Lle 6yB 3Bu4anHum nonkosumn nec. Cipa, Havye nocmnaaHa nonesiom,
KyZJslaTa rojioBa noro Tpumanacb rop4oBUTO 3aBXXAW Bnepen, a XBiCT —
HanneBHIWWN MaHoMeTp cobadymx HacTPOiB—TO KpyTuecsa 6ybanykom, To
BUMNPOCTOBYBABCA PIBHUM KiJIKOM, BiAbnBato4m HaMTOHLUI HIOAHCUN NOrro

wacnmeoro, 6e3TypboTHOro XunTTS.

BiH 3'aBMBCA cepepl NOXMYpUX KazapMeHUX CTiH HEBIQOMO BigKins, noro
nopoAa " NoOXo4>XeHHs He Bynn 3anucaHi B NOIKOBUX aHHanax, ane lNMerac —
NOro iM's 3 Nerkoi pyku KanitaHa 2-1 poTu — CTaB HeBiAJ1ly4HOK YaCTUHOIO
NOJIKY, NOro NpUTaMaHHOK NMPUKMETOI0 | HaBiTb OKpacow. loBrumun 6yaHamm
nonkoBol HynoTu lNMerac BunexxyBaBCs B KaHLUenApil, BpSAN-roan BUpYyLUaB i3
OPYyrot poTo Ha MYLUTP — BiH HECBIAOMO, WIBUALLE 3a iHTYILIE, B35B Hapg
Helo MopaJsibHe WedCTBO, N perynasapHo, ABiYi Ha OeHb, NOro KyasaTa
nocTaTb 3abirana Ao KyxHi, wob 3abe3nedynTn cobi ypiBHOBa>KEHUN HACTPIN
O(iLINHOIr0 BINCbKOBOIr0o BUr N4y U eHeprio s poMaHTUYHUX npurofd. O, i
POMaHTUYHI npurogn! Konm 6 3HanTm 0Xo40ro cnnucaTu ix — BOHU Mornm 6
CKNAaCTV MOPASHUIA 3MICT A0 aBaHTYPHOro poMaHy, aje obMeXxMMochb Ha uen
pa3, CKa3aBLW, WO B Li MOBaXXHin LapuHi cBOro 3emHoro 6yTTa Nerac maB
MeBHi NpuBIsiel He Nuwe Hag ABOPOBUMU, 3aXJIA/IMMN LyLMKaMK, ase N Hag

MNCJINBCbKNMW NMOHTEPaMN, draBMumMmmn IZ XopTaMu.

Merac 6yB NONKOBMM MCOM, i HE AapMa X BiH MaB TakKe CUJIbHE NMpoTexe
B 0cobi KaniTaHa ApPyroi pOTN N HaBiTb CaMOro NOJIKOBHUKA.

Ane 6yBanun OHi, aKi 3BM4alHO NO3Ha4YanAncCb y Tabeni N0ONKOBMM CBATOM,
abo Te30iMeHNTCTBOM, i ToAi Meracose XuTTHa Habupano Bpa3 BUCHOBKIB
ICHYBaHHSA cipux, byaeHHUX OHIB, NiAHOCKUIOCL Ha BEPXOBUHU coba4voro
wacTs, 3ropha ornanano BBeCb HYy>XKOEHHUW, 3€MHUW, HEBIMCbKOBUI CBIT ax
A0TW, LOKN He cxoamnna 3a MY3UKOIO HiY i Ha paHOK Be3KiHe4YHOol Yepenoto
He NXanucb y ABepi KaHUenapii 3HOBY MOPOXKHI, Ka3eHHi OHi.

Lle BionbyBanocs Tak.



YpaHui nonk 6aTanbnoHamm nwos Ao uepkewu/i MNMerac, 6aabopun,
CTPYHKUN, 9K YHTep-odiLepcbka BUnpaBkKa, nigronuem 6ir nosagy. BiH
nobpe 3HaB CBOE MicLe, MUIbHO TPUMABCS MOro N HIKONM He 003B0JIAB CObI

3HEeBaXKaTu AUCLUMNMIHY.

Konu X 0oBrnmMu psagamMmm congaT MallMHOBO 34iMMMasin KalKeTn | NWun
B cepeuHi uepkBu, Nerac 6e3 ycakoro cymHiBy n HiskoBocTi 6aykas,
ornsgatoyu, 4m BCe rapasf, no uBMHTapt. He Bxoaunm x Tyam pagoBi —
Lax-TaxTuHcbkuin i nobpe 3Hamomui Meracosi ®enikc Npobuubknin — Hy
4oro X 6yno 6 NoMy 3ynUHATKM AYMKY HaZ TakuM, BpewTi, HEBEJINKUM i
MasiOBaX>KHUM NMUTaHHAM? [lerac 3HaB, WO CyTb CBATA XOBAETbLCA HE TYT,
cepen CM3MX XMap Takoro HENMPUEMHOro oMMy, Bifl SIKOro BiH, HaneBHe, 4YXaB
6un. Hi, cBATO po3ropHe CBOI rpyaun 1 BUCTAaBUTb Ha NOAMB HEBINCbKOBUM
CBOE MO30JI04EHE KpULEeBe cepue TaM, Ha MangaHi, KoM MOPO3Hi FiJIoYKKn
nepeTHe cypmoBuin 6apuToH:

— Ha kpa-a-yn!..

| 3aNi3HMM NapkKaHOM CTaHyTb 6arHeTn nepepg WepeHrow Cipux, Tynux
nwogen. Toai 3paneka, 3-nig 6pamu, Ha AKiM HaMaIbOBAHO TaKUX
yyaepHaubkux nogein, wo Nerac 6e3 copomManBOCTI 3agepe 3/1erka 3ajHto
HOry 1 "onpaBuTbCa", BUALE CTapUI MONKOBHUK i3 ApiOHEHbKMMMK XpecTamMm
Ha rpyasx Kosiecom, a lNerac dbyae CTpyHKO CTOSATW W npaBoMy Kpwuiii. BiH
banpyxxe, ane 3 BUrna40m oilinHOI yBaXXKHOCTi BUCNYXA€E KilbKa puUnyymx
NPUBITANIbHNX NONIKOBHUYUX CAIB, i, KON pywaTb 6aTanbnoHn 1 wtab-
odoiLepu 3iNQyTbCA HABKOJIO NOJIKOBHMKA, lNMerac BiJlbHO 1 HaBiTb TPOXU
haminbapHo Niabi>XnTb A0 rypTy 1, BECENOo Maxalynm XxBoCToM, byae yekaTw,
NOKW HEe MOPrHe CUBUI MNOJIKOBHUYUN YC i Cipi, Kpyrni, nynaTi 6aHbKu He

3yNMHATBLCA Ha lNeracosin Mmopai.

— A-a, U Tbl, CYKUH KOT!..— Lle MO-CBATKOBOMY, a B ByaHi:— Y-yX, CyKuH

CbIH!..

| KinbKa nerkmx nsnacis Mo wui.



Hani 3HoBy 6aTaNbMOHU MOTOHYTh Y NEPCNEeKTUBI LUMPOKOI BYINL, a
Merac ranonom noneTuTb 00 KyXHi. BiH 3a34anerigb cCMakye nax CBATKOBOIo
Macilaka, o KMHe NOMY KalloBap, i CBATO Habupa€e ons HbOro, BpeLwTi,
cnpasAi rAanbokoro 3micTy.

Beeyepi lNerac nige o64nBNTUCA HAaBKOJIO Ka3apMy, i XTO3Ha-AKi OYMKN
CifaloTb BEYipHIM MUIOM Yy MOro KygnaTi rosioBi, KOJU BiH YCTaBUTbCSA
CBOIMU CEPNO3HNMU, PO3YMHMMIN O4MMa B NOXMYPY, Ka3apmeHy bpamy. Akocb
He 00 pedi cepepn Cipo-)XOBTUX MYpiB CTOATb No obuasa 6okn ABi Bini TOBCTI
KOJIOHW, Ha4 HUMN BUMNHAETBLCA BFrOpy YOpHa, Ha4ve 3 Haarpobka B3ATa,
Ayra, i MepTBOIO MevyaTTIo L0 HEel NPUANM BEJIMKUN KaM'aHUW YOPHUIA opern.
30a€TbCs, OTYT BUTatoTh TiHi CyBopoBa, Ckobenesa, [JparoMnpoBa, i 4n He
BOHW 3B'A3a/1M MiNIbMOHN CBIXXNX, 340POBUX NtOAEN Y Cipi, He3rpabHi wuHeni
N 3aMKHYJIM Ne4yaTTio KaM'aHoro opna?.. [lerac He 3Ha€ uboro. Ta ue n He
NOTPIGHO 3HATM 3BMYANHOMY MONKOBOMY coballi; TiNbKN YU CYMHIBU, YN »Kalb
NAratTb lenexaMmun B NOro rpyasx, konu genbadgebens 6'e no nuui Ha
"cnosecHocTi" ®enikca NpobuubKoro, a ToN yrnasamMm, 4y>KUM roJIoCOM HisiKk He
BMOPAETHCA:

— ConpaTt — cnyrap oT'edecTtBa... Penbagdebens 31iCHO NOBTOPIOE:

— Yn'atb —"cnyrap"? 9 To6i nokaxy "cnyrapsa"! Toai Nerac HiSKOBO
NyCTUTb 00Jy CBOrO 3aCMYy4eHOoro

XBOCTa, NOro poT BULKIPpNTb N0BAa)XKINBY FipKY NOCMILLKY, N BiH CyMHWI

nige reTb.

Ane B ayuwi MNMeracosin cMgnTb MiNITapuUCT. BiH — nuwe ManeHbKUn
FBUHTUK BEJIMKOI MawmnHepii 036pOEHOro KONEKTUBY, i CBOT iIHANBIAYANICTUYHI
YyTTSH BiH rOpOOBUTO KJlafe Ha BiBTap BiNCbKOBOI MoLi. BO WO X TaMm, 3a
LUMMN NOXMYPUMUN, aNie TaKUMN KPpeMe3HUMU, K BiKKU, MypaMu MoJIKOBOI
Kaszapmun? XopTu, narasi, npurHobneHi osoposi XKXy4kn Ta LUapukun, SKkum

HiKo/In He 36arHyTn cnasun TabenbHUX OHIB i FOHOPY MOJIKOBOro cobaku.



MNerac nerkMm pyxom xBocTa 3AMyXHe peLlTy CYMHIBHUX NILLUHOK i 41 3
TYru, 4n Tak NpocTo byae YnraTtu Haroam HaCKOYMTU Ha BUNaLKOBOIro

MOJIOXJIMBOIo Uyumka, abo nige cobi 4o nepLloi 3BU4aANHOI CYKMW.

...dac xyTKo npobir, koan BBeCb NoJK ybrascsa B AOBri BaJIKU BaHTaXXHUX
BAroHiB, i 4eCb Mig HU30M LOKOTIJIM Ha perKax KoJieca, i AKOCb AMBOBUXXHO
nig NMeracoBumm HoramMu xmamTanacsk i3 60Ky Ha 6ik gepeB'sHa nignora.
MNerac 6ys oweneweHnn. NMpaBaa, CNOYaTKYy MOJIK MPONLLIOB CTPYHKMMN
psgamMun no synuusx. Lle 6yno uinkom 3BM4aniHoO, ane YoMycCb 3'SBUJINCb HOBI,
HeBigomo Bigking, 6opoaaTi noaun. MoTiM — Havye NyCcTuUNa BiXXKKN
AVCuUMnAiHa: congaTu BilbHO XOOUN, KOJIO BaroHiB, 6anakanum 3 4yXUMu...
[lecb HeBIAOMO O/19 HOro BAAPUB A3BiHOK, i )KanibHo, Ha4vye npouianacb Ha
CMepTb, 3aCTOrHaNa cypMma. | panTtom noTeknun cnbo3u. Nnakann bopopaTi,
MOJ104i, CBOI i YyXi. [Merac 3HaB NOACLKI C/IbO3U; BiH He pa3 bayuB, SK Yy
3aKyTKY MnJjlakas Takunm cuMmnatudHum denikc MNpobuubkun, i nomy 6yno noro
LWwKoaa, asie NoOJIKOBUIN Nec CTPUMYBaAB CBOI MOYYyBaHHS 3a CipOlo BOBHOIO 1

TiNIbKW XBICT NOMY CKPYLUHO CMyCKaBCHA O01Yy.

Tenep e lNeraca 3axJMHyJla XBUAA CNi3, | BaXXKi 3iTXaHHA Wapnanu
MOro CNOKin; Wwob AKoCb MOACHUTUCH, BiH Niabir 40 NMOJKOBHMKA, WO CaMe
obinmaB rnagkKy naHi, i IM3HYB NMONKOBHMKOBI PYKY. NMONKOBHUK CyBOpPO
KPpUKHYB: "lMwon BOH, naaneuy!" — i ToBCTUN KabnyKk rpy3bko B'ixaB eracosi
nig pebpa. Konn geHWWK 3arHaB Noro y BaroH, lNeracosi cTano SiCHO B

rMMOUHI 3HEBaA)KEHUX MOYYBaHb, L0 AIETbCS WOCh HE3BUYAMHE 11 BENINYHE.

BpewTi, Nerac norogmecs 3 Nigsiorot0 N po3rBUHYEHNMU OHAMU B
eLlesnioHi: HaBKoJ10 Bynn Ti )X cami 036poEHi NoaN, | KawoBapm HacTiwe

BUKMOANN CMaYHi Macnaku.

OacTykanm Kosieca HeBiJOMUIA MapLUpyYT, i Ni4 HoraMmu 3HOBY TBepAa
3eMn4, TiNbKN — WO 3a Kpan? XmMypi cena xxebpakamu 3anobirnneo
BUrNA0at0Tb Nif COHLUEM, SKiCb YyXXi l0an puIoTb 4719 Yorocb 6e3 Kpato
OOBri AMU, | TiIIbKN HaBaHTa>XeHi congaTu CroYmBasn, K i KOJIUCb yaoMa

nicaa MyLwTpu.



Merac pa3oM i3 ogiuepamm nobir 06a4MBUTUCH CBIXKi WaHLi, BiH
obepe)XHO MOoHIXaB KPAaEYOK po3naHaxaHoi 3emni, ane ue byna poboTa

Yy>XUX | BiH MOCTaBUBCA [0 HEl CKENTUYHO N HaBiITb NOropA/INBO.

Ha wnaxy cHoBuranu aBTomobini, AK i B MIiCTi, Ti/IbKM YHOMYCb HaATO
4acTo rpoxoTiB i Habnmxkasca 6anxye rpim i He 6yno gowy. MNerac Noknas
Le Ha YyaepHaubKy 0CObNMBICTb HOBOI KpalHW 1 CHOBUIraBs No BCbOMY cery,
w06, KiHeub-KiHLEM, 30piEHTYBAaTUCb, afe NOJIK pywmnB Aani. Yoro Tak
nocniwatTb Noan? MNMerac 3a40BOJIEHO NMOMITUB, K i3 KOXKHOK BEPCTBOO

3HMKANW YY>XXi M MO BCiX WAsXax i NonemM CyHYJ M TiJibKU BiINCbKOBI.

Mig nicom nonk 3ynmHmecA. Lo To 3a 6ncKaBKK NackatoTb Ha obpii?
ToQli roBOpumB LWOCH 40 CONAaTiB CTapum, 3allHYPOBaHUA PpeEMiHUAMMU
MOJIKOBHUK, i Apyra poTa, po3CcMnaBLUXCL N1aBoto, Nniwna Bbik. MNMerac 3a
CTapoI0 3BMYKOIO KUHYBCA A0 KaniTaHa, ajie ToM Tenep HaBiTb i He MIAHYB Ha

HbOTO.

MNepebpenn No KoJsliHa AKYCb PivKy, CNYCTUANCE Y Ap | BUANi3nn. JliBopyH
LUMUIHYJI0 B OOJIMHY N 3HUKJIO AKeCb cesio — Xiba 36iratm o6ameuTtucs?.. Lo
3a OKMiflb CBUCHYB Haf ronosoto?.. Apyrun, TpeTin... Nerac HacTtoBbypumBs
yxa. 3aCTorHaso 3HOBY. BiH pBYy4YKO NiACKOYMB i KJTALHYB Lenenamu,
HamMarat4mcb nimmaTun. Hema...CBUCHY0 3HOBY. ConpgaTn KNHYJINCb Ha
3eMJ110 1 NoYanu cTpinatn. Pantom— uinuum pin. | gecb CNoaoxaHo JIYHO
Hafd nicom: Ta-Ta-Ta...

Merac rnaHyB Habik i, Bpa)keHun, octynmseca: ®enikc Mpo-bunubkmn
NPUrHyB A0 3abpyHEHOr0 YYMMOCb YHEPBOHUM XXMBOTa HOru i 3 6onem,
OOKWHYBLUW Ha3az rosioBy, 3aCTOrMHas.

Merac nigbir 4O HLOro N HIXKHO MOHIOXaB Kpa€vok YoboTa. Maxno
KPOB't0... ®enikC Hanpy»>XnB OCTaHHI CnIn, NiABIBCA Ha PYKW, N NPOCTO Ha
3axig NipHyB NOro TyMaHHMM 3ip. O4i NOMY NOMYTHINK, rOJI0OBa XMAnUNacb Ha
rpyAauv, BiH i3 ormpor oacyHyB 6e3cnnnmm pykamm CBOK PYLUHULIO, FISHYB
yropy Lie pas i Bnas.



Merac i3 »xasem nn3aB noro 6aige, NnocuHine nuue...

A Hapg ronosoto i 3 60KiB CTOrHanM Kyni, nonepeny naganam HoBi conagaTu
W panToM i3 FPOXOTOM-CBMCTOM pO3ipBasio NOBITPA 1 ynaso no3aay Wwoch
Ba)>XKe, LWasieHO 3aBOBTY3U10Ch Nif KyuweM i Ha XBUANHY eracosi NOYOpPHIB

CBIT: NeTinv Bropy rajysku, 3eMsif i YNICb HOT .

Merac i3 »XaxoM 04CKOYMB, OUKO 3aBUB, i, KOJIN LWWAPMNHYJI0 Hag roJioBOO
MOBITPS 3HOBY, BiH KMHYBCS HAOCIN Ha3ad, Ae 3aJMlWaBCcs 3a Jlickom wTab.

Hecb y rnmbuHi KpyvxaHunx rpyaen MNeracosi ctano scHo, Lo

NOYMHAETbLCA HEBUAMMA, XKaX/IMBa N HE3pO3yMisa BilHa.

Y Ti AHI ryNOM Ba)KKUX rapMaTHUX KOJIIC punisia Ha 3axig nepemMora.

BoHa NMCHINa Ha HOBEHLKNX NOroHax rnpanopLinkKa, Ha 3a/19TUX COHLEeM
JIbBIBCbKMX BYNMUAX, HA 30J10Ti PO3ropHYTUX CTArIB. | 3HOBY, K KOJIUCb

yAoMa,— WHYpPoBaHi 6aTanbNoHM N NPOCTO — Ha 3axina;

B3BenTecb, COKOJIbI, OpsiaMu,

MonHo, nonHo ropeBaTh!

To nn peno —— noa waTtpamu

B none narepem ctoATsb...

| piBHUIM yaoap coTeHb 406iT TeMnepye pigHe, gopore, K nax
conpaTcbKol oHyYi: "ATb-gBa!l.. ATb-gBa!"

MNerac po3yMmiB, WO 008 NepeMoru HanexunTtb i nomy. Tak! BiH cTapun
conpaT BeJINKOI apMii 1, NOTpanisioym HOoramMmum nNig My3uky, BiH TaKoX

Binbueae 3aranbHUN PUTM BiINCbKOBOI MepemMoru:



ATb! ATb! ATb-gBa! ATb-aBal..

Lle »x 6yno Tak HepaBHo.

YHOYI 31MNNCh Y YOPHIN NAAMI KPUBI NiHIT WaHLIB i Ti/IbKU YaCOM JiHbKU
6anmanun Bopoxki nocTpinu. MNMerac cno4Yneas MiC/19 BOrHEHHOT 3aBiploxu B
6niHOaXki, ane TOCKHO CoTanacb y FOJIOBi Tyra N KOpTifo po3rpebTn aowaHy
nignory n noHxaTn Toro xpobayka, Wo gecb-gechb, Nig 3eMmnelo, negse

YYTHO: TYK-TPP-TYK... TYK...

MNerac HyQHO 3acKaB4aB, Ha4ye 6oiB 3y6, panToOM CKOYMB Ha HOIU,
raBKHYB, NpUcnyxaBca i gani 3 rapbaHHaMm, 6e3HaginHo ckpib nanamum no
nigno3si. baTanbNOHHNI 30MBOBAHO FPUMHYB Ha HbOro, ane lerac He

BBa>kaB. 3a KiJlbKa XBUJINH canepu 3aMeTywnJincCb. CTano acHo:

Himui konatoTb "nacy”...

BpaHui NoONKOBHUK i3 6aTbKIiBCbKOK N1aCcKoo NigHic MNeracosi BeNNKnmn
lwMaT KoBbacu, i MOMy LLIMPO XOTiNOCb HavYenuTn Ha BosioxaTi Meracosi rpyan
reoprieBCbLKOro xpecTa, ajie X BiAOMO — HOCUTKU cobakaM xpecTun 3a

aAPTUKYJIOM HEe TOAUNTbCA...

A MOTiM — PO3ropHyTi CHapsA4aMun LWaHLUi, NoJslaMaHi Ha TPiCKK Koseca,
CKpuMBaBJIeHNN Cipni MyHAuUp i Yepe3s JIbBiB A0 MNMepeMuwnsa nawmnTb

3afi3Hot cTonoto: "ATb-aBa! ATb-aBa! Jleson!.."

| KON B pe3epsi NOJSIKOBHUK, MOroJINBLUNCL, MUTUKYE 3a Lurapkoto: "o
NONIbKW 41 A0 PYCUHKKN?", Tlerac, po3raHsa4m nepenosioeHnX aBCTPINCbKNX
dokcTep'epiB, 3 NErkow AyLwe NeTuTb A0 3abyTol B MaHCbKOMY MA€ETKY
60on0HKW. [MoBepTalYNCh Ha3an, TPOXN 3MOPEHUN FOCTPUMMK XBUASAMMU
3BOMOBAHOro KoxaHHs, lNerac 4oporotw BXXe rnpunMae orpagHUn Burnsas

CTaporo BOSKM 1 nepepn wtabom 3HoBy: "ATb-ABa! ATb-ABa!..



...CyMHO 3axoasTb AOHi, Haye nepeTnina nobos, i CU3NMN TIHAMU B340BX
TPOTyapy ndaratoTb Be4opun. Kom onepexyTbCa KpmxxaHuM obpydem BECHSHI
KaJlo>XXi Ha BY/IMLI W NiXTapi CKOB3alOTbCA HA HUX 30/10TUMN KOB3aHLUAMMU,
»xebpakm BUXoaATb Ha pir ByuUi, a No3any NJeHTAETbCA 3 BUCMUKAHUM,
CNyuweHnM 0ony XBoCTOM cTapun lMNMerac. n Xebpaku cTaHyTb Kpan TpoTyapy
BpAL4, CNiNMK BycaTuUW BUTAMHe CTapy, nopenany ritapy, a Nerac cage
nonepeny nepen oAKPUTOK KapHaBKOM | YCTaBUTbLCA CYMHUMUN, CTapevynmmn
o4YMMa B fasiediHb MOJIOA0ro HanpoBecHi Heba.

Lle nona€e KoopuTy MPIMHOCTI CTapPOBUHHUM MiCHAM, | To4i, Have 3-Mig
YOPHMX HaArpobkKiB, PO3PUTUX CTENOBUX MOTWJl, i3 HOPHOMOPCLKOro —AHa
BCTalOTb 3arMopoLleHi BikaMu rnpo30pi TiHi U IMHYTb BiZL MEP3J10ro KaMiHHA [0
nanekux 3ip, byaaTb 3aKOIMCAHUN MICTOM CMYTOK MUHYJOrO, i CTUXa LOKaE
TOAi 3BOpYLUEHE cepue MillaHNHa.

...[MNocagnnn Mopo3seHka

Ha CaByp-moruny,

AneBuck, AMBNCL, MOpPO3eHKYy,

Ha cBoto Bkpainy...

lMerac MOBYKMN CyXa€ HE3PO3YMisly MNICHIO, Ha o4ax noMy BaNWNTL ripka,
cTapeya C/1b03a, N 04NiTalTb Ha3ap vyxXi, MOXMypi AHi...

MNerac 3pigHnBCS 3 xebpakamu: BiH cam Tenep xebpak. Yce, wo 6yno
KOJINCb Y HbOIO, MOJIKOBOMO Mca, 3HUKJI0 B OAWH AEHb, MOB PO3TaHyB TyMaH

Ha COHLLI.

...JJamaBcs (PpOHT, Tikanu congaTtun, congaTn BXe iHLLI, YyXi,
HEBINCbKOBI. [lerac oCTaHHIN i3 KalwoBapoOM NpUixaB 40 MiCTa n po3rybuscs.
KawoBap oecb noaiscs, a MNerac ronogHuin 6sykaB CNOPOXXHIANMU,

MepTBUMU BYAMLAMU. MiCTO NPUHULLKIIO, MOB OOArI0Ch Y »XKanoby, i Tinbku



HeBramoBHUM 6a3ap, NysbCy0YM 3paHHS A0 Ni3HbOro Be4Opa BUCMOKTYBAB i3
BY/IMLb PeLTy eHepril i, 34aBasocs, Hanepekip yCboMy MICTY — KJ1IEKOTIB

6e3TypboTHUM, NOXaN/IMBNM | BECEJSIUM XUTTSM.

Merac no Teuii 3a NOXHNAEHUMN, 3iIrHYyTUMK NtabMn 3abir cioan. IBa
OHi BiH HECMINIMBO N MNIABO TUHABCA MiXK PYHAYKaMn, HE HaBaXKyl4uncb
yKpacTu. Ha TpeTin AeHb, KON rosaog A0 HEMOXXJ/IMBOIr0O CTACHYB MOMY XXUBIT
i, HIBn baTorom, xnbockaB leracosi HOru, BiH BUHYBATO 1 HIAKOBO Niani3 oo
AKOroCb KOLLNKa, 60A3KO 03UPHYBCHA Ha 30POBEHHY XYCTKY NepeKynku,
noeoni NigHaB 3ybamun Bynky n xagibHo no4vas icTw.

XTOCb KMHYB Ha HbOro JIOMaKy, i nepwmnin bonw4ynin yaap posdms nomy

PELUTKN BINCbKOBOIr0 rOHOPY.

Hani Bxxe MNerac, Hecminneo nigibraeBwmn xBocTa, X0ANB NOHYPUNA |
NPUHVKEHUN, | AKMNCb MUpLUaBUin, Xa3ancbkuin Cobakesny [o3soane cobi Ha
HbOro raBkaTu, a lerac, HaBiTb He OrpU3HYBLUNCb, MOBYKM 04X04MB nogarii.
Merac mir 3inTuca Tinbkn 3 xebpakamu, 60 Ti 036po€eHi Nnoan 3
PO3XPUCTAaHMMN FPyabMU, onepesaHi KyaeMeTHUMn buHgamm, 3 KawkeTamu
Ha noTunuui, 6ynm Yyxi, HEBINCbKOBI: BOHM X04UN He3rpabHuMn BaTaramm

6e3 NoroHiB, BiSIbHO CMIANNCL, Iy3aaM HAaCiHHA N KYPUIN LIUTapKW.

MNerac i3 »xanem gMBMBCSA Ha A0Bri, 6ANCKyYi WabNtoKN KO0 MaTPOCbKMX
LUTaHIB, i Moro npurHobneHun nornag 6aykas no KaMiHHAX Bpyky 6e3 meTn i

iHTepecy.

He 36arHyTun 3aCManbLbOBaHi Kenui.BCONAATCbKIN WMHENI Tyrn

CTaporo rnoJsikosoro cobaku!..

Lle 6yB nepwunin cumnTtom lNeracoBoi 3pagn xebpakis. HeBigomo sk, oe 1
konu lMerac 3inwoscs 3 noxMmypum JoOHOM. [10H, KONIMLWHA BTiXa iHTEeHOaHTa 3

IOHKEPCbKOI LWKOJIN, AOXXNBAB CBOr0 BiKy cepef PiAHUX CTapux MypiB.



[laBHO BXXe HeMa€ iHTeHJaHTa, HEMA€E HaBiTb CaMOl IOHKEPCbKOT LLUKOJIN;
[ecCb y TEMHOMY KYTKY LAPOBITHI S1IeXKaTb NO30JI04EeHi paMu, LLUMaTOYKM
NOJNIOTHA Bif KONMLWHIX iIMEHUTUX NOPTPETIB, MNONOBMHA BPOH30BOI KOPOHWU,
peTesibHO 3HeBa)kKeHa ropobusamu, i noxMmypuin ctapuin [1oH i3 NOKaniv4eHo
3alHbOIO J1arot, MOB MPUBUL MUHYJIOrO, JIAra€ WOHOYi KOJ10 LOPOrmnx

penikein.

3 BennMKoro byanHkKy fonitTalTb 40 HbOro Yacom Beceni, 6aabopi BUryKu,
NNETBLCS MONI04a MICHSA, CHYOTb METYLW/INBO ABOPOM CaMOBMNEBHEHI 0611444
lOHaKIB, ajle e He po3Ba>KUTb, He 3BecesinTb [lOHa: BXXe HIKON BiH He byae
iCTV iIHTEHOAHTCbLKOro Macna 1 6inoro xniba i Hikonn He 3anyHae cepen

CTapux, 3HaNOMUX CTiH MOFYTHIMW XBUISAMU KOJINLLHIN FiMH BeJINKOI iMnepil...

Y cTiHax Tenep — Kypcu 4epBOHUX KOMaHOUPIB...

MNerac 3abiXXnUTb Ha YaCUHKY B LUMPOKMI ABip i pa3om 3 [loHoM bype
BUYiKyBaTM BMMAaAKOBOIroO LUMATKa LUBINIOro cyxaps, WO KNMHE SKUNCb KYPCaHT,
a NoTiM, BUHYyBaTuin, noropbneHuin, nigibraswmn xsocta n nobna>knmeiwl
BULLKIPUBLLW pOTa, BiH NOBEPTAETLCA 3HOBY [0 XebpakiB. | 3HOBY NOPOXKHI

OHi, )xebpakn n Yyy>xa Bynus.

FapsAHIOK 3alLUMOPrHyB Ha CakBi peMiHui 1 3amucnmecsa. CboroaHi 6ys
OEeHb, KOJIN BiH CKiIH4YMB Kypcu. byno 4orocb WKona, Havye ogpmneasoch Bif
rpyaen woch uine, Take 6am3bke, opraHiyHe. 3aBTpa BxXe He byae KypciB., i

TyMaHHa fafnedviHb NpungeLwHix gHiB narna nepepn o4nma. A CborogHi...

— 91 YepBOHUIN KOMaHAUP...

FapsSHIOK Ha XBUJIbKY 3a40B0OJIEHO MOCMiIXHYBCA, @ NOTiM nNpobirna 4onom

TiHb.

To 6yno cepepn goanekumx CHirie niBHoYi. | noro 6aTbko, cncap
PEMOHTHUX MaCTepPeHb, iLLOB pa3oM i3 HATOBMOM [0 AMPEKTOpa.
HeopraHizoBaHa topba xBuatoBanacb. [lecb 3puBasiacb HEpPBOBa MiCHA 1



nepeTnHanacb, BUpMHasa 3HOBY, CrliTasack i3 NOrpo3JIMBUMN BUTYKaMU,
nanaxkoTina n racna. Nepen oMpekTopcbkM By AMHKOM HaTOBMN NpPaBuUB CBOI
YMOBU MPUNUHUTK CTPanK. | panTtoMm — By amusa 3aTopoxkoTina bapabaHHuM

Apobom i NnpocTo nepen HaTOBMNOM BANCHYNM Ha ,COHUI XoNnoaHi barHeTn.

3naneky nepebuno Ha xsunnHy bapabaHa:

— Pa3onpgi-i-i-i-cb!..

| nani 6amxxye n 6arxye xonodHi barHeTwn, cipi wnHeni n bapabaHHWN

npi6. Hatoen gpurHys, MeTHYBCSA W... PO3iNLLOBCA.

M'aTUNITHIN FapaHIOK NPUTUCHYB A0 BaTbKa CBOK rOJIOBY 1 3aBMep Bif
CTpaxy.

Mi3HO BBeYepi NapsaHIOK po3rnsnaB CBOKO EAVHY NSANbKY — LepeB'aHOro
MasibOBaHOIro cosiiaTa, asie BOHa BXXe He Babuna noro, Ak paHiw. baTbko
CnAiB 3a CTO/IOM y rnnBOKIN 3aAyMi, >KYPHO CXUUBLUN HA PYKMX rO0BY, a
3BiQyCiNlb HaTUCKaJla Ha BiKkHa TeMHa, rycTa Hiy. FapsaHIOK rnsHyB Ha BbaTbKa
i Bpa3 nomy ctaso 6e3 mipu noro »xanb. lNpuragasca geHb, NOJOXAMBA MNICHSA,
barHeTn. NapsAHIOK 3aCOPOMMBCSA TOAI CBOEI NANIbKK, BiH CEPANTO il OACYHYB,
a NOTiIM CKOYMB Ha HOMM, CXOMNNB pyKaMn gepes'sHoro cosagaTta u JiloTo
JlaMaB NOMy pykwu, rosioBy, Tysy6. baTbko NMoBoAi 3BiB Ha HbOIO CYMHi,
3MOpEHIi 04i 1 TYT MapsAHIOK, KNWHYBLUW 0040y CONAaTChKi pewTKy, Niginwos
0o 6aTbKa, NPUropHYBCA A0 NOro 3as/10)KEHOr0 nig)Xaka i HoBa, HeBiAOMa
iCKpa 3acBiTuna noro odi. BiH 3BopyLLUEeHO NpoKa3as.:

— TaTky! 4 Hikonn He Byay congatoM. Hikonu!.. | rynatn B congatukm

BinbL He xo4y...

To 6yno cepepn [anekmx CHIriB niBHo4i. A Tenep — 4YepBOHUI KOMaHAUP...

FapsHIOK NOOOPOB AKUNCH NIerkuin NOAYB BaraHHs, BUNPOCTAaB CBil

CTPYHKWUIA CTaH i 3 HACO0J10400 MOJIOAOCTiI MOMaL,aB Ha pyKax M's3u. BoHu



Hanpy>XWancb, SK MOTY3KWU, N BUNMMHANIUCE KPi3b BY3bKNN PYKaB

riMHacTepKu.

— 9K 3ani30! — nocmixHyBCA 0o cebe. BiH rnsiHyB Ha HOBEHbKI
CTapLWMHCbKI 03HaKu Ha pyKasi 1 MMMOBOJIi moayMas: "3anBe Ue, a BTIM —

xiba B UbOMY CYyTb?..

[ecb y KopuTapi cypmuna 36ip cypma. FapsaHIOK Ierko NiaBiBCSA 3 OC/IOHY
| MOro nornag BOCTaHHE NepeneTiB KPi3b BIKHO 1 3yNMUHUBCA Ha CTapoMy
[OHi, WO Ha TPbOX HOrax NPOCTyBaB A0 APOBITHI. FAapAHIOK MUMOBOJII
3anuTas cebe:

— JAnsa 4oro, BNacHe, we AocCi CTUPYUTb TYT Len cTapuin nec?

Ane 4u XBUJIS HECBIAOMOI0 »XaJlto, Y/ CTapi Mypu OACYHYNN Bif
FapsAHIOKOBMX o4ex noxunoro, bpyaHoro, ctaporo [oHa, 1 BiH pilly4Ynmm
KpOKaMun CTyrnaB rno koputapy. Tam cypmuna 36ip cypma, i ii NOKNVK,
30aBasioCb, BUBCSA 3 BY3bKUM KBaJpaTOM CTapux CTiH i Tynanu,

PO3/IAratoymnChb JIYHOIO Nif KapHM3aMn CTiH, MONOLI MeBHi HOrun.

[oH nexas bangyxun nig pamamum, He CNOAiBalO4YNCb CbOrogHi ansa cebe
HIi4YOro HOBOIroO 1 Kpaworo. Yepes ogymnHeHy 6pamy 6ir 4O HbOro, NOJIOXINBO
031palynNChb HAaBKPYru i 3gans obMmMHaoum okpemMnx KypcaHTis, lNerac.
Xebpakn 6ynm cborogHi HagMmipy NoTi 1 He HarogyBasan nca.

CoHue wenpo cunaso 30J0TUN AoL, HAaABOPi CMiABCSA BU3BOJIEHNIN 3-MiL
TYMaHHOI KOPMUTN OeHb, BpyKOM O310pYann BXKe 30BCiM MO-BECHAHOMY
MeTYLWJIMBI CTPYMKW, @ FOJI0OOHI LWAYHKN NOrHann xxebpakis 3paHHs cniBaTn

Ha BYJIMLLIO.

Merac nir Ha CBOE MicLe 1 NiHbKK BAMXaB Banay>xXnMm rpyobMu CBiXke
noBiTpsA. Moro He LikaBWIM BXXE aHi Nepexoxi, aHi rofoBaHi ABIPCbKi CyKu.
BiH 3Ha€E, WO KIHYNTBLCA O€Hb — | B TEMHUX CIHAX NOro YeKaTuMe X0N04HUNn

xebpaunnm Kyniw, i 4ani — 3HOBY AHi 1 MOHOTOHHWUI CMiB Xebpakis...



MNerac cnNokinHO BMOCTUBCS Ha BUCYLLUEHI COHUEM NANTi TpoTyapy, KOn
panToM 34ans — Hi, Le He Mipa)k CTaporo rnoJIKoBOro rca: SBHO B3[10BX
BY/INLi TOW cCaMUi PiAHUA MOTUB, a C/I0oBa — IX He po3yMiB [erac:

BenTtecb, KpacHble 3HaMeHa,

Hap ctonnueto Mockson!

Mbl KageToB nobenunnu,

Bo3Bpalliaemcsa gOMOMN...

| 4iTKO No BpyKy — COTHI 40b6iT | Take camMme MOryTHE

BincbkoBe: "ATb-gBa! ATb-gBa!"

Merac cxonueca i He NoBipuB. Moro o4i XaaibHoO KOBTaNN CTPYHKI psaau

N NO-KOJINLLUHBOMY MNiAHABCA Bropy 3aBXX4n NnpurHobneHnm tenep xBicCT.

— ConpaTtn!

BiH BNi3HaB iX AOCBIAYEHNM BiINCbKOBUM OKOM. Ajle HOMY Ha rosioBax Taki
YyOHi Wanku? BoHn TBEPAUM KPOKOM CYHYJIM MOB3 OOKPUTI KpaMHULL,
0OpPEMOHTOBaHI byanHkm Bce (bavxye n 6amxye, i NPOCTO MO 3aMOPAOBAHNX
[MeracoBux rpynoax nauwano metanese: "ATb-gBal"

Merac ctypboBaHO CTyNuB Kpa TPOTyapy 1 30MJiB.

Mo3any poTu iXxana 3BMYaMHICiHbKa BiNCbKOBa KyxXHS. To4i MaHy N B
nam'aTi Taki ganeki TabenbHi oHI N, Ha4ye 3 LOMOBUHUK, 3acBepbinn B HOCI

MaxolLli CMa4yHOro, NOJIKOBOro MacJlaka.

PBOHY0 NOBITPA 1 po3cnnanock Ha 6pyKy naubopkamu:



Bbl He BenTeCh, pycbie Kyapw,

Hap moeto 6osbHOW ronoson!

MNerac He cTepniB. HaBiTb He rNaHyBWM Ha xebpakiB, BiH LUTOBXHYB
4YUiCb HOrM, NiABMB KOMYChb i3 PYK LinKa, 3abyB KONLWIHIO ANCUWNAIHY 1
KWHYBCS WaNeHnN, i3 BUCOKO NiAHATUM XBOCTOM Brepens 40 KOMaHAaupa.
LLlachmBuni, BiH n3HYB NOMY pyKY (xiba, BpeLuTi, BaXXHO — AKi wanku!),
OrJISHYBCS rOPAO0BUTO HABKPYrn 1, MOMITUBLLW NMPaBopyy SKOroCb LYLMKA,
HaNeTiB Ha HbOro, WNYPHYB NOMOJIOAINIMMN SlanaMn Ha Ky4y Tasioro CHiry,
3arap4as i nepemMoxxuem nobir gani, nonepen potn HaBMaHHS. lNMo3any
3a/MBajlaCb KaHapewnkol N Hanueana leracosi rpyaAn HOBUX XUTTbOBUX CU

conpaTcbKa NiCHA N 4iTKO po3TuHano 6pyk: "ATb-aBa! ATb-aBal..

1924



