B TeMHy KiMHaTy Kpi3b N03amMep3asi BikHa CBITUTb MicAub. Benuki wnbn
YKBITHa/INCA roa14aCcTO COCHUHO, NEPUCTMUM ManopoTHUKOM, LLUOBKOBOIO
TPaBOL i BCAKNMU iHWLUMMWN ANBOBUMXHUMU Bi3epyHKaMu, LLLO BULLNB Ta
BUMeEpEeXXaB C/IaBHNI MOPO3EHKO; MOXKHa Byno noaymaTu, Wwo To cnpaBgi 6ys
Kp>XXaHuUn 6y ANHOK NiBHIYHOT YapiBHULI-LapiBHW, @ HE KBaTUPSA 3€MCbKOrro
BuUnTens NMetpa Henbas, B ki paan ceaToro Bevopa 3abys npotonmTu
WKiNbHU cTopox Aia Nopain. Cam Hepbam nexxaB y TEMHOMY KYTKY Ha
NiXKKOBI, 3aKNHYBLIN HOIM Ha 6unbLs, COOAKO MapuB Mpo Te, wo aobpe
Byno 6 NiTn B XxaTy A0 AKOro-Hebyab CensgHMHa i N0OBEYEpPATU KYTE 3 MeAoM
Ta NMpi>XKamun. 3apoaniacsa B NOro Taka AyMka 3pa3sy nicns nicHoro obiay,
nepani BUpvHana BCe ACHiWe i nig Bedip, Koau nig rpyabMu no4vasno wochb
ccaTun, BOHa TakK 3acifla B roJ1oBi, WO HIi4Y0ro iHWOoro Tyan Hidk He MOXXHa
Byno ynxHyTn. Konm X HiXTO He MpoxaB NOro Ha Be4Yepto, a CaMoMy
BTPYYaTUCS B HY>XKY CiM'I0 B LLEN CBATUWN BEYip NOMY HEe XOTIiNIOCb. TAXKKO
BragaTun, YNM 3akiH4mnmca 6 noro aymku, konm 6 nig BikHamMmm He 3awlyMminm
YuiCb CaHN i Nnepen CaMUMN OBepuMa LIKOJIN He MOoYYyI0CHA rosiocHe "Tripy".
[yMKa, Wo CnbOoTow NpuB’A3na, 3pasy nonnHyna on Hepbas, i BiH, NigHABLWN
ron0BY, MNOrnsHyB CTYypOOBaHO Kpi3b Mep3.i BikHa, Ta HiYoro He noba4ums.
TyuM 4YacoM 3aCKpuUninin B KOPMAOopPi 3aMoOpoXKeHi 4oboTwu, | B KiMHaTy nomany
BCYHYJlaCb AOB>Xe/le3Ha NoCTaTb Y KOBeHAUI i B CMBiN wanuy,.

— Yum € XTO B XaTi? — NOYyBCs Hi>XHOro TeMbpy BUCOKMN ronoc. Hepban

CXOMUBCH 3 NiXKa.

— 3emnak! — pafiCcHO KPUKHYB BiH Ha BCIO KIMHATY, BMi3HaBLWW No

roJ10COBI roCcTA.— A TU X Ka3aB, W0 Ha cBATa A0 baTbkKiB noigew?

— Hi, 6bpaTyxo, He Baanocs, 4opT 6u noro 3abpas,— rosl0CHO OAMOBIB
TOW, CTAryt4mn 3 cebe Bcske bapaxno.— Ta voro ue B Tebe TeMHO? [aBan
ceiTna! He nosesno, Kaxky, MeHi UMMM CBATaMU,— Ka3aB BiH AaJli,— 30BCiM
y>xe 6yB 3ibpaBcs B 4OpPOry, MillOB Y BOJIOCTb 3a XaJlyBaHHAM i TyT Tob6i 1

CKolJlaCb NpuYmnHa.



3acBiTuaun namny, i HesrpabHa nocTaTb, BUNi3WN i3 KObeHsKa, cTana
FHYYKWUM, BUCOKUM XJIOMLUEM 3 XYAOLaBUM AesliKkaTHUM nnueMm; Cipi onutadi
04i CBITUANCA WMPICTIO i caMi Npoxanucsa o cepus. To 6yB CyCif Mo WKOAI i
ToBapuw Hepbasa — MNetnboBaHun. Cam Hepban, kpemesHun, oneubKyBaTUn
xJiorneub 3 pO3KyAOBYEHUM 4y6OM i 3aCnaHUMK, TPOXUN HACMILLKYBaTUMN

KapuMun o4nma, 6yB NnpsMOI0 NPOTUNEXKHICTIO FrOCTEBI.

Csi>kuin ronoc lNMeTnbo0BaHOro 3pa3y 3acunaB TUXY KIMHATY XUTTAM i

3Bykamu. Hepbanm nornsnae NpusA3HO Ha TOBapuLla, CayxaB, BCMiXaBCH.

— Tak oT i Malo A CBATKYBaTK B CBOIX LLlynnkax,— 0oBOAUB Kpato CBOIN
po3MoBi [NeTnboBaHUn.— LiuMn gHAMKU BCce-Takun, Byo, 3arnsHe B LLKOJY TO
Te, TO iHWe, i BOHO HEMOB Becesiw 6yno, a CborofHi, 3HaEW, KOXXHe
AEePXUTbCA CBOEI rOCnoaw, i 1 yBeCb AeHb caM cobi, AK HENPUKASAHUA X040
MO CMyCTiNiN WKOJi; HEMa A0 KOro c/10BoM 06i3BaTUCS, @ TU XK 3HAELL MOIO
BAAYY: HiiK He BcuAto, Wwob He NnoroBopuTK 3 KUM, A Le rnepes Be4OpoM, K
3rajas, WO CKpi3b Tenep no xatax 3alLusio CBATO i IOAN KYTIO CNPaBAAOTb,
TO 3 YCiX KYTKiB MOEI LLUKOJIN NOBISNI0 TAaKOK HYAbIr oo, WO Xo4 cobako BU.
To 4 1 HagyMaB: MaxHy A 00 3eMJisika, Ta NPOCUANMO BABOX 3 HUM Liel Beuip,
NOPO3MOBJISEMO LLUMPEHBbKO, LOMIBKY 3raflaEmMo.

Yepes HeBennkunim Hac MNeTiboBaHUN CKOPEHbKO XOAMUB 3 KiHUSA B KiHELb
Nno KiMHaTi, po3MaxyBaB pyKamu n rosopus besnepectaHy. Heabanm tum
4aCOM MPUNHSAB CBOIO 3BMUYAMHY NO3Y Ha J1)KKOBI, CTEXMB 3a TOBapuLlem

NiIHMBUMU, NPOTE MUABHUMW O4UMa i [OBPOAYLIHO NOCMiIXaBCA.

— 3Ha€w, iy oue A TBOIM CeNoM,— Ka3as, rpatoym o4mma, NeTnboBaHUn,
— a XJIONYMKMN MO YyANUAX WaMOTATb NO CHIry 3 By3JIMKaMU: Be4epto HOCATb
[0 XpeLwleHunx, i y MeHe 3pa3y BUPUHYB Y r0JI0Bi MaJIlOHOK 3 OUTAYOIr0 XUTTA
MOro: No XaTax ropsTb MPUBITHI BOTHUKN, Ha O0PO3i CHIF ACKPUTLCS, CKPIi3b
No yNNuAaX WyMAATb CaHWU... MU 3 CeCcTpuLeto ineMo CBOE BynaHeHbKOIo, Ha
O0[HO OKO ChineHbKolo, Bezemo Ao 6abyci Bevepto. Ham 4orocb Tak Beceno,
peroyemMocs, 6OPIOKAEMOCH Ha CaHAX, KOHAYKY NiAXJIbOCKYEMO... HbO,

MaJieHbKa! HbO, CJlineHbKa!, a BOHa, 3HAELL, TaK XXBaBO FOJIOBOIO MOTPINYE,



Tionae cobi... Lo, Moxxe, He ntob0o? — 3 LWaCAMBOK YCMILLKOK 3BEPHYBCH BiH
no Hepbas.

— Hi, Hivoro cobi! — wunpo ckazae Hegban.— Tu, 6paT, Woao noesii,
TOrO... Hy-HY, KaTan fgasni,— 0O0AaB BiH, 3aKypPIOOYN LUrapkKy N roTy4uncb
cayxaTu gani.

NeTNbOBaHUN COPOMJIMBO OCMIXHYBCSH i MO4YaB 3HOBY:

— | oT BepTaemocs og 6abn gonomy, a BAOMa BXKE Be4epsaTn
36npatoTbCA; B XaTi, 3HaELW, NnpubpaHo, NaBKWU BUMUTI, CTiN 3aCNaHNin
KUJIMMOM, SIKOIrO TiJIbKM B POKOBI CBATa BUMMAE MaTW i3 CKPUHI. Mo CTiHax
CKpi3b PO3BillaHi PYLUHNKN, Yep-BOHI-4epPBOHI, a)K Mo XaTi Bi4 HUX BUAHIE. Ha
NOKYTi CTOATb Y CiHi rOPLUVKKM 3 KyTelo Ta y3BapoM. lNepen ikoHamun
naMmnagka roputb. [ToMoONMBLUUCE, po3canxXyeMocs Kpyr ctony. CiMm’'sa Hawa
Bbyna Benuka, He BMiLLasnacs 3a CTOJIOM, i MEHe 3 CeCTPOI0, AK HANMEHLLUNX y
CiM'l, 3aBLIe cagoBuaM obifaTn fecb OKpPeEMO, Ternep e BCi 3COBYBaJIUCh,
MyCcKanu i Hac 3a CTin, i MU aXk CA9M o, WacTs. baTbKo CMANTb Ha NOKYTI, a
nepen HUM BUCOYEHHA ropa NUPIXKKIB, NansaHULb i BCAKOro iHworo nobpa;
TiNIbKW roJsioBa MOro i BUrnsagac i3-3a HUX. BiH 30BCiM XOBa€ rosioBy v NUTaeE:
"Yn 6aunTte MmeHe, OiTn?" — A Mun BXXe 3HAEMO, WO Tpeba Ka3zaTu: He Baynmo,
TaTy! — BCi, 9K o4uH, Kpu4mmo. "Mownm X, 6oxe, wob i Ha Ton pik He
nobadmnun!" — "Mownn, 6oxke!" — BUrykyemo Tak, Hemobun mu bynn 3BigTINA

3a BEpCTBY. A MaTu CUONTb Kpawn CTOJly, 3inepsiaca Ha PyKy, BCMIXa€TbCA...

— Hi, Wo He KaXxxn,— noaas 3iTXHyBLM [1eT/IboBaHUN,— a B HaLLUKUX

HapoOAHNX 3BN4YaAX € 6araTto 4orocb Takoro wnporo, Tennaoro...

Y Hepbasa naBHEHbKO BXXe NO4Yasio 3HOBY CcCcaTu Nig rpyabMu, i BiH, Mano
C/lyxal4u ToBapuMLla, HaMaraBCsa NpuragaTu, YM He 3aaMWnNBCA Ae-Hebyab y

NOro KM CyXui Kanay abo xo4 wmaTokK xniba.



"Konn 6 xo4 Kycok aepeBa norpmsTtu, abm He Hyauno Tak",— oymas BiH;
Ta BiH nobpe nam’sTas, WO LWe B4Opa BBEYEpi BiH A0IB OCTaHHbLOro bybnunka.
KOBTHYB C/ZIMHY | CTaB NpUCayxXaTUCA 3HOBY A0 CiB [MeT/iboBaHOroO.

AXK TOW 4OroCb CNMHUBCS, 3aMOBK, MOKJIiNas o4nMa i, nepemMiHuBLUMN

roJ1oC i NO4YepPBOHIBLIN, CTUXa NMPOMOBUB:

— Cnyxan, 3eMns4ye, 4m He 3Hanwnocsa 6 y tebe toro... 4yoro-Hebyab
i33icTn, xo4 xniba wmMaToK... 5, 6auunw, cboroaHi 3abys noobigaTn, Tak HEMOB
TOro...

Hepban nigBiBCA 3 Ni)Kka, No4yxas rosioBy...

— Taka, 6paTe, cnpaBa, WO X04 3apiXK — HIi4YOro He 3HanaeL,—

BMHYBATO NMPOMOBWB BiH.

— Ara! — ckopeHbko cka3aB [MeTnboBaHum i we b6inble NnoYepBoHIB.—
Hy, Hi4oro, g Tak...

Hepban nogymas, noayMmas i LUBUOAKO MallHYyB y ABepi, WO Benn 0
KJacy.

MeTnboBaHMW, 34MBOBAHWN i 3aLiKaBJE€HUN, MiLLOB C/AiA0OM 3a HUM.

Micaub CBITUB y CYMHI BiKHa KJlaCy; TEMHINN WKONAPCbKI MapTn LOBrMMum
psagamMu, BUurnagana cepef Knacy gowka. Henbam xoamse nomi>xk naptamm m

LapuB Nig HUMU pyKaMu.

B KiMHaTi BOHM CTanu po3rnagaTu, Wo rnonasocs NoOMy B PYKU.

B npuropwi y Hegbasa 6yna uina Kyna »XUTHiX Cyxapis, WO NOKNOaNN
KOJINCb Y KNnaci wkonsapi. Cyxapi 6ynn uBini, npunanu nnaom i 30BCiM He

Manu Burnagy wMaTtka xniba; 6inbll CKMpanmcsa Ha WMaTKK TPYXJ10i KOpu



abo Ha Kycku Xyxxenuui. Hegban yBa)kHo ornagas ix oo ceitna, obaysas 3 ix
nun. NeTnboBaHUN, NEPEXUNNBLLUNCE Yepes3 NOro nJjedye, Tex 3a3npas Ha IX i

rOBOPUB:

— MoKuHb, 11-60ry, NOKUHL!

Hepban moB4ku Bubpas o4ANH Cyxap, i BiH 3aTpiwaB y HbOro Nig MiLHUMN
3ybamun.

— Mo>xHa! — Beceno KMBHYB BiH FOJIOBOIO i MPOTAr PyKy 3 CyXxapsaMun o
ToBapuLla.

— YyaHuin Tn, in-6ory...— KazaB COPOMIAHNCH TON.

— bepwn, 6epn! — Beceno kasas Heaban.

YepBoOHito4n 1 ocMixato4uck, MNeTnboBaHUA MPOTAr NOMasieHbKY

AenikaTHI CBOI NafnblUi U NOTAr 0QHOro cyxaps4...

— 3axaun Tpoxn! — ckaszas Hepban.— Konun 6an, Tak 6an. Y meHe gecb €
0M1ifl, WO KynnB CTapoCTa A1 3aMa3KM Ha BiKHa: Tenep BOHa siKpa3 HaMm
3roanTtbcsa! — | Yepe3 AkmMM Yac Hepbanm Tackas i3 KyXHi ManeHbKuin

3aCMallbLibOBaHU FOPLLNYOK 3 OJIIEI0.

MoBe4yepsaBLIM Ta NOMONBLWNCL BOry, WKiIbHUA CTOPOX Ain Mopain
HaliB KOXYXa i BUMLIOB 3 CBOEI XaTu, Wob iTn Ha HiY fo wkonu. Ctynae cobi
FopAain moManeHbKy, pUnUTb CHIr Nig noro 4o6iTbMu, ONBUTBLCSA Ha 30psSHE
Hebo. "Tak TUXo, Tak ACHO,— AyMae cobi Nopain.— Cnpasennneo, O CBATUN
Beyip... Lle >k Hegapom uiel HOYi XpUCTOC HapoXX4AETbCA".

CnaBa Ti poXXOeHHOMY,

B acni nonoxxeHHoMy -



nigcniBye BiH cobi CTnxa cnoBa KONSAOAKMW.

"l AK OTO BOHO, cepAellHe, BUTpMMaso Nig Takmm Mopo3 y acnax! —
AVBYETbCA Mopain.— Cka3zaHo — cBATEE: | MOpO3 He bepe noro..."

Miginwos 00 WKoNN. Y BiKHI B KBaTUPi BYNTENS CBITUTbLCA... "He cnuTb
ie,— ayMmae BiH,— MabyTb, CYMHEHbLKO OAHOMY Ha 4y>XUHi..." Fopaiesi
CTano WwKoha Mosoaoro BYnTens. "AHy, 3arnsHy, Wo TaM BiH pobuTb, NeBHe,
NEeCb KHUXXEYKN CBOI YMTa€E. [1BOE,— roBopuTb caM cobi MNopain, 3arnspgaroym
B WKHKY, B 1l MaNeHbKNN, HE3aMYypPOBaHUN KPaEYoK.— bay, LLyNNHCbKNN
y4ynTenb npuixas y rocTi... LLlo > To BoHU cobi pobnaTe? HemoBb6UTO LLOCH
KywatTb..." — Fopain nigBoanTb A0 camol wnbkn ctapi, niacninysaTi oui.

"Ox0-xo0!..— 3iTXHYyB BiH.— Cyxapuku, cipoMmu, rpusyTb... | ricTb, i
xas3siH... Oye Tak naHcbka Beyvepsal.." Fopain oninwos o4 BikHa, CTaB Ha
CHIiry cepepn CTe)XXKu Ta 1 3aragascs. [1oTiM we pa3 3iTXHYB, NOBEPHYBCSH i

TUXO, XUTaK4YM ros0BOK, MOYOBIraB 40 CBOEI XaTW.

He3zabapom pig MNopAain cTosaB Ha NOPO3i BYNTENEBOI KIMHATU 3 BEJIMKUM
Yy3J7I0M Yy pyLi.

— Oobpun Beuip, 3 cBATMM Be4yopomM byabTe 340poBi! — BiTas Mopain
xJonuis.— Beyepto BaM NMpuHIiC — He noropaymnTe.

Xnonui otToponinu. F'opAinn NOCTaHOBMB BeYepto Ha CTOJi, @ CaM, X0
3aBLUe NbnB NOroBOPUTU Ha HIY 3 y4nTenem, Tenep CTaB Ka3aTu Ha

nobpaHiu.

— BOHO BCe piBHO... 3@ cnaceHHs Ayuwi...— 6yObOHIB BiH CTUXa, BUXOAAHUM

3 KiMHATMW.
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