Kpan cena cTosia XxaTa NnoraHeHbka, a B I XXUB CEeNIAHUH i3 XXIHKO Ta 3
ONTUHOI — xon4umk 6yB. HEBENNYKMN, HEOABHEYKO HapoaAmBCA. Bxxe TpeTin
pik O6yB, AK BOHM Nobpanncs, — 3 4y)KOro cesna BiH il B35iB,— a BCE HifK He
MOrin 36UTNCA Ha Xa3ancTBo. Y iX Tinbku n 6yno xynobu, wo tenmyka,—
Kynuau 1l TOPILLHIO BECHY,— Ta W Ta HeJaBHO 340xJa. A xo4 b n He 300xN1a,
TO BCe X rogyBaTu Hivmm 6yno 6. kK yce Hegopoaun, TO N CaMUM ICTU HIYOro
— He To wWo Tennyui. Nonnakana NopnnHa 3a Tenn4koto, Tak xiba 3 Toro

JOMOXeTbCA?

Ha BeCHy 30BCiM y censHuMHa He cTaso xniba. TMXXHIB 30 TpM NO3NYKaMU
XU, @ Ternep y>Ke Noro 3Hae, K i XNUTU — HIXTO 1 No3n4aTu He CTaB.,

YCAKUN Kaxke:

— Wo a T06i no3nyatumy? Y MeHe B CaMOro, MoXxe, A4iTW rofogHi CMaAThb,
a Tobi naBan, nasan, a Ha3agn i He cnofiBancs. T BXKe OH Y BCbOro cena
Hamo3mM4yaBCb. TyT CaM 3a MiloK xniba, Mo)xe, XxToN3Ha-Wwo Bigaas 6u!

Pasna xiHka lNeTpoBi A0 NaHa NiTn, HANHATUCA. MiWOoB Ha CYCIAHIN XYTIip
— He B3s/u: | Tak BbaraTo, Ka)KyTb, HauMuTIB. [1o Apyroro naHa niwos, Tak
TOW rNsAHYB, Wo B [leTpa ofe)xa — siaTa Ha saTi, nogyMas, WO ronbTinaka,

NPONANCBIT AKNACb,— HE CXOTIB i FOBOPUTMN.

— lNeTb! — Ka)xe,— 6araTo BaC TyT XoOUTb Takmnx!.

30BCiM He 3HaB lMeTpo, Wo 1 pobuTtn. Y KOro KoHska byna, Tak xou

BO3UTW NAHCbKi ApOBa 3 JliCy HauMaIMCA, a MOMY N TOF0 HE MOXKHa.

OpHoro paHky BCcTasa FopnuHa BoocsiTa. AuTuHa we cnana. Monoanus
noYana TuxeceHbKo 6ing nedi nopatucs, a NMeTpa nocnana gpos ypybatn.
[Mopa€eTbCA, a caMa AyMaeE:



— Akbu uen TKOEeHb Tak-Cak nepebyTncd, a TaM, MoxXxe, Nomir 6m
rocnoAb, To noixana 6 no 6atbka B CMpoBaTKy: MO>XKe 6 BOHM X04 3 MilLle4oK
nanun. Jinxo 6e3 KoHA: To cina 6, noixana, Ta n rofi; a Tenep, NOKU-TO

BUMPOXAELL Y KyMa TOro KOHS!

BigunHunncsa aeepi. MeTpo BHIC gpoBa, 4040y KUAAE.

— Ta He rpiokan-60 Tak, AnTuHy 36yanw! — Kaxe FopnuHa.

Po3Tonnna monoguusa B rnedi, noCtaHoBWUAa ropmkn. Toai niginwna oo

OiKKKN 3 6OPOLIHOM, rAsHyna:

— leTpe, a lNeTpe!

— a?

— A Wwo Mun oue pobntTnmem?

— 9k?

— bopowHa Tinbkn Ha pas, Ta n To xNibnHu Ha aBi. lMomoB4as lMeTpo,
Jani Kaxxe:

— Lo »x noro 3pobuw? 9 BXe n camM He 3Halo...

— Xiba we niTn nonpoxaTtwn?..

— Ta [0 KOro X iTn, KoM y BCiX Hano3n4aauncs Tak, WO HiXTO BXXe He

nae?

FopnuHa n cama ue nobpe 3Hana. 3aMmoBkAM 0060€. MPoKMHYNacb AUNTUHA
B KOJMIMCLI, MOloanLA B3sa 1i HA PyKKW, NnoYasa rogysaTu. BoHO Bxonusiocs



rosiogHe, Ta N KNHYJI0: MOJIOKa HeMa. TiNbku Wwe ay>k4ye 3annakano. Kaxe

lopnuHa:

— Xo4 61 BXXe caMmi, Ta oui€l AUTUHM He ByNno, a TO TiNIbKM AMBULLCSA, AK

BOHO MYYUTbCA: CaMa roJijogHa W BOHO ronogHe woaHs, 60 Monoka HeMa.

MNeTpoBi caMOMy ANTAYUIA MJay MOB HOXKEM cepLe KpasB. Tak xiba

XaseMm nomMmoxkew?

— 3Haew wo, MeTpe? MNign nonpoxan CTapoCcTy — MOXe, BiH 3 raMaseiB

[acTb?..

MoBuunTb lNeTpo, a ANTUHa BCe MnJslade, yce MOB HOXXEM cepLe Kpae€. YCcTaB
[MeTpo, Kaxe:

— A nigy! He 3amnxaTtun X i3 ronoay!

Y348 Wwanky, e nocTtoss, NnoAyMasn, a gasi 1 nilwos MOBYKMW. BiH 3HaB,
O CTapoCTa He MOXKe caM AaTu, a BCe X NioB, Wwob Xo4 He 4yTu, K

ONTUHa MJ1aKaTuMe.

— A MOXe N1 JaCTb? — AyMa€,— XTO NOro 3Hae?.. Tpeba nonpoxaTtw
nobpe. LLkoaa, Wo Ha 4YBEPTKY paTyLUHUM HeMa.

Mpunwos NeTpo B paTyLly, yBIANLOB, NepexpecTUBCs:

"3p0poBi, 3 cepenoto!" ckasas i cTaB b6ina nopory. CtapoCTa B KyTKY 3a
CTOJIOM CUAiB, a Nucap 3 wadw nanepmn BUNMaB, Mo CTOJ1y PO3KJafatoyu.
Binblie HiKOro B paTywi HeMa, TinbkK NeTpo Ta iX ABOE. HaMipaeTbCa BCe
MeTpo cka3aTn, Ta HigK He 3Moxe. [lymae: "A aK CKake — Hi, He gam?" | aK
noayma npo ue, nogyma, Wo To4i B MOro goma i XiHka, 1 AUTUHA roNogHi
CULOITUMYTb, TaK AYX NOMY NepexonuTb, i He BUMOBUTb BiH HI4YOro, TiflbKK
CcTOiTb 6ing Nnopory Ta wWanky ApaHy B pykax MHe. ba4umBLun cTapocTa, Lo

nomy yorocb Tpeba, a HiHOro He Kaxke BiH, CTaB CaM NUTaTUCS:



— A yoro T06i, MNeTpe?

Miginwos MeTpo 6m>xx4ye, BKJIOHUBCS.

— [lo BalOl MUIOCTIi,— KaXXe.

— Hy?

— He nonoxiTe rHiea, npmnwos oue Ao Bac... OT yxe TpeTin AeHb, Mano
O W iBLWIKN, CNAUMO... CbOrogHi N KPUXTK B POTi He Byno i bopoliHa HeMa...

— Hy, 1O wo?

— He nonoxiTb rHiea... {1 BXxe BClOAN NPOXaB, TaK XTO X MOro rno3nynTb,
AK y CaMOro, Mo)<e, Hema?.. Tak g oue... Yn He 0o3Boanaum 6 3 ramaseis xou

MilLe4yoK gaTun?..

FNAHYB Ha NOro CTapocCTa Ta 1 3aCMiABCS.

— e, xnon4e? LIboro Mmmn He MO>XeMOo CBOE Bosieto 3pobuTu, Ha e
[03BiN 04 HavYanbCcTBa Tpeba.

— OT ynpasu 3eMCbKOI, PO3YMI€ELL? — KaXke nucap.

— Ta BOHO TaK,— Kaxe lNeTpo.— Ta 4yn He Mo)XHa 6 ak-Hebyab TaMm, Xou

TPIWKN?..

— Ta n 4yaHUN Xe TN 9K, 4onosive! Tn X Yy€eLl, WO Hi, HISK HE MOXXHa.

MeTpo NOCTONAB, MOMOBYAB, Ta N KaXe:

— Ta MOXXe BOHO Tak, i 6e3 ynpasu?.. Xo4 HebaraTo...



— Ta T06i X Ka)KyTb, 4u Hi? Mo3aknagano 1o6i? — BU3BIpMBCSA Nucap.

A lMeTpo BCe CTOITb, He nae. BiH i cam He po3yMiB, YOro Le BiH XX4aB.
TinbKn 9K XKe noro nTmn 6e3 Hivoro? [lomMma X i KapToONJIO BXKE 3aTOro

noigaTk!.. Xiba we pas3 cnutatuca?

— Ta a BigaaB 6u ckopo, ocb Tinbkn 6 3apobus, Tak i Bioaas 6u...

Mncap 30BCiM po3cepanBcs:

— Ta KaxyTb »xe T06i, wo Hi! LLlo To6i, cTo pa3iB KazaTn? Xo4 T nomy
KOJISIKY Ha rosiosi Teww, a BiH yce — pnaun ta gan! Hy, niogun!..

Miwos NeTpo 3 paTyLui.

3abasuna NopnmHa ANTUHY, NOJI0XKWIA,— CaMa 3 OCTaHHbOro 6opoLHa
cnekna ABi nepenivyku, bopwy Ta KapTonai 3Bapuna. NopaeTbcs, a cama
AyMae:

— CborofHi Tak-csk nepebynemocs, Ta  3aBTpa... Ak ganyTs [eTposi,
TO, MOXe, N 0o 6aTbka He Tpeba byae ixaTun. Hi, xo4 i gagyTb, a BCe X Ha

ciBby HemMa€e,— IXaTu He MUHETbCA.

MoBunMana Mmosoavusa nepeniykn, xaTy BUMena Ta n cina npacTtun. Y
camoi npsaameBa He Byno LbOro poKy — CiiTU He Manun Ae, Tak vyy>xe bpana
Bifl NOBICMa. Yce 3a TMXXAEHb AKNX OHi COPOKiIBKN 3apobuTb, a TO 1 Kony.

— Kony 3apobiwi 3a TnxxaeHb, a Ha kapbosaHuA 3'icn,— aymae opnuHa,

HUTKY BUKPYYYO4U. KON Yye, pUnHynm CiHeLWwHi aBepi.

— MabyTb, MNeTpo,— AyMa€e MONOANLSA, — YM HECE XK XOY Wo-Hebyab?..



Cnpasgai NeTpo. YBiNWoOB MOBYKMK, CiB Ha J1aBi, HIYOro 1 He Kaxe.

Mo3snpHyna NopnuHa Ha Moro i Bigpasy Bragana, Wo AYPHO BiH XO04UB.

— lMeTpe,— Kaxxe,— Hi4Yoro He ganun?

— KaxXyTb, W0 6e3 NaHiB 3eMCbKNX HE MO>XHa...— MOHYPO BifgKa3aB
lMeTpo.

MoB4aTb 000K. [eTpo, NOXHIOMNUBLUK IFOJIOBY, CUAUTL CYMHUN-CYMHUN. A
FopnnHa cxmnunacb Ha NPSAKy i He npsge sxe. [NMAHYB Ha Hel NeTpo,—
Taka BOHa 3My4eHa, 30BCiM 3MapHifna. Tak Xanko nomy ctano ii. Miginwos oo

Hel, 06HAB, Ta N Kaxe:

— loai, ronybko mos, roai! He xxypuce...

MigHana o4vi FlopnuHa, a B 04ax CNbO3N.

— Mwu TO nepeTepnumMo,— Ka)ke,— a ANTUHa A9K? 9KoBO in TepniTtn?

Ta n 3annakana FopnuHa TKUXo... 3rooM 03Bajlacs 3HOBY:

— Ta BXe X Taka, MabyTb, Hawa gong. 9k 6or nomoxe, To
nepetepnmmo.

To po3BaKUTK XiHKY XOTiB 1eTpo, a Tenep 4ye€, 9K y CaMOro Ha cepui
BCe Ba)K4ye Ta Ba)K4ye CTae€. A aK CKasasia BOHa, Wwo Tepnitn Tpeba, To N He
BAEP)KaBCSH:

— Ta 0OKN X NOro TepniTu? — a)k CKPUKHYB. —Y>XKe X | Tak, 30a€TbCA,

NHS He MUHAE, Wob He Tepninn!

— Ta BXe X, MabyTb, Tak 60r gaB! — 3HOBY Kaxke oprnuHa.



[MeTpo HacynuBc4a.

— Ta xiba ) MUK BXe TakKi rpiwHi, xiba >k HeMa€ Bxe 1 rpilHilInNX 04 Hac,

O TaKe JIMX0 M1 Teprnmumo?

Hivoro He cka3ana NopnunHa, 3aMoBK i lNeTpo noxmypeHun. MoB4YnNTb, a
AYMU CHYIOTbCS B FOJIOBI:

— Xiba » To npaBaa? 3a BillO XX MyCcuMo 3 ronony eMupaTn? CtapocTa
He [aB., a gK caM, To Xiba He 6epe BiATINA XK? TOPiK Xe BKpaB 4eTBEpPTb
AYMEHI0... BoHM KpacTumyTb Hawe 0obpo, a T 3 roaoay BMUpan i AUTUHA
Hexan ymumpae!

Ta n obHana MNeTpa 3NiCTb; Taka 3MiCTb y NOro B CepLi 3aBopyLUMIacs
Biipa3y Ha CTAapOCTYy, WO N He CKa3aTu.

— BiH y pocTtaTkax,— lNeTpo AyMaeE,— Ta We 1 Kpaae, a 9 roJoaHun, 1o
O MeHi pobunTtn?

N xTon3Ha-wo 3pobums 6u BiH CTapoCTi, Tak 3anasannocs. Cxonmecs
NOXMYpWUIn 3 Micus, Niwos 3 xaTu. No agsopy bnykae, a AyMKa He Kuaa:

— He BMupaTn X i3 ronogy! Moe xx nobpo, He 4ue Tam, 60 N 9 X Tyau
3cunas, a Tenep, K MeHi iCTW HiYoro, Tak gatun He MoxHa! Hy, Tak g XX y Bac

He npoxaTumy! A n cam B6e3 Bac Bi3bmy!

| CKiNbKW BiH HE AyMaB, TO BCe OAHO B roJs1I0Bi CTOITb: "Bi3bMy!"

— He 4yxxe X 4 Bi3bMy, a cBO€. Konn He gatoTb caMmi, Tpeba kpuTkoma
bpaTwn.

| Tak BiH MOTPOXY [0 Ti€El AYMKN 3BUK, L0 30BCiM He NiKaBChb il. Cnepy
NOMY 34aBaloCb a)k CTPALLUHO, K BiH Npo ue AyMaB, a Tenep i gapMa,—



3BUK. | IK 3BUK, | HE CTaB LbOro 30BCiM BOATUCH, TOAI HAaBa>XUBCH 3pobuTn

TakK, AK HagoyMaB.

— Migy, pipky B rama3sei npogosbato Ta n HaTo4vy! — aymace MeTpo.

Tinbkun AK Npo ue NopnuHi ckasatn? BiH 3HaB gobpe, wo BoHa 3poay
TOro He Cxo4ye, 3HaB, L0 XO04 SK Il BMOBJSM, @ Ha Le He nNigMoBuLL. A WO X
noro Ginbwe pobutn? BiH Bavyme okpyru cebe nnxo, a He Mir TOMy JINXOBI
3anobirtn. bayms, Wo 1 NOAN HE XOTiNK MoMy nomodi gaTtn. OH cTapocTa
Kpage, a noMmy Tak He gas! Ycioam Henpasaa!.. | Tenep nomy He 3gaBasiocs
rpixoM ykpacTu. A Bce-Takum 60aBCA Ka3aTu npo ue MopnuHi, 60 novyyBaBcH,
Lo 1 BiH He no npaBAi pobuTs.

A lopnuHa cTana nomivyaTn, wo 3 MNMeTpom pobuTtbcsa Hepobpe wock. Bece
NOXMYPWU Ta CMYTHUN XO0AMTb. [T0O4HE BOHa NMTATUCA, HIYOro He Kaxe, abo:
“Ta Tak... Lock ronosa 6onnTe". IHOAI X rasgHe NOHYPO Tak Ha Hel Ta 1
ooMOBUTBL: "A 3 4Oro X Noro secesiomy dyTn?"

Bauynna monognus, wo He Takun ctas MeTpo, a 3anobirTn NMxosi He

3HaNa YMM, TiNIbKN XXYpUnacs e gyxxye.

A Tum 4acoMm xniba B>xe He 6ysi0, KapTOMJIO BCIO MNOINN, 3aTOr0 BXe
30BCiM Hiyoro ictn byge. 1o 6aTbka He oBeNOCb MOPMUHI NOIXaTu — KOHA
HIXTO He AaB, a MiwkKn xiba »X Nerko copok BepcToB Ao CMpoBaTKM NMPONTH,
Ta We v 3 QUTUHO. A MOKNHYTK AOMa Il HE MOXXHA: | TaK NneaBe XX1Ba Ti€l
KparnJjew MOJIOKa, a 9K MOKNUHYTK, TOAi N 30BCiM XTOMN3Ha-Lwo0 byne.

BaunTb yce Te lNeTpo i 3HOBY caM cobi kaxe: "BizbMy! He 3amnxaTtu X, §K
cobaui! Xanm N'opnunHa wo xo4ye Kaxke".

OOHOro pasy NeXXuTb BiH YHOYI 3 )XiHKOI Ha MoJy, He CNNTbCA Nomy, 60
OYMKN He 0aloTb. Ta N AYMAE BiH:

"A Wwo, gk F'opnuHi 3apa3 ckaxy?"



Ane He cKasasB, TiJIbku We Ay>X4ye noyas 3 oA4HOro 60Ky Ha opyrun
nepesepTaTUCA.

— Yoro tu, lMNMeTpe?

— Hivoro,— kaxe.

Ctana BXxe apimaTtun NopnuHa, Konm 4ye, knude MeTpo:

— ['opnuHo!

— a?

— 3Ha€ewWw wo...

— Hy?

CtaB lNeTpo, 3HOBY 60ITbCH Ka3aTw.

— Ta 4 Hi4oro... 1 XoTiB CNUTaTW, YN € y HaC Boaa B xaTi? MNnTu xouy.

— Ta B giXKLUi X...

YcTas NeTpo, Haye BOAY MilLOB NUTK, a B caMoro aymka: "Ckaszatun? Ta
BXKe X O[1 HEl He CXOBAELLCA — YU Terep, 4N TOLi, a KasaTn gosenerbca”.

Mpuinwos, 3HoBY Nir 6ina XiHKK, BKPUBCA.

— FopnuHoO, Wo X gani pobntumem?

Hivoro He Kake MosioAuLA: BOHA BXe BCi AYMKU rnepegyMarna, Ta Hi4oro
He Buragana. Toai NeTpo novas, 3aHUKYIOHYUCh:



— A 4... 4... 3Ha€LW, WO g aymMato?

— Wo?

Ta n 3HoBY lNeTpo 3ynnHUBCL, Aani Bigpa3y 3aroBopuB LLIBUOKO, HEHa4Ye

MOCMILLAETbCA:

— He 3amxaTu X i3 ronoay!.. IM Hi4YOro — OH i CTapocTa: cam rpoLui
rpoMafcbKi Kpage, a Ham xniba WwMaTKa He ga€e. Xiba XX HemMa 1 Haworo Tam?
Xan! MaHbKaTUCA 3 MU, Y1 Wo? Xiba BOHM PO3yMiloTb? Y3ATK Ta HAaTOYNTK 3

ramasei!..

— bor 3 Toboto, MNeTpe! LWWo T Kaxxew? AX po3cepaunecs lNMeTpo:

— A WO X, i3 ronony,— Kaxe,— sMumpaTmn?

— Ipix, MeTpe! Ha Te 60>xa Bong!.. bor Tak gaB... A 4y>Koro He pyLu!

— pix! A 3 ronony BMmmpaTtn — AK? Xiba s CBO€IO Boneo nay?

— [Dak LWo, NeTpe,— nepeTepnitn Tpeba... He xoaun!..

CtpawHo Bigpasy ctano NopnuHi. NpuropHyna BOHa 4os0BiKa.

— MeTpe, roai! bor nomoxe... Migew cam go 6aTbka, BOHU gafyTb... A

Te MOKWHb, 30BCiM MNOKNHb! [pix!

To Barascsa xo4 Tpoxu leTpo, a Tenep, 9K cTana [[opnMHa BMOBAATH,
3HOBY MigHANACh Y NOro Ha Ntoaein 37iCTb, TaK | KJleKo4ve y rpyasx.

— Nigy,— roBopuTb,— He Ka)XN MeHi HiYoro,— niagy!



[eHb NOMNHYB, HiY4 HacyHyna. [lixxaascA MNeTpo NiBHOYI, 04Arcs, y3s 3
coboto Tpn MilWIKK 1 CBepaen Ta W MiloB A0 raMaseis.

Hiy 6yna TemMHa. [NeTpo nepenLloB CBin ropoa, BUNLLOB Ha BUriH. Ha ayuwi
B MNOro IKOCb CMOKiNHO B6yno. BiH y>ke pa3 HaBa>kKMBCH 3pobuTun ue Qino i
Ginbwe He gymaB Npo Te, ke BoHO. "lMigy Ta 1 ykpaay",— AymaB BiH, i NOMy
He 34aBaflocA, Wo BiH noraHo pobuTbk, 60 BiH NpocTo 3abyB Npo ue,
HeHa4ebTo Npo ue n aymaTn He B6yno 4yoro. CNOKiINHO Ta CMiIMBO WLLOB,

HIYOro He NIAKa4YUCh.

OcCb BUTiH KiIHY4a@€eTbCA, WOCh 3a40pHiNo 3naneka. "Namaseil",-nogymas
MeTpo.-"Y cTOpOXXa raMasnHHUKA BXe He CBITUTbCA,— OyAyTb NOBHI Tpu

MiLlLKN".

JNlerkoto xopoto niwos gani. Yxe Heganeko! Tinbky, wo ue? NonocHo,
A3BiHKO BiAryKHYBCb Yy NOBITPi KpUK. MabyTb, CMY. 3HOBY KpU4NTb, "HABKa"
— Hi, e coBa. | Bigpa3y cTpawHo lNeTposi cTano. LLlocb nepexonunnio ayx,
cepue 3acCTyKano B rpyasax. BiH 3ynuHmnBecs, ctaB NnpucsyxaTucb. 3a CNUHOK
a>X MOPO30M CUMHYJIO.

— MinmatoTb, NninmaoTb! 3n04iN!..

| 3HOB ogpa3y, Ha4vye cHirom obcunano. To cminmemn ByB | CNOKINHWIA, a
Tenep yce Te 3HUKJ0. BiH yBeCb TpeMTiB.

— WTn, 4n He nTn? — AyMaB BiH. — A 9K NinMaloTb?

BiH 3HOBY mo4aB npucayxaTucs. Asne HaBkpyru Bciogn 6yno Tak TUxo, LWo

BiH Mir 4yTun, K y NOro B rpyasax KOJ0TU0CA cepue.

— Moxxe, BepHyTUCA?.. A 3aBTpa 3HoBY byaemo 6e3 xniba!.. Hi Bxe —
nigy!



| BIH TUXO-TMXO MoYaB NPoOKpadaTUCA 00 ramaseiB; Niginwos [0 1X, we
pa3 03MPHYBCb OKpPYrun. B TempsBi Hi4oro He Buako. Toai nonis nig 6yaisnto.
LLlopOKy 3CuMnaBLUK 3€PHO Y 3acCikun, 3HaB, 3 AKoro BoHU 60ky. Obepe)xxHo
nignis BiH 4O TOro Micu4, Nir Ha cnuHy. Toai HacTaBMB CBEPAJIO, NOYaB
BepTiTn. Cyxe nepeBo Tpoxu 3aTpiwano. MNeTpo 3ynMHNBCL, NPUCIYXat4unCh.
Hani 3HoB No4yaB pobutn. CBepaso rnmbwe Ta rnmblie BNasnno B 4epeBo —
He3abapoMm i gipka byne. NeTpo 3 yCi€l CMAM HATUCHYB Ha CBEPAJIO, JieXKayn

Ha CMUHI.

— AroB! CemeHe! E, cTOHaguaTb Kin'!..

MeTpo 3opuUrHyBCb. XT0 Ue? CTopox? Cepue KOIMXHYJIOCb Yy rpyasx, a
nani HemoB 3acTurno — lNeTpo cnyxas. XONOAHUNA NIT BUCTYMNUB Y NOro Ha
nobi. BiH Tak i 3aKkaM'aHiB, NiIAHABLUN PYKW Bropy A0 cBepAJia. 3HOBY YyTK:

— CemeHe! CemeHe!.. A, wob T106i! Hy, a n cam, xiba meHi wo? He BMmito
3acniBaTtu?.. CtoHagusatb!.. len!..

On Tam 3a banpakom

TaHutoBana puba 3 pakom...

M'sHy nicHio 4yTK Byno 6ina camoi ramasel. | 9K XToCb ifoe, 4yTu.

Ta ren: TaHutoBana puba 3 pakom,

A unbyns...

— Tio Ha TBOro 6aTbkal.. Yoro ctoan? Hi, a9 ctoam He xo4y, gogomy nigy!

Fen, a unbynsa 3 YaCHUKOM,

A piBYMHA 3 KO3aKoM!



M'sH1n niwos. Fonoc i xoga 3aTuxnun. NeTpo He BOPYLLUUBCh. BiH
3aTpuvMaB ayxa n xaas. OCb y)Xe HIKOro He 4yTu. BiH we npucnyxasck. Hi,
HeMa Hikoro. ToAi oCTaHHIM HaTUCKOM BiH A0OBepPTIB AipKY. Hananas MiLlOK,
nigcTaBUB, BUTArN CBEpPA10. 3€PHO CUMNHY0. TPYCA4YUCH, AK Y NMPOMacHULL,
MNeTpo noHacunas ycCi Tpy MiWwKW. Namasei bynm HU3bKO Npu 3eMi, TO He
MO>XHa 6yn0 NoBHi NoHacunaTn. OgHave, Wwo Tenep pobuTn? NMOKNHYTKU
AipKYy He3aTy/leHy — 3epHO BMTeYe Ha 3eMJIto, 3aBTpa nobayvyaTb, 3HaNOyThb.
Tpeba 3aTKHYTU. | HOro ue BiH He B35B 3aTUYKN?

MNeTpo 3aTy/MB LiPKY OOHIEID PYKOIO, @ APYrOk NoYas LWyKaTu TpaBu Ha
3aTu4Ky. TpaBa He pocia nig ramaseamun. 3ragas, WO B NOr0 € XyCTKa.
3HaNLWOB i, TaK-CAK 3aTKHYB AipKY. ToAi BUTArN OAWH KJIYHOK 3-Nif ramasel,
CTaB i AyMae:

— Nopnomy HecTun? Hi, To ay>xe nosro byne. NonepeHoLwy Ha Moruny,
Hexawn TaM nepenexaTb NOKK LLO.

Moruna 6yna 3a cenom, Ha LbOMY XX BUFOHi, TaM, & KOJIUCb FrpaHnLS
nwna, a Tenep TiSIbKM Ban 30CTaBCA BUCOKUN. Mocniwatoduncs, ogHic MeTpo
OOVH KNyHOK. Ti ABa KNyHKM Bynn meHwi, BiH 3abpaBs ix oapasy. Yci Tpu BiH
3axoBaB Ha Moruni B byp'aHi. XoTiB 6yB fonomMy nTu, Ta 3HOBY NpO AipKYy
3ragas. Tpeba B3ATW Kpally 3aTUYKY, @ TO XyCTKa Koaun 6 He Bunana. BiH
TUXO MPONLLOB 40 YNNOroChb TUHY, BUJ1laMaB LyprasoK i nilos 3HOBY A0
ramaseis. [Migni3 yn'atb, o06epexxHo BUTAr XyCTKY W 3aTKHYB OipKYy
nepeB'ssHOo0 3aTUYKOI0. Llyprnanok came nNpunLIOBCh | MiLLHO CTPUMIB Y AipLi.
MeTpo cnpobyBaB — nobpe. MabyTb, 4OO0/Y TPOXU 3epHa po3cunanocs. BiH
MnoMaLKKM No3aropTaB NOro 3emMselo.

BepHyBCs nooomy, yBIiNLLOB y XaTy.

— ['opnuHo!

Hivoro He 4yyTn. MabyTb, cnuTb. Jlir BiH Ha Mif, He PO33yBal4YUCh, TiNIbKN

CBUTY CKUHYB.



— [opnuHo, T cNuwi?

— Hy?

— 9 3ax0oBaB Ha MOrUNi...

— [po MeHe pe xo4 xoBan, a 2 To6i y noMmodi He byny!

3amoBK [lleTpo.

A\

Hikomy n Ha oyMKy He Bnano, wob MoxxHa byno BkpacTtu xnib i3
3aMKHeHOIl ramasei. Ta n Kkpagi>xka byna HeBesnn4ka, TO He Oay>Xe W NOMITHa.
Bayva4wn MNeTpo, WO Hige HIYOro NPo KpagdixKKy He 4yTu, NepeHiC XXNTO
nonomy. Ta NOro CTano He HafoBro. YN'aTb X04 3HOBY KpacTu nan. Ta TisibKu
TYT Tpowkun nocobmna gons. Y cyCigHbOro naHa lMeTpo BNpoxaBCb y HaNMu.
CTaB BiH XXNTW B NaHa, TiJIbKN HOYYBaTu 40O0MY XO0AUB. [loMa 3NUAHI
30CTannCA 3INQHAMU, ane 1 3a Te XxBanuTu bora, wo xo4 rosiofHi He cuainun.
A NMpo KpaAi>KKy 1 Aoci He 4yTb 6ysio Hi4oro. NeTpo 3acnoKoiBCA.

OT>Xe Hi, He 3acnoKoiBCA... BiH naBHO B)Xe 3rybmuB CBiln CMOKiN, 4aBHO
NOro He CTaso, ax i3 TiEl TEMHOI HOYI, SIK BiH Mig rama3eamMmu 6ys. | He
Kpadi>KKa cTasa noro Mmy4mTtu, Hil Npo Hel BiH cneplly 1 He ayMas. TiNlbKKN X
FoprnnHa MOB He Ta [0 MOro ctasna. 3HUKW Ti pPO3MOBU LWMPI Ta SlacKkaBi,—
Ternep BOHa 3 YOJIOBIKOM iHOAI N CQloBa HE NPOMOBUTL 3a A€Hb — CyMHa-
CyYMHa xoauTb. ani n y Hanmun niwos MeTpo, CTas TiJIbKMN BBEYEpPi XiHKY
6a4unTn — He nocobunocsa. Bce MoBUYMTL. TO WOHOYI [MeTpo xoamB, a TO BXe
TiNbKW ABIYi, TPUYi Ha TUXXOeHb, 60 3HaE, WO AOMa He NPUBITalOTb, HE
3arOMOHSATb, WO AOMa e Ts)X4Ye Ha cepui byae. BiH He OKOPSAB XiHLUi: NOro
CaMOro B)Xe Nno4YnHasa rpusTn 3ragka npo Te aino. YaeHb, cepep HEBraBHoOI
poboTu, We He Tak bysio TAXKKO — 3abyBasiocs; a B Ti HOYI, WO BiH TO B NaHa,
TO AOMa HOYYyBaB, Y Ti MOXMYypi HO4i He 6yno nomy cnokow. bo 3arnHysno
MOro wacTH, MOXKe, HaBiKN 3armHyno. A BOHO XX Byn10 KOJINCb, Te WwacT4,



Byno HaBiTb | TOAI, 9K ronopg ix My4ms. A Tenep yce 3HUK0. TinbKn rpyau
ne4ye, Tak neye... "Xo4 6u Kapa, Ta He Taka. Xo4 b Hanasna meHe, xo4 6un

NOKOpsJa, @ TO MOBYUTb, HIYOrO HE KaXke, a 9K BunnHa coxHe".

Lle 6yno B Hepinto BBe4epi. NMeTpo cmais goma 6inga crtony, a FopnuHa Ha
nony AUTUHY Konuxana. KaraHeub NnoTpoxy 6amMaB, i Npu MOro CBiT/i XiHKa
30aBaslacs we 6inble 3My4eHoo, HiXK yaeHb. O6any4sa 3mMapHino, oui
nosanagasnu, i sKkacb MyKa CBiTUNACb Y IX Y TOW 4ac, K BOHa IX NigHiMana Big

KOJINCKKN. XXanb CTUCHYB cepue lMeTpoBsi. YCcTaBs BiH, Niginwos, ciB 6ing Hei.

— ['opnuHo!

BoHa MOBYKM NigHSAMa Ha MOro CMYTHI OMi.

— FopnuHo! Jokn Mn ByaemMo Tak My4nTuca?..

Y noro nopeaBCs rosioc; WocCb CTUCHYI0, MOB KJilwaMm, ropo. A BoHa
BCe MOBYasa. JlegBe nepemir cebe MNMeTpo, 3HOBY MoO4aB:

— O60€ My ruHemo... Yca gywa nepemMyydmnack... CKaku MeHi, Wo Tn

Ma€Ll Ha AyMUi, CKaku, 60 OOKM X TakK XUTKU?.,

BoHa 3HOB r/isHy1a Ha NOro CBOIMM No3anagasnMm o4mma i TUXo
cnyctuna ix gogony. | MNeTposi 34a50CH, WO TOM NOrnag A0CAr NOMy axk y
cepue i iK HOXXeM Pi30oHYB NOro.

— A Wwo g T06i CKaXky? — no4vasia BOHa TUX0.— AOKe Th CaM 3Ha€eLll... 4
Kasanla — He pobu... Konm x He cuna Mo4... 1 ntobuna tebe, a Tn 31040ieM
3p0bUBCh.

— Hexaw i Tak,— roBopuTb lNeTpo,— asie )X T 3HAEL, 9 HE TUM Le

3pobuB, LWO... TV 3HAELL, LLO HE MOXXHa 6yn0 Uboro He 3pobuTw...



— 4 3Hato,— Tuxo BigMoBua FopnmHa.— Yce Te 4. 3Hato... Ane o X 9 3
coboto 3p0bt0, KON A HE MOXKY, KOJIM MEHi Hecuna A0 TOro 3BUKHYTN.
Kpawe 6 a 3 ronony Bmepna, Hix ue ctanocs!

BoHa BCe HUXKYE N HMXXYE HaXuUnsnacb 00 KOJINCKMN.

— fke Tenep XnNTTa byne?.. He XuTT4, a MyKa... Y1 Xgana X a4 Toro, 4u

crogisanacs!

| BOHa TS>XKO 3apuAasia, NpunaBLun A0 KOJUCKK i 6'to4ncb ronosoto o6 i
bunbusa. 3n9KaHa AUTUHA NPOKMHYNAck i cobi 3annakana. A F'opnnuHa MOB He
yyna 1. [JoBro BoHa xoBaJla CBOI MYKY, i OCb Tenep Ta MyKa CJ/ib03aMu

BUByxHyna. TinbKKN X He nocobunnan Ti CNb0o3u, HE BUHECN /InXa 3 AYLUi.

LLle 6inbwunn cym obHaAB MNeTpa. 3a oOCTaHHIN TUXXAEHb BiH NepeMy4unBcs
TakK, WO 1 Mi3HaTn Noro He Mo>xHa 6yno. lyma no aymi MmmHanan B NeTposin
rOI0Bi, BCe YOPHI, HENPUBITHI AyMun. Pa3, cepen HOYi, y NOro NpoManHyao B
rosioBi: Npn3HaTUCa? B oCTpOr 3aMKHYTb... TaM 3 3104igMu, 3
po3binHMKamu... A xiba BiH cam He 37104in.? Hy N Hexam y nyTa 3aKyloTb,
noseayTb... A cnH? A lTopnuHa? Wo Toai 3 cnHom byne?

— Lo! A Tenep xiba kpawe? Tenep MeHi XiHKa — He XiHKa, Ha4e 1
ANTUHA — He MOos AWTUHA... lipwe He Byae, Ta xo4 FopnuHi MoXxe

nosierwae, K MeHe He bavynTume.

| wo Ginblie BiH oymMaB Npo ue, To BCe AyXX4e XOTisIoCA oMy BCe

po3Ka3aTun, KpukHyTn: “Le al..

| B noro obepTom iwnia rososa. BiH XxoamB 30BCiM K HECAMOBUTWUN, | NOro
nosanagani odi iHOA4I Tak cTpalwHo 6anwanu, wo FopnmnHa Yacom sisikanach
noro.



| ocb HacTaB 4ac, HaBa>KMBCA BiH. Lle 6yno B Heginto. CTPoOK y NaHa BiH
y>xe BnbyB i 1B fomMa. BiH ycTaB paHO i MOBYKM No4vas crnpasnaTucs 6ing

Xa3aMCTBa.

— Xiba Bce cka3aTwu in? — gymas BiH.— Hi, AKOCb CTpaluHo. Hexan
NOBiJAETbCA CaMa, K yXXe 3pobneHo byne.

| BiH BelWwITaBCA Ha ABOpPI, HE'BBIX0AMB Yy xaTy, 60 NoOMy TSXKKO Oyo
6aunTn XiHKy. Tak-cak nepebyscsa no obia. Mo obigi ogsarce, rAsHYB Ha
FopnuHy i 3HOBY noayMas: "Cka3saTun?.." BoHa MOBYKM nopanack 6inga neui i
He AMBUMACb Ha Moro. BiH oaBepHYBCb, NepexpecTmBCh i NiLOB 3 XaTu.

FopnunHy 3amByBaB lMeTpo TM, WO Nnay4u NMoMoJsIMBCb. Asie BOHa He
3yNUHWMAA NOro: T TSHXKKO Byno 3 HUM po3mMoBAATU. BoHa 1 Tenep nobuna
NOro, i TUM-TO LLe TAXYe 11 Ha cepui byno Toai, AK BOHa npuragysana, Lo ii

YOJIOBIK — 37104,iM.

MeTpo TUXo MLWOB [0 BONOCTI. loro nepecTpisanu Noau, a BiH i He 6a4uB
iX,— TaK OMaHyBann NOro AyMku. A npoTe BiH OyB AKOCb HaA3BNYANHO
cnokinHmn. Came Tak, 9K ToAi, KON BiH iLLOB KpacTW, caMe Tak i Tenep

AKUNCb OVUBHWUW CMOKin 0OHAB MNOro.

Ane X gk nobayme KO0 BOJIOCTi rpomMagly, cepue 3akKoJIoTUII0CA NOMY B
rpyosx. 9k BiH Cka)ke nepep rpomagoto? Xiba nigoxpnaTtm, Noku
pPO3iNAYyTbCA, Ta CKasaTn CaMOMYy CTapoCTi?

Tum Yacom BiH Habnu)xasca Ao rpoMaaun. BiH i cam He nam'aTas, fAK
NPOTOBMUBCA NPOMIX JIIOAEN aXk 00 pyHAYKaA. Ha pyHAyLi CTosB nucap, Wwoch
yuTas. MNeTpo cTaB xaaTwn. Nncapis ronoc BiabMBasChb y Byxax, ane X CniB
3p03yMiTN BiH He Mir. Ta BiH i He CUNKYBaBCA NPUCYyXaTUCb A0 IX. FonoBa

nomy nanana.

Lo ue? N'pomaga 3arsantyBajla — Le nucap go4mTaB.YKe yac.



BiH 3HAB WanNKy 1 no4as:

— Jlogn pobpil..

(pomMajpa Tpoxu BLUYyXNa.

— MeTpo wock Kaxe, cnyxauTe!

— Ta 4oro Tam nomy Tpeba?

— Ta cnyxanTe BXe, L0 YOJI0BiK Kaxe!

MeTpoBi Nnepexonuno oyx, BiH fegBe AMXas.

— Jltogn pobpi! MpocTiTb MeHe, 60 A 3n04in! A BKpaB 3 ramasei...

| Te npomMoBMBLUK, BiH YyNaB A0 HIr rpoMan.
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FpomMana nease 3po3ymina, 3a Biwo MNeTpo 3Be cebe 3n0aiem, 60 Hikomy
N Ha AYMKY He BMano, Wwo 3 ramasei BkpageHo. lNMucap 3senis 6yB
apewTyBaTu lNeTpa, Ta rpomMaga He fana:

— Ue Hawe pobpo, Haw i cyn,— rykanu noan. Ane rpomMaga Hi4oro He
3pobuna MeTposi. BiH HabpaB Tpu NOBHMX MilwKK xniba n oABi3 y ramasel. |
HEeMOB yapyre Ha CBiT HapoauBcA Todi. F[poMaga He pO3yMOM, a SKOCb
cepuem noyyna, gk NeTpo Mir ginTn 4o Takoro fgina, i HixTo 6inbwe He
3ragysaB npo noro. Cam lNeTpo NOTpoxy 3acrnokoiscs. | FopnnHa 3HOB CcTana
noro NoOpnunHOIO, Takoo, SK i nepwe byna... | CTann BOHU 3HOBY XUTU, AK

XKUIN...

1884.



