Hepnaneko Bif nicy cTosna xaTka. B Tin xaTi 1B 40s10BiKk Makcum i3
CimM’elo; Bynio B HbOIr0 YeTBepo AiTen, HancTapLIoMy XJI0N4YNKOBI IBaceBi 6yno

NecaTb NniT.

JNlic 6yB Taknm rapHuMi, HaBiTb 3UMOI0 He 34aBaBCsA CMYTHUM, 60 NPOMiX
4yopHoJiccaM Byno TaM YMMano N COCOH, @ BOHWN 3aBXXAWN BeCeNATb OKO TUM

BiYHO3es1eHM ybpaHHAM!

Hepaneko Big MakcumoBoi xaTu 6yna ogHa COCOHKa TakKa-TO BXe
xopowa! byna BOHa He fy>XXe BesinKa, asie 1 HeMaleHbKa, caMe MipHeHbKa
Ta Taka 3rpabHeceHbKa, KpyrjeceHbKa, 3e/ieHi rnnui axx cAalTb, @ MO0 4

NnaroHKW, K CBiYeYKN, CTPeMIiTb, NPOCTIi Ta ACHI.

Kpacye cocoHka. lNpunina oCiHb CMyTHa, NpuiLllia 3MMma Ta, a
CcocoHui banpyxe! Cycigku ii, 6epesn Ta MMNKKN, CTOATb Taki CyMHi Ta 6igHi,
JINCTAYKO 3 IX reTb 06NeTiNo, a COCOHKa MOBOWU LLie Kpall ok 30aETbCA NMOMIXK

CMYTHNX TOBaAapPULLOK.

OToX i 3anuwanacbk BOHa, Ka)ke bepizkamM Ta nunkam:

— A wo? [le Bawi Ky4epi rapHi Ta pacHi? Ctoite gepka 4yamu! Ox, Wo TO
3a XOpoLla piy, 9K XTO wnaxeTHoro poay! Hema B CBiTi Kpalwmx, K Mu,

cocHu! On cBiTe MiN, AKa X A rapHa Ta Besin4yHa!

Benn4yaeTbCca COCOHKA, a)k TYT npuneTisa copoka. Cina B Hel Ha rinui Ta

N Kaxke:

— Ye-ye-ye! Yekan, yekan!..

A 4Oro YyekaTu — He Kaxe...



TuM YacoM COpOKa Taku 3Hana, Wo Kasasna: BoHa, baynTte, byna Ha
noasip’i B 4sabka Makcuma 1 6aduna, sk Makcmm caHu laivB; Yyna 1 Te, AK

Makcunm roeopuB IBacesi, Lo noige 3pybae COCOHKY Ta noBe3e Ha Npoaax.

Tak BOHO 1 cTanocs. 3anpir Makcmm KOH4, Nig'ixaB A0 TiEl COCOHKN,
3pybaB ii, 60 BoHa 6ysia caMa HannpuaaTHilla, Ta W NOBI3 Ha ToOpr.

| cnHoK IBacb ynpocmecsa 3 HUM (60 TO He ay>xe ganeko 6yno). Ogarcs
IBacb, MaT gana cBOi 4060TK 1 OHY4YKM 0o6pI; cManTb IBacb y caHKax, oobpe
NOMY, | COCOHKY PYKOIO Npuaep>Xye Ha rpuHaxxosnax. Hivoro He 3Hae
COCOHKa, Kyau ue il Be3yTb, TiJIbKU riylodKaMuy CTpinye, aK Nigcko4aTb ge
CaHKWN O0pOroto.

Mpwvixanun B ropon i CTanu Tam, e 1 iHWi 1N CToSIM 3 AIMHKaMn Ta 3
CocOHKamu; baraTo TaM ix, Tux gepesuis byno, 60 To came Pi3aBsaHI CBATKMK
bynun (akpa3 npoTn HoBoro poky). baraTwi naHn KynyBanan Ti 3eseHi
nepeBus, Wob CTaHOBUTKM IX y XaTi Ta BOUpaATM Ha BTiXy OiTAM. Y1 TO X He
BTiXa cnpaBAi? TyT 3uma 6ina, BCe CHirom ykpute, a TyT T0bi 3eneHe
AepeBLue CTOoITb y XaTi, ybpaTe Ta oCBiYeHE — 3eJIeHiE...

Ere x! OTo 3 Takow AymKow, Wwob KynuTn gepesue, niginwna n go
HaLIOi COCOHKW SKaCb-TO MiACTapKyBaTa XiHKa, MMOOHb, HAHbKA, 3 ABOMA
naHeHATamu. LLebevyTb OiTKK; @ HAHbKA TiNbKW rASHYNa Ha rocrnogaps Ta n

ryKae:

— Yun ce Bu, kyme Makcume?

— Ta 9 X, — Kaxe Makcum.

OT po3roBopuiacs HHbKa Ta 3apa3 i COCOHKY Kynuaa. Cka3asia noTim
Be3Tu nepesue A0 il naHiB. Mpuixann. COCOHKY BHEC/N B rOpHULi, a Makcnm
3aixaB y ABip. HAHbKa, bavuTe, 3aknkana MakcmMMa B KyXHIO, TPOXU
NOrpiTNCS, YaeEM NOro 3axoamnacb npmnuMaTn. bo xo4 BOHa BXXe 1 ropogaHKa

Byna, Ta KOUCb Y CYCiAHbOMY Ceni XXunia, Tak 0To N KymMoto Byna MakCcuMoOBi.



Takun x He nogoba yypaTtuca! NpunmMana HAHbKaA, 9K MOrna: IBacesi oyxe
nobporo 6ybnuka gana.

MocHiganu Tpoxu. Toai Makcmum, nogsakysasLuKM 3a xib Ta Cisib, NoAaBCA
B ropof Aeski cnpaBu cnpaBaaTu. A xJonusa CBOro Ieaca B KymMmm 30CTaBUB.

Konu BXxe Hagseyip npuxoantb MakcuM Ta N XXypUTbCA:

— Bce, — Kaxe, — cnpaBwuB, Kynus, Wo Tpeba 6yno, a TinbkK 3
4obiTKaMun NMXo: We nepepn CBATKaMM gas WNTU, @ BOHN N AOCI HE NOLWWMKNTI!
Cka3aB WwBelb, Ha 3aBTpa byayTb HEXMOHO roToBi; Ta 4YM TO X He gocada —
3aBTpa 3HOB MO iX Npui3anTb? XoTinock 6u Ha HoBuin pik foma nobyTun!

HsaHbKa ”n NnoYana BMOBNATUM MakcuMa, L0 BOHA MOMPOCUTb NaHiB, o6

NO3BONINJIN NOMY MepeHoYyBaTu y IX y ABOpI.

— Bam, KyMe, — KaXke HAHbKa, — BUrigHiwe Tak byae. A IBacesi X TO
sika BTixa byne! 4 nonpowy naHis, wob NnycTuam nNoro B ropHULLi NoANBUTUCH
Ha COCOHKY, — CbOro4Hi )X BOMpaTUMyTh.

3ocTannca Hawi. CngnTb IBacb Ta N AyMae: "dk TamMm BOHU TY COCOHKY
BbupaTmmyTh? LLlO TO 3a AnBO Take byne!.."

AX i cnpaBai "avBo" npeavBHe nobayme IBack! Ak noBena Noro BBevepi
HAHbKa B MOKOI, Ta K CTaB BiH Ha NOPO3i Ti€l MAaHCbKOI CBITAMUI, Ta SK

rNSHYB BiH Ha TY COCOHKY, TO a>k oToponis!

CBiTe Minn acHUI! IBacb HaBiTb He Mi3HaB CBOEI COCOHKM! Bcsa BOHa cHe
CBiYeYkaMu, nixTapukamm, Bce rinng obyinngHe abny4ykamun, AKMMUCb
UALbKaMN, YHEPBOHUMUN, CUHIMIN, 30JI0TUMU, aXK Y 04axX MUTTUTBL! Tig COCHOLO,
Ha NPUMOCTI, CTOATb NANIbKN, KOHUKW, LLOCb Take wWe... A 0Cb KPyrom
COCOHKW MoYasaun Xo4uTb TaKi AUBHI OiTN — 4K, MOXKE, TO XXUBI NANIbKN? TaKi
rapHi, Ky4yepsBi, Tak WTY4YHO noBbupaHi... LLlo ce Take?.. Yn CHUTbLCSA, 4n

crnpasAai QieTbca?..



A COCOHKa CTOITb, CA€ — 4K 30ps B Hebi! Hy, 1 Tiwwnnacsa x BoHa!

— OT, — Kaxxe, — MOE€ wacTa npunwno! 9 Taku 3Hana, Wo He NpocTa
nons MmeHi cyannacsal.. boxe, gk Xe rapHo, kK ntobo! Ak yci BuxansawTb! OT

KoJsin 6 To nnnku nobavmnn!

Ta HeLOBro BTillasacA rapHa COCOHKaA: Le CBiYeYKM He Joropinu
[00CTaTKy, a BXe ix noracunm (bosnmcs, wob He 6yno 4agHo, K MNOYHYTb
KypiTK Heporapku). ani novann 34iMaTu i3 COCOHKM N Nokpacu. Bce, Bce
nosaginManu nacowi, usubkn, 3abasku!.. 30CTanocs TiNIbKKN Te, 4Oro He
3ayBakuam abo wocb HikoMy He NoTpibHe Binblue: AKiCb NaHUIOXKKN 3
nanepy Ta geski gpidbHunu...

CTOiTb COCOHKa, po3ibpaHa, TeMHa, AMBYETbLCSA, paan cobi He facTb: WO
ce Take?.. li po3ibpanun? 3a Hei 30BCiM He abalOTH?!

Ce byna npaBaa — 3a Hei HixTo 6inblie He abas. Bci 3anHanuca tumm
JTAKOMUHKaMM Ta usubKaMu, WO 34inMaHo 3 Hel. Bce Te Byno noaineHo
NoOMiX AiTbMU. HaBiTb IBacb A06YB, 3 TAaCKN HAHBYUHOI Ta MaJi0i MAaHHOYKM,
KiJlbKa 30J10TUX ropixiB, 4epBOHUX A6/1y4HOK, LlYKEPKIiB Y KOLLNKY
MaJleHbKOMY, COJIOAKOr0 KOHMKaA i nanepoBy 30/10Ty pnbky! boxe min, 4m 10
XX He BTixa?

A>XK YHOYiI CHUIIOCh IBaceBi Te CBATO Ta 0CASAHA COCOHKa — BCe Te AMBO,
Lo BiH 6a4wmB.

HNpyroro oHSA BMNLWIOB IBaCcb Ha nMoagip’s A0 6aTbKa, a 6aTbKO BXXE KOHS
3anpsara. baunTb IBacb — BMBOIOKAN CNYrn 3 By ANHKY COCOHKY M KUHY W T
HagBopi, 6ina opoBiTHI; Cka3anum, Wwo BaeHb baraTo rocten byne, To He
noTpibHo, Wwob Take Yyenipanno B CBITAMLI CTOANO. JlexxnTb 6iaHa COCOHKa,
po34yenipuBln Te obaepTe rinns... Byopa BoHa byna Taka BennyHa, a
Tenep?.. [NAHYB IBacb Ta ak NOMY LWIKoAa CTasn0. He 3HaB BiH TOro, Wwo 1 3
JI0AbMUN HYacTo Tak byBae!



[ABUBCb, AMBUBCH IBaCcb Ta 1 3aMaHyJ10Cb MOMY B3ATU OOLOMY TYIO
COCOHKY; Ha Hin nak bynu we Heporapku, CTPEMINO KiflbKa 30J10TEHbKUX
LAUBbOK, 06pPUBKIB NTaHLIOXKIB NanepoBux. "Mo>xxHa AOMa NoKa3aTu, a AK e
Te MoYinasaTK, Wo naHn ganm, oTo-To 34UBYIOTLCA Hawi! — aymae IBacb. —
Kyaun nak! 46ny4yka Ta 30/10Ti FOPiXmM Ha COCHIi — a)k N'ATb, — YU B XyTOpi

Take bauunnn?"

CnuTanu B ABipHMKA, YN HE MOXXHa 6 y39TN COCOHKY?

— Ta MOXXHa, — Ka)ke, — Hallo BOHa Tenep 3hasacb? Tenep BOHa Hikyaun
He rogHa!

AK To Byno cocoHui cnyxaTn oTake?!

Moixann Hawi, NoBe3/In COCOHKY A0 cBoro asopa. OT y>xe 1 A0 nicy
nig'ixann; BCi gepesa Tak AMBYIOTbLCS: WO Ce TakKe 3i COCHOW CcTanocsa?
CtoBbypeub ynpaBaeH B NepexpecTs, Ha BEPLLKY 30J10Ta 3Bi3aa

cTpeMuTbl..

— MoaunBiTbCH, — Kaxke 6epi3ka, — AKi Ha Hi NaHLUIOXKN pOXeBi!

— ET, — UBIipiHbKHYB CHIrMp4YunK, — He XOTiB 61 A 1 naHUXKIB, X04 6y 1

poxxeBux! Hema B CBiTi KpaLyoro, sk soss!

Mpwvixann Hawi, BTArM COCOHKY B XaTy. [OMiH Takunmn 3HaBCs! IBacb
PO3MNOBiAa€E, MOKA3YE LALUBbKN, AiTW BCi WwebevyTb, AMBYIOTbLCA!.. A BBEYepi
IBacb Taku rnovyenms Ha COCOHKY BCe, WO MaB, Le N Heforapkis Kisibka

no3ocTannx 3ananme. OT Tak yTixa 6byna manum.

Ta He ooBro n TyT Byna WaHa COCOHLI: Yepe3 AeHb AiTN BUTAM N ii Ha
ABip i noCTaBmAK Ti Koo nopora. HivoriCiHbKo BXXe Ha Hin He byno!.. EannHy
BTiXy Majia BOHa B TiM, W0 po3roBifasna ropobymkam, aKi ciganm in Ha

riJIoYKKM, 9Ka TO 1 YecTb Byna y maHiB Toro Be4vopal..



A 3ronom nobaynnia COCOHKA, L0 CTasla BOHA COXHYTU, XXOBKHYTW...

OpHoro gHA IBaH i Ka)ke baTbKOBI:

— TaTy, nopybanTe B>XXe COCHy Ha ApoBa, 60 BXXe BOHa No)xoBka!

A 6aTbKO OaOKa3YyeE:

— Hawo 1i pybaTun! Kpawie g noctasto ii 3aMiCTb BiXu, 0TaM, Ha J0OPO3i,
60 Tenep pa3 y pa3 MeTenuua OOPOry 3amiTae€; BXKe Hawo A A0OPOory 3Hato, i
To BYopa 6nyame. Hexam xo4 COCOHKa AN MPUKMETUN Ha A0PO3i CTOIThb.

MocTaBnaM COCOHKY Ha noJi, Nnpu gopo3si. CToiTb BOHA, NIOAAM LOPOry
NOKAa3YE.

OpHoro pasy ige IBacb y caHkKax 3 6aTbKOM Ta 1 Kaxke 11:

— byBan 340poBa, COCOHKO! Y)Xe 4 3 oMy Big'mxaxxato! MNMpowasan!

“LLlo ce Take? Yoro BiH NPOLWAETLCA?" — AyMa COCOHKaA.

A BOHO 1 cnpasai Te 6yno, wo IBack Bia'mKaXaB. MNpuixana AKOCb A0 HUX
MakcmnmoBa KyMa, OTa HAHbKa, Ta 1 No4Yana Ka3aTb, WO 1l MaHW LWYKalTb
XJonus 4o NoCAyrun B ropHUUAX i wo gobpe 6yno 6 signatn B Ty cnyx6by
IBacs; HaMmoBAsANa, WO BiH COBi ofexXi N rpoLeHAT 3aC/yXUTb Ta 1 B Jil0an
noTpoxy Bunae. 9k no4ana BMOB/SATb, TO M 04BE3/IXM OTO IBacs, 3@ SKUM

YacoM, Ha cnyxby [0 naHis.

Ta WoCb He Oay>Xe-To NoOMY Ha Tin cnyxbi noBenocs. He cnogobanoch
nomy... MNMepLue BCbOro MMeHHA NoMy nepemiHeHo: ByB BiH IBacb, a TO CTaB
yxe "BaHbKa"; NOTIM Lann NOMYy TaKy BY3bKYy Ta TICHY OOEeXXWHY, Nocaanau B
NPUX0XKiN, @ 4acoM NMowIloTb Kyan. TypaoTb39 IBacA naHW, WUTYpPXaloTb Y
notTunuuio cnyrn. OgHoO €NoBo, 3a nonmxada B ycix. OgHoOro pasy ctapwmm



cnyra Tak nobuB IBacs 3a AKiCb NaHOBI 4060TwW, WO IBacb AOBro njakas... A
ApYyroro pasy ropHm4yHa 3a HoOXi Habuna...

— Hi, rogi cboro! — 3Ba>xmB cam cobi IBacb i 3agymaB yTekTu. byna
MacHuus, 6yB y NnaHiB Benukuin 6eHkeT; B OyANHKY 3HABCS TaKuUi LLapBapok,
LLLO HIXTO N He 3ayBaXXKWB, K 3HUK IBacb. Orneninuca notim: "[e BaHbKa?

Moknnyte BaHbky!" A "BaHbKN" BXe 1 CNify HEMa — 3a MICTOM yxe!

loe IBacbk: y>Xe BiH fa/le4eHbKO B MOJli ONMUHMBCHA, BXKe He 60iTbCH, Wo
0Cb-0Cb Ha)XeHyTb!.. | Tak nomy n0b0, WO TO BiH Ha BOJI, HAaBiTb HE XONOAHO
30a€TbCS, JapMa WO 1 CHIXXOK ige. NpoCTopo Tak HaBKpyru, NoBiTpsa Take
yucTe, Ta 6ino, 6ino Tak ycroan!..

Ane X OT noraHo, NO4YMHae cMepKaTu, Ta U cHir gepani 6inbwnn Ta
Binblwunn Bi€, Ta We 1 BiTEp NOro KPyTUTb, axX iTh TSxKKo. MeTe... Ox, boxe
Min, Ta Oe XX BOHa Ta gopora? JinweHbko! 36uecs Ieawko 3 goporu!
Knpa€eTbcs BiH TO B TOW, TO B Ton 6iK, C1b03Kn pBYTbCSA 3 04en, 60 Hivoro He
BAi€! He 3Hae Bxe, Ae BiH i Wo... Mo)Xe, BOHO HefaNneKo Bif OMY, a MOXe, —
30BCiM He Tyau BiH ige, kyan cnig! "boxxe min! — nnadve IBacb, — WO X ce 3i
MHOtO 6yne? 3amep3Hy A B noil" (A BXXe 1 Tak HOrn ay>xe nomepsnu!)
MNnayve 6igHnNM IBack, Kpi3b 3aBiptoxy Hivoro nepen coboto He baye. Konum ce
OVBUTBCA — WOCh MpiE... lMepLlie 3n19KaBCcA, AyMaB, WO BOBK; KOJIU Hi: TO
nepeBo... boxxe Min, Ta ce XX Ta COCOHKa, Wo 6aTbKo IBaciB NOCTaBUB; OH i
npyra Bixa!..40 3pagais IBacb, Ae B HbOro 1 cuna 3HOB y3anacs. bpene vepes
3ameTu. O, Tenep BiH BXXe 3HAE, Kyanm nomy gepxxatb! Tenep BiH 806’'eTbCA
[onoMy.

Hobuscsa! Ocb i xaTa noro. Jloma wWe He CNaATb, Y XaTi CBITUTbCA —
BeYyepsTb, MbOoHb. MNiainwos IBacb nig aBepi, 60iTbCA 1y XaTy NTKU, Wo6 He
cBapunau, Wwo BTiK. [Novyna maTu:

— UnTtbTEe, — KaXxke, — AiTn, MoBOM LWOCHL nJaye, 4yum wo!

— Ta To BiTep y KOMeHi, — Ka>xe baTbKo.



— Ta Hi, 60 Takn He BiTep...

Konun Big4mHUAn gsepi, axx 1o Ieacb y ciHgax!.. [0 HbOro, NNTaKThb:

— Wlo ce Take?.. 3BigKing ce BiH?

A BiH nenBe NPoOMoOBJSE 3a C/i3bMU:

— 51 NOKNHYB, A HE MOXY TaM ByTn, TaMm MeHe 6't0Tb YCi... 1 He MOXY!

LLlo Tn Bbypew KasaTb OUTUHI, IK BOHO OTake bigHe, naaye, TpEMTUTb,
pykun noanybnu!..

— Mosga poneHbKo! — CKpUKHYJla MaTun, po3gdaratodn IBacqa Ta

NPUAVNBASAIOYNCH HA HBOIO MNP CBITII.

— Ta ake X Tu xyae ctano! dke X 1o T06i nnweHbko Bynol..

Bigirpinu Ieacs, Harogysanau, NOMOXKMUAN CriaTM Ha nedi. [pyroro gHs
BCTaB IBaCb, BUCNAHWNIW, Ta TaKUN pagun, Wo To BiH goMa, Ha Boni! HixTo
NOro He raHs€, HiXTO CTycaHiB He ga€!.. Nobir 3 6paToMm AHOPINKOM HaAaBip, a
nani B NiCOK Ta Ha noJsie. A 3a OKOJIULLEIO BXKE 1N A0POry CBiXKY NpoTepTo —
came Ha Topr A gn ixanu. Mobirnn xnon’'ata 3 rPMHOXKOAATAMUN TIED

noporoto. Ocb i COCOHKa 3HakomMuTa!

— Cnacwubi Tobi, cocoHKo! — Kaxxe IBacb. — AxXe 9kbu He Tu, To 5 byB
6u 3amep3!

— A 6a4, — Ka)xe COCOHKa, — a Tu Ka3aB, wob MeHe Ha ApoBa
nopybanu! A ot akpa3 a To6i B npurogi ctanal.. Ta n 4BIipHUK NOMUINBCS;
Ka3aB., WO A Hi Ha Wo He 30aTHa, — a 0Cb AapMa, Wo s NMO>XKOBKJIa, NpoTe
3[0al0CA Ha KOPUCTb!



MOXUTYETBLCA COCOHKA, AYMOHbLKY rafgae... MpuneTinn 0o Hel NTallKky,

BOHA N Ka)ke 1M:

— lMoneTiTb [0 MOIX CECTPUYOK Ta PO3KaXiTb IM MNPO BCIO MPUrOA0HbKY
Moto!..



