOro CXOMNMuB 3a XBOCTUK Ta N Kaxe:

— MiBHKKY, MiIBHUKY, CTPENneHnCH!

MiBHMK CcTpeneHyBCA N OXXUB. Ta Takun paguin!

— Cnacubi Tobi,— Ka)ke,— KOTUKy-bpaTuKy, LLO T MeHe oapATyBaB.
Tenep xe g9 Tebe cnyxaTumycb A0BiKy!

OT B342u1 BOHM BABOX, Ae Lo 6yno B INCUYKKU, NOISIN, TOPLLUKN-MUCKKN
nobunu, a cami BTeKAN foaomMy. Ta 1 3HOB xuam cobi Bkynui. MNiBHUK yxe
cnyxaBcsl KOoTuKa. | Bce 6yno nobpe.



