(Po3nosina cTtapa os4uxa)

Hi, Hi! By cobi KaXiTb, WO X04eTe, a 9 N CaiyXaTu He Xo4y!.. A BXXe 1
Majslia AMTUHA TAMUTD, WO BOHO He K fobpy nae! Xiba konm Take BOAWIOCSH,
AK Tenep? OCb rNsgHbTE: Take BOHO, WO 1 Bif 3eMJi Ha N'agb NOro He BUOHO,
a N BOHO CNUMHAaETbLCH, Wob noBepx cTapux ronos xoanTtu!.. bora noge
3abynn; 37104INCTBO PO3BESIOCS BENINKE; AITBOPAa — N Ta Kpade; Hifge HiYoro
He BOEepPXUL; NpAMO Xo4 B 3ybax yce Hocu! Big 3/104iMCcTBa HeOQaneko n oo
ayworybcTBa: abu pas 3HAMACA pyKa Ha Yy>xe, abn BOHa ogBaXkmiacs
PO3B'A3aTV Yy YY)KOMY MILLKYy 3aB's3Ky, 34iNMMeTbCA BOHa N 40 3aMKa B

LLepKBi, 1 00 HOXa Ha LWAXY, N L0 COKUPU... ABXKeX Tak!..

OT i B HawoMy ceni,— xBanntn 6ora MeHi Ha CbOMUN fecaTok bepeTbCs,
a 3poAay-BiKy Takoro He Boaunocs... He 6e3 Toro, wo spsagn-rogun, éyno,
MOYYyELl, Ae-He-Oe NPOKUHETbCA KpafiXKKa, TO BXKe M 3HA€EL, Lo TO AKNNCb
3aX0XUN Kauan-weTUHHUK Nnorpis pyku; a wo6 CBin XTO... Hi, Hi, Hi BO BiK! A
Tenep, Kaxky X BaMm, AiTu nyctunnuca kpactun! BoHo n He aueo! MNMona He
CNyxatTb, a 6inblie KoMy X Hany4dyBaTu Ha [obpy cTexky... Ere! e saki Ha-
MacHi: caMo NPoKpadeTbCsa Ta N APYroMy HapqbuTb WenecTy Ta KJ0MNOTYy Ha
noseH Mix. OTee Ha TiM TWXXHI LLINnakiB i1BaHeLb NPOKpaBCsA, NONOBY rpyLuy
MOTPYCUB: BiH NOTPYCMB, NOIB Ti rpyLi, a loge Mycuam sngmnxaTtu ix... BoHo
HE NEerko Yy>Xy rIMHy KJaCTW Ha CBOIO CMNHY, 0COBNMBO MeHi: 8 NtoANHA
CTapa, Hi B WO He BTPYYarCs; 3HaK0 CBOKO rocnoay Aa MOJINTBY LLApo
HebecHoMy... OT)Xe, XTO KNCAIULi MOIB, @ HA KOro ockoMa Hanala...

3poAy-BiKy Hi B AKOMY CyAi HOra mos He Byna;, 3HaNa 5 nona Ta
671aro4MHHOrNO i rofdi; a BOHO — OTOWN IBaHeLb — HaKOi/10 TaKoro, WO MEeHe Ha
CTApOCTI NiT MOTArAM A0 CNigyoro... 3BiCHO — He iNa Ayla YaCHUKY, He byne
N 4yTU, a BCe X HiAKOBO... Ha MeHe HiXTO Hi40ro IMXoro n Ha OTTiJIeYKM, Ha
KIHYUK HIFTUKa He MnoKaxke, WiJInn BiK XXUBY No-60>KOMY, MO 3aKOHY, X04
3apa3 BMepTuM — Aylla MOS 41uCTa, 3apa3 rotosa Ha cya 6oxxuin. He 6e3
~oro, wob B YoMy He nporpiwnna, 6e3 cboro He MOXKHa; Ha Te XX B 6ONOTi
OTi 3 pi>kKamu i kybno cobi 3Bunm, Wob nogen Ha rpix NigBoAnNTMU.... A wob
CKa3aTu — AKOro TakKoro BeJINKOro rpixa, Tak HeMa 3a MHolo... Ha wo Bxe



Haw oTeub Makcum — i rocrnoamn, SKUn cTporum, a xod 6m Tobi pas 3a Wo
MeHe NpucTpyHus!.. He 6yno cboro Hikonu... Taky BXXe BAa4vy MeHi bor
Hadinme: Ha cobi yce nepeHecy, a N0ASAM InXa He BAIlO...

HecaTb NiT Nonye y Hac oteub MakcuMm; Ntoae Ha HbOro... iri, Wwe §K
PEMCTBYIOTb: HEBXXNUBYNBUW, Ka>KyTb MPO HbOro, a 1 xo4 6u T06i 0anH
Pa3040K NOCBApPW/IAacCsa 3 HUM; KOJIM LWLO — Jly4y4ye 3MOoBYY... 1 nobpe Tamnio,
Lo "CKBepHasa ,He B yCTa, a 3 YCT..." MeHi gKe aino go apyrux, s cebe 3Hato!
A Wwob6 0oAMBAATUCS A0 YY>XKMX NiAoWoB — Hi!.. A KOJIN HaBMUCHE i NOMivy,
WO B 0TUA MakcMMa KosloMasb A0 Migowsu npuavnia — A cobi bangyxe!..
Ina meHe BiH 4oN0BiK 4obpuN; OBiYi 3aMMaB Ha CBOMY MPOCi MO0 NepicTy
TeNNYKY i HIYOro 3a Te He B35B; obuaBa pa3u Tak BUNycTus. bor nomy
cTopuuelo 3a Te Bo3gacTb. Hexan 6u 6ynai oo Koro iHworo scko4ymnna... On,
on, we Ak 6 npunnatunacsa!.. A oteub Makcnm BooBu He 06iamB...

OTxe, noae 4oro He Bep3yTb NPO HbOrO... TakK Hige npasan LiTn —
nioge B Hawomy cesi 3abicoBaHi, B3aan Ta n He 3a1106uam oTua Makcuma... A
3a Wwo? "BiH, Ka)XyTb, He 0b6IMBaE, a NOrpy-xae€, He No-HalWoMy XpecTuTb..."
YyaHo MeHi, AnBHO MeHi! Lo x! Xiba TyT noro BuHa — KOJIM BiH pOoAOM 3 TUX
CTOPiH, Ae Norpy-atTk. Moro Ao Hac NPUCIaHo Aech 3[aneKa Ha NMoKyTY.
He cka)Ky —3a Lo, MOXe, N He Ha NOKYTY, a Jilnae BXe crienn. BiH gecb 3-
nig PnnbCbKoro, 4um wo... BuMoBa B HbOro He Halwa; abu po3BiB yCcTa, 3apas
3HaTW, WO B NocTosiax xoams!.. Y1 pOo3MOBASE, YN YHNTAE — AKOCb He Mo-
HaWwoMy, 3 MPOTAroMm, 3 MPUTUCKOM; JIIOAAM BOHO | Bpa)kae€, a 4
npu3BunYainacs, To n bangyxe...

"HeoxanHuin", kKa>KyTb NPO HbOrO; Ce Lo Npasia, TO Npasaa; He BCiM e
OyTn TakMMKM YMUCTOKamMu, K nepen HUM 6yB y Hac, LapCTBO NoMy HebecHe,
oTeub MNeTpo! To Ha BCto ryby 4ncTiok 6yB... MNnewyTb 3HOB NPO OTLA
Makcuma: "I'powontob BiH..." 3a BiH4aHHSA, KaXXyTb, He bepe, a oepe... Moxe,
a MO)XXe, 1 Hi; caMa A He BiHYaslacsa y HbOro, TO N HE A0KaXKy; a 3Halo, WO, K
npecTa-BMBCA Min HEBIXKYMK KiHapaT, Tak g oTuo Makcumosi Tpu pybii 3a
MOXOPOH Aana, Aa AeCSaTb Ha COPOKOBYCT, Ta NOJIOTHa NaHiMaTui Ha Tpu
COpoYKM BigHecna. Lo x! 3a 40/10BiKOBY AyLly He XaJlb... Ta 3 4oro x 6u

XUNB i oTeub Makcum? OypHi noge He TAMAATb CbOro — i nneTyTh: "CyBopun,



HEBXXMBYMBUI", @ K PO3-' XXUPIIOTb, Ta Ce BCe HernpaBAa; BiH TiJIbKK
nonsakaTn nobutb, ce Nnpasaa. Tak wo X! iHWwnn Nin — 3apa3 6u NoKyTy Ky
ab0 Ae HMLWKOM-TULLIKOM B 3aXUCTKY 3a YynpuHYy, a B oTuA Makcuma CbOro
HeMa; BiH TiJIbKN NONSKAE YM NEKIJIOM, YU MPOKJIbOHOM... Jlloge He NMYyTbCH,
Ta 3a Ce N peMCTBYIOTb, i HEMOB Hanepekip nomy pobnate... Cnacmbi nomy,
o cTpaxy HaBoauTb!.. LLlo 6 i 6yno 6e3 cTpaxy? [e cTpax, Tam i bor...
Tenep i cTpax €, a 3/7104iNCTBO Binbwae, Ao 4oro 6 xe BOHO AinNwno, konm 6
oTeub Makcmm He ngkas? MNpocTo yci 6 3noaiamu nopobunucs...

ABxex! He cnyxatoTb ntoae npocbboto, Tpeba wob cnyxanm rpossbolo...
Mo>Ke, KOTpe 1 NOKAETbCA X04 3i CTpaxy, a He NOKAETbLCA — 6or noro
MoKapae€ n Ha CbOMY CBITi, 1 Ha ToMy... OTe€ X TakK 3 IBaHUEM CTaNocs; He
MoC/NlyxaB, He CNOKYTyBaB CBOro rpixa, ot nomy »kaba n monoka gana... Ocb
BW NMociiyxanTe, sike BOHO 3aB3ATe BAAJI0CA — OTOW IBaHeLb, i YOro BOHO

HaKOIo.

Ha TiMm TU>XHi B MOHeRiNIoK BCTasna A 00 Yepenn paHo-rnpepaHo, e
COHEYKO CBATE He CX0o4unJ10; Noaoisla KOPOBYMHY, MOJIOYKO Te npouiguna,
nocTaswuia B KOMOpi B 604HI0; BUMLWIIA 00 BOPIT, AUBOCH Ta AyMalo: wo 6
MeHi pobuTn? CTOI0, Ha NAIT CXUINBLUNCH; YYIO, eCb BO3U PUMJIATb, KOMK
Be3yTb. Yuni ce, aymato, Taki paHHi? AneniocA, ax To LLnakosi 4iTn XUTO
Be3yTb. OQapKa Ha BO3i IeXXnTb, a I3aHeub 6ing Bo3iB ige... Erel..

A 3 MONOBOro cafika rpyLi nepeBncsn 4Yepes 3araTy Ha A0OpOory; Ta Taki

BENKI, XXOBTIi Ta KpacHObOKI, axk banwaTk; Tak 61 o4nma ix ina.

— [nsuce, IBaHe,— o3Basiaca OgapkKa 3 BO3a,— AKi y nona rpyi, gk
30510T0!

— Ta we X i psacHo ak! | InCTy He BUAHO, CaMi rpyLli,— MOBUB IBaHeUb.

— MabyTb, cMayHi,— Ka>xe Ogapka,— xo4 6 ogHy MoKy TyBaTW, W06

3HAaTU, AKUN B HUX CMAK.



IBakeub NYCTUB BOJIN, @ CaM K CKOYUTb Ha 3araTy. 1 6avy Ta MOBYY: SK
TPYCHe BiH 3a rinng, Tak rpyLwi i nocMnanncsa, Moxe, 3 AecsaToK 4 He Byno.

IBaHeUb 3a nMa3yxy IX, Ta 4O BO3a...

TyT BJICe 4 He 3MOBYana, 3710 MeHe B3as0! AK Taiw Tak, AyMar: Takoro
rocnogaps xaoneub, Takoro 6aTbkKa CUH, Take He CKaXKy BXe, MOJIOKO Ha
rybax He 06CoxN10, @ BOHO BXXe Kpage, Hi CTuay Hi CopomMy NOMy HeMma!
3aKunino B MeHe Ha cepui, He BTepnifia i Ka)Ky A0 HbOro:

— A Wwo, IBaH4YMKY, CMa4Hi rpywi?

Ak ragana cobi, Lo BOHO 3aCOPOMUTLCSH, 3/IAKAETLCA, Brage B HOrM Ta
bnaratnme, WwWob A MoBYana, a BOHO, HEMNPUKaAHE Ha4ve, NiAXoanTb A0 MEHe,
[a€ i MeHi ABi rpyLi: HaTe, Ka)ke, NOKYWTYNTe, TO U TAMUTUMETE, AKUNA B
HUX cMmak! | noixas cobi B3sna a Ti rpywi, 4aBAOCA Ha HUX: CaMi B pOT
NPOCATbCA, Ta WKOAA, HiYMM icTu, 3ybiB y MeHe Birma; a rybamm, CKinbkun xou

NaBy — He BTHew. CxoBana A iX, 4OKW BCTana moa OJieHKa.

Hato in. Ocb Ha, Kaxxy, NOKyLWTyNn!

— Ce nonoBi? — nuTaeTbca OneHka.

— Ere, He 4ui x!

— E, Kony nonosi, TO CMaYHi...

— Xiba Tn KywTyBana?

— Y4yopa He BTepnina; 3ni3Na Ha 3araTy Ta 4Bi 3ipBana, icTb ONneHka,
CMaKye€ Ta npuxsantoe" Taki, Ka)ke, Ha4ye naToka:

CoJI0oAKi Ta po3cunyacTi; caMi B pOTi TaK | TaHYTb, | XXyBaTW He



Tpeba. {

JlusHyna i 4: cnpasAi, Ha NpevYyao CMaYHi...

Mig Bedvip cup>kKy Ha ABOPI Mif XaTOK — 4YyI0: WeNneCTUTb; TPYCATb Y
nona Ty CaMy rpyLly; Hacunasocsa AOBOJII IX | Ha Cel WK; oTeub Makcum
nepenis yepes 3araTy, 36mMpae ix B CakBu.

— Oobpun Beyip BaM! — 03Banacs A 40 HbOrO.

— Dawn 6o>xe! — npmBiTas i BiH.

— TpycuTe?

— Ere.

— lNopa?

— [opa.

— [Nobpe pobuTe, a TO 0OHECYTb 3 INCTAM.

— Xiba?

— OT i cborogHi,— Kaxxy,— LLInakie IBaHeub...— Ta i po3noBisia nomy,
e 1 XXaJIKyIo L0 TaKoro AyKWn, Takoro rnoBa>xHoro 6aTbka AWTMHA Ta Taka
BAANacAa wKoanmea. Ha ToMmy mn roai.

A B cepeny 30BYyTb MeHe 00 BOJIOCTI. LLlo Tam Take? Hiak He Bragato,
HaLWlo MeHe KN4y Tb, HaLo g 1M 3aanaca? NMpuxoaxy, a>x TaM BXe oTelb
Makcum i IBaHeub 3 6aTbkoM. Toai 9 3apa3 goraganacs, Wo ue iBaHUeBI
Tpeba BuanxaTun MomnoBi rpyLui.



— Bbaynnu, Ag4Mxo? — NNTaTbCS Yy MEHe.

— Bxe,— Kaxy,— rpi&a Ha goyuwy He npurnmy, He noTatocs; wo bavunna,
TO Bavnna.

IBaHeUb i caM He TaliBCH, NPU3HABCSA; TiIbKN 3Mara€TbC4, WO BiH CiM
rpyw cTpycuB, a oTeub Makcum 0OBOOUTb, LLO HE CiM, a MOBHY Mas3yxy.

MuTaloTbCa y MeHe: CKiNnbkn? Xiba a nidnna ix?

Ha4ye BOHO He BCe 0AHO — YU CiM, Y1 CiM coTeHb! Bce oaAHaKOBICiHbKO!
[pix, Kpagix, 4y>KOro He pyLu...

OTeub MakcuMm rnokasas cBo€ nobpe cepue:

— $1,— Ka)xe,— He 3a wWkKoay, a 3a rpix... Tpeba xnonus sBigy4nTn, wob
He KpaB; a TO Wo 3 Hboro byae, 9K BOHO B NiTa Npunge, 3 orHo peatume!
MeHi nnaTn He Tpeba, a HeEXaW NOro noydyaTb 6epe30BOI0 KALLKOI; HEXal
NOMY NPOYYXaHKY fafyTb NPUIOAHO, @ 4 3@ HbOr0 B LLEPKBI MONINTUMYCS
Linmn pik, wob rocnogb BO3a4aB MOMy MO AiflaM NOro.

CT0iTb IBaHeUub Ha4ve Kpenga, o4mma 6amMMaEe Ha naen Ta TPYCUTbCH,
Ha4e noro nponacHuusa 6'e...

Ha Tomy 6 BOHO, NeBHO, 1 CKiH4YMNocs, konn 6 ByB CTaplwnHa NPUKYCKB
cobi a3uka; a 1o, 6ayTe, Hi 3 CbOro Hi 3 TOro:

— Y HbOro,— Kaxxe,— 6aTbKoO €; Hexal B xaTi B cebe i Moy4nTb CMHa, a
npuniogHo — wkopa!

OT1eub Makcum nobeHbKO N KaXke Ha Te:



— Ha 6aTbKa Hi4oro cnodiBaTnCA, KOJIM AOCI HE HanyTMB Ha Aobpo, To
BXKE 1 He HanyTUTb, a Pi304OK NOMY OeCATOYKIB N'aTb 3acunTe, Wwob

CMaYHiWwi rpywi 6ynn.

CtapwwuHa 3HOB CBOE: He byne cboro! badTe, Hanepekip nonosi: He byae
Ta 1 He byne.

OTeub MakcuMm i Ha ce He po3cepaunBCs; NokAnMKae Ao cebe IBaHUA,

nornaamvBe Mo roJliBLi Ta N Kaxke:

— Konn Hi rpoMaga, Hi 6aTbko He gbatoTb npo Tebe, He X04yTb 0OMUTK
TBOro Tina, To Tu cam abanm npo cebe, obMmun ceoto aywy. Moragan: wo tebe
XnOe Ha TiM cBiTil — | no4YaB NOMY YUCIUTU, CKIZIbKU TO HYOPTIB TPYCUTUMYTb
NOro, CKiJIbKU rpywl OrHEHUX NXaTUMyTb Y POT 3aNi3HUMUN FrakaMu...

Nlocnogn!

Posinwnnce... Wnavymxa 3 IBaHUEM 00 MeHe:

— DanTte pagy, 9k nona ybnaraTu... [NoxBanseTbCA, WO KAACTMME IBaHUSA
B LepkBi.— | AaBan 3aBOANTM, a IBaHELb 3a Hel.

A 1 Kaxy:

— OTeub Makcmm XBanMBCS, WO MOJIMTUMETbLCS...

— To BiH Npu NOASX TaK: @ Ha CaMOTi | MeHi, i IBaHUeBi axx 3abo>xunBcH,

Lo KIACTnMe.

— 'M! — Kaxxy a.— Kosn noxsansaBcs, TO N KNSACTUME.

— 3a cnyxboto?

— B>xe X Hige 6inbl, Ha NpockoMiail.



— Ox, MeHi nnxo!.. | To 6 To rocnoab NOro BYye?

— Ha Te BiH nin... He 3abynu, nesHe, aK y [poKONNXxun pyKy 3BeO...

— Xiba To* BiA NPOK/ILOHY?

— ABXex!

LLInaymnxa 3HOB A0 Nona: Aa€ NOMY Ha MOINTBU N'ATb pybniB, a BiH He
bepe, N'ATOECAT NPaBUTb, Ta LLe ripwe CTpaxa€ Xaonus NexkaoMm, i Tum, i

CUM, | BXX€ YMM TiJIbKU He CTpaxas Noro...

Ctapun LUnak HaknHyB wWe n'aTky, a binble, Kaxke,— X04 TPiCHY, He
naMm.

Yoro BXe He pobuna nomy xiHka, 9K noro He bnarana, K He rosocusia

— 4K 3aT4ABCA, OOHO TBEPOANTDb:

— He pam Ta n He pam!

AiBaHeub peBe!.. BOHO Taku nerkogyxe Take 6yno, nonoxamee, yCboro
CTpaxanocs, yHoui Hi 3a wo 6e3 cBiTna y CiHM He nige; 3-nig 6oBaypa, Kaxe

6y0, Kyunin BUNJIUICHE, Ta Ha LW 00 MEHEe...

Liny HiYeHbKY ONTUHA He crnaJsa: yce i Take BBUXKAJI0CH, WO He nNpu
Hac, He Npu Bac, He npu xaTi 3ragysaTtu. Llyp nomy!.. la BockpecHeTb 6or!..

OTee€ WO 3Beae iBaHeLb 04MMa, 3apa3 | XXaXa€TbCH, | KPUYNTb:

— On mamo, mamo! HYopTaknm MeHe 3a pebpa rakamm xo4yTb TarTu!..

3ani3Hi rpywi MeHi B poT nNxatTb!..



AB0 BBMKAETHLCA NOMY, WO YBECb BiH 00pIC OrHAHUMU rpyLLUaMu...
MpOKMHETBLCS, BEpP3€e HICEHITHMLIO!

— MaHoT4eHbKy! MpoCcTiTb, HE KNAHITb, He Byay!.. CBiTOM Tpoxu

3aCnoKoIBCA, 3a4piMaB...

BaTbko 1 MaTn oo oTusa Makcuma.

— YBaxTe! CnycCTiTb HAaNONOBUHY, He NpokanHanTe. OTeub Makcum — 3a

ce noba noro — csoBa CBOro He

MIHSIE: LLO CKa3aB, K BiApi3as..

BepTatoTbca Wnaku Big oTus Makcuma, oTyT IM HasycTpiy Opnapka

FrOJIOCUNTb:

— JlnweHbKo! NopeHbKo! IBaHLUA YHOPTAKU BTOMNUAMI

— [e? Ak? Konn?

— MNpoKNHYBCA,— Kaxxe,— Ta NMPO>XOoroM 3 xaTu, Ta Ha NacToBeHb, Ta 00
ca)kaBkwu, 36ir Ha Knagky, Ta B BOA4Y CTOPY r0JIOBOIO, TiJIbKU KPYrin

poO3inwnancs...

Butarnu: Ha psgHax Tpycuau, Ha 60o4ui Kadyanm, HIYOro He BAIANN...

OTeub MakcuM 5K NOYYB, @)K 3arJakas...

— f,— Ka)xe,— Moro no-XxpucTUAHCbKKN NoxoBato, X04 BiH i HAJIOXXNB Ha

cebe pykm...

TyT CTapwwvHa NPOTU HbOrO:



— He MoxHa! Hexan Buige nikap, Aa CTaHOBUN, Aa caigyun... Mpuixanu...
Bcto rpoMaay po3nuTyBanum, i MEHE NOTAMN.

A HiYoro He noTaina, ogHa A Npasay BU3Hana. Jlioge KaxxyTb:

— 3 nepenosioxy LLiIna4yeHKo BTOMMBCA. A 1 OiHa Kaxy:

— Henpaspa! dkun Tam nepenonox!.. Tak BXXe NOMYy Ha poay HanmcaHo.

3Beninm noxoBaTu IBaHUSA AK CNif NO-XPUCTUSHCBKU. ..

OT AKoro KnonoTy BCbOMY ceny Hapobus IBaHeub! Kosinm 6 xo4 3 4oro, a
TO i3-3a rpyw — Hexan 6u BoHU norHuam 6ynan! A To 6 niwoBs, BKJIOHNBCH,
nonpoxas — oTeub Makcum i gaB 6u! Tak Hi X! HYopTsaka nigBena: kpageHe

CMaYHiwe!..

A BCe 4yepes Te, WO CTpaxy B Noaax mano, bora 3abynu, 3n104iNCTBO
CKpi3b po3Benocs...



