IBaH ByHiH

Nerkmnm nogunx (Jlerke oMxXaHHS)

Mepeknapay: A. YniweHko, O. YniweHKo

Ha uBuHTapi, Ha4 CBIXXUM rIMHAHUM HAaCUMNOM, CTOITb HOBUN XPEecCT i3

ayba, MiLHWN, BaXKKWUN, rNageHbKUn.

KBiTeHb, OHI Cipi; NaM'aTHUKN LBUHTApPS, MPOCTOPOro, noBiTOBOro, Lie
30aJieKy BUOHO Kpi3b roni gepesa, i XoN04HWUA BiTep A3BEeHUTb | A3BEHUTDb

nopuensiHOBUM BiIHKOM KOJ10 MiOHIX KA XpecTa.

Y caMmuin xxe XpecT BCTaB/IeHNN OOCUTb BEJIMKUINA, OMYKJIUINA
nopuensiHoOBUN MefasibWOH, a B MefasibOHIi — poTorpadiyHuin nopTpeTt

FiMHa3MCTKW 3 PafiCHUMUN, HaMpPoOYyd XXBaBUMU O4MMa.

Lle Ona MeuwiepcbKa.

[iBYMHKOIO BOHA Hi4YMM He BUPI3HANACA B rypTi KOPUYHEBUX MNMHA3UYHUX
CYKOHb: O MOXHa 6yJi0 CKa3aTun Npo Hel, OKPiM TOro, Wo BOHa 04Ha 3
rapHeHbKMX, 3aMOXHUX i WaCcAMBUX OiBY4aTOK, WO BOHa 34ibHa, ane
rpannuea i 6e3TypboTHO-bangy»Ka 40 TUX Hany4yBaHb, WO i1 pobuTb KNacHa
nama? MoTiMm BOHa noYasia po3KBiTaTW, PO3BMBATUCA He LWOLEHb, a
LWOroANHY. Y YHOTUPHaAUATb POKIB Yy HEl By/in He nuwie TOHKa Tania i CTPYHKI
HI>XKKIN, @ BXXe fobpe okpecntoBanancs rpyam i Bci Ti oopmun, HapiBHy
NpuBabNMBICTb AKUX LLE HIKONM N HIXTO HE 3Mir nepeadaTn CQI0BaMu; y
N'ATHaAUATb BOHA CTaJla BXXe KpacyHetn. K XXe aKypaTHEHbKO 3a4iCyBasiuCs
il nogpyrn, SKNMN 4enypHeHbkKnUMu 6ynn, Sk CTeXXnUnm 3a CBOIMMU
CTPUMaHMMMN ecTamu! A BOHa Hi4oro He bosnaca — Hi NAAM Big YOpHMAA Ha
nanbuUaX, Hi po3nawinoro o6anY44, Hi PO3KYMNOBAXKEHOI O BOJIOCCS, Hi
OrosIeHOro KoniHa, konu, byesano, Bnage. 4KoCb HEMNOMITHO, XO4 BOHa Npo Te
30BCiM He abana, NpuUnNLWAO 0 HEei BCe Te, WO TakK BUPI3HAO il MPOTArom



OCTaHHIX ABOX POKIB 3 YCi€l riMmHasii, — BULLIYKaHICTb, OLWATHICTb,
CMPUTHICTb, ACHU BANCK o4en... HixTo Tak He TaHuUloBaB Ha 6anax, ak Ong
MewiepcbKa, HiXTO Tak He biraB Ha KOB3aHaX, K BOHa, Hi 3a KUM Ha banax
He ynagasnm Tak, K 3a Helo, | HOMYCb HIKOro Tak He nobunn MmonoaLwi Knacwu,
K 1I. HenomiTHO cTana BOHa AiBYUHOIO, | AKOCb HEMOMITHO Nil/ia Npo Hel B
rimMmHa3ii Hegobpa, | BXXe Niwan nepecyau, Lo BOHa JIErKOBaXkHa, Lo He
MOXKe XUTK 6e3 3aNnUANbHUKIB, WO B HEi 6&€3TAMHO 3aKOXaHWUN rNMHa3nCT
LLlewHiH, wo Ha4yebTo 1 BOHa NOro KOXae€, asie Taka MiHMBaA Y NOBOOXKEHHI 3
HWUM, L0 BiH HaMarascs 3anofiaTn cobi cmepTb...

B ocTaHHI0 cBOO 3nMy Ona Mewlepcbka 30BCiM 3 ry3ay cnana vyepes
BeCeOoLLi, K MOroBOpPIOBaAM B riMHa3sil. 3uma byna CHi>KHa, COHAYHa,
MOPO3sHa, PaHO Cifano COHLE 3a BUCOKUN AJIMHHUK 3aCHIXKEHOro
riMHa3MYHOro cagy. 3aBXXAu Noroxxke, NpoMeHnNcTe, BOHO 06iusio Ha 3aBTpa
MOPO3 i COHUe, rysigsHHA Ha CobopHin By nui, poXXeBnin Bevip, My3unKy, a Ha
KOB3aHLi B MiCbKOMY caay Becesy opby, cepen skoi Ong Mewepcbka
30aBaslacsa Hanbe3TypObOTHILWIOW, HanWwacAuBIWoo. | OT ogHOro pasy, Ha
BeJINKi NepepBsi, KOJIM BOHA MOB BMXOP HOCKJIACA Mo 3aJy, a NepLokKIacHNL
FaHANMCSA 3@ Helo 1 Bif 3aX0OMNJeHHs BepeLlanu, 1l HeCrnoAiBaHo MoKJanKau
A0 HavanbHUUi. BoHa Bigpa3y X 3ynuHunacs, rnmbokKo 3iTxHyNa, WBUOKUM i
BXX€ 3BUYHUM XIHOYMM pyXOM rnornpasusia BOJOCCH, NiACMUKHY A KYTOYKMN
dapTyxa oo nfaeyen i, cAao4Um o4mma, nobirna Haropy. HavanbHMUS, Wwe
[OCUTb MOJ1I04a, ajie BXXe CUBa XiHKa, CMOKINHO cuAina 3 nieTiHHAM Yy pyKax

3a NUCbMOBUM CTOJIOM, Nif LAapCbKNUM NMOPTPETOM.

— 3apacTtynTte, mademoisellel Mewepcbka, — CKa3aJsia BOHa ro-
dpaHUy3bKK, HE MiABOAAYN O4YeN Big NNETIHHA. — f, Ha XaJb, y>Ke He

BNepLle 3MyLleHa BUKJNKaTK Bac ctogu, wob rosopuTy npo Bally NOBEAIHKY.

— 4 cnyxato, madame2, — Bignosina Mewepcbka, Nigxoasa4m o cTosy,
AVBAYNCH Ha HET ACHUMMW | XXKBaBUMUM O04MMa, ane 6e3 byab-aKoro BMpasy Ha

06114di, | NPUCIBLIM Tak Nerko i rpauio3Ho, K TiIbKKM BOHa 04Ha BMina.

— CnyxaTun B MeHe byneTe HeyBa)kHO, 5, Ha »XaJlb, MepeKoHaHa B

LbOMY, — CKa3aJla HavasbHULSA i, NOTArTHYBLUN HUTKY Ta 3aKPYyTMBLLWN Ha



JlaKoBaHin nignosi knybokK, Ha AKUIN 3 LiKaBiCcTo nogmeunnacsa MewwepcbKa,
nigsena ovi: — 9 He Byay noBToplOBaTN Te came, He Byay roBOpUTU HALTO
[OBro, — CKa3aJla BOHa.

MeuwepcbKin gy>ke nogobascs Len Hanpovys YACTUNA | MPOCTOPUN
KabiHeT, wo Tak gobpe anxas y MOPO3sHi AHI TernomM 6NCKYY0i roslaHKy i
CBIXICTIO KOHBaiN Ha NMCbMOBOMY CTOJi. BoHa nogmemniacsa Ha MO1040r0
Laps, HaMabOBaHOI0 Ha BECb 3PICT cepepn AKOrocb 6NCKY40ro 3asy, Ha
PIBHUI NpoLin y MONO4YHO-DiNIOMY, aKypaTHO 3a4e€CaHOMY BOJIOCCI

HaYaJIbHULL N MOBYKW 4YeKana.

— Bun BXe He fiB4YMHKa, — BbaraTto3Ha4YHO MOBMUJIA HavdalbHNUS, Y FTNNOUNHI

AYLWi MoYMHaym gpaTyBaTUCS.

— Tak, madame, — NpocCTO, Maxe Beceso Bianosina MewepcbKa.

— Ane 1 He XiHKa, — we barato3Ha4yHille MOoBWUIA HaYvYaabHUUA, i 11
MaToBe 061M44Sa TPOXN NOYEPBOHINO. — MepenyciM, — Le X fKa 3a4icka y
Bac? Lle xiHo4a 3ay4icka!

— He mos B TiM npoBuHa, madame, WO B MeHe rapHe BOJI0OCCH, —
BiAnoBiNla MewepcbKa i 1egb TOpKHYlaca obomMa pykaMmm CBOEI rapHO
npnbpaHoi ronosu.

— OH #K, He BawWwa npoBMHa! — ckasasia HavYanbHMUA. — He Bawa
MPOBMHa B TiM, WO Yy BAC Taka 3a4icka i wo B Hin gopori rpebeHi, He Bawa
MPOBUWHA, WO PO30pPsSETE CBOIX DAaTbKiB Ha YepeBMYKN 3a ABaOUATb
kapboBaHuiB! Ane, NoBTOpPIOIO BaM, BM reTb 3abyBa€Te, WO JOCI Wwe

riMHa3nUCTKa...

| TYT MewepcbKa, He BTpayar4dun NpoCcTOTH i CMOKOID, parnToM YEMHO
nepebwuna ii:



— MpobayTe, madame, BM NOMUASETECS: A XKiHKa. | BAHEH Y UbOMY —
3Ha€eTe XTo? Apyr i cycig TaTa, a Baw 6paT, Onekcin Mnxamnnosmny MantoTiH.

Lle Tpanunocss MUHYOro nita B celi...

A Yyepe3 Micaub Nicnsa LWiel po3MOBK KO3a4unm odiuep, HerapHum i Ha
BUrNag nieben, AKUM He MaB HIYOrNiCEHbKO CMiIbHOr0O 3 TUM KOJIOM, [0 AKOro
Hanexxana Ona MewepcbKa, 3acTpenus ii Ha NnaTgopMi BOK3any, cepen
BEJINKOro HAaTOBMNY, AKUN LWONHO NpubyB 3 NOTAroM. | HeMMoBipHe 3i3HaHHA
Oni MewepcbKOl, WO NPUrOJOMLUMNAO HavYalbHULIO, LiIIKOM MiATBEPANNOCS:
odhinep 3as8BMB CyA0BOMY Cligyvomy, wo Mewepcbka 3Babuna noro, byna 3
HUM 611M3bKOIO, 3anpucarnacs, CtaTu NOro APY>XMHOIO, a Ha BOK3ani, Y AeHb
BbMBCTBa, NpoBOAKa4YM NMOro 0o HoBoYyepKacbka, panToM CcKasana, Wo in i
Ha OYMKY HiKOJIM He CMadasio KOXaTu Noro, Wo BCi Ui po3MOBM Npo Wb —
TO TiNIbKW KNWHWK, | fasia NOMY NPOYUTATU TY CTOPIHKY LWLOAEHHWKA, A€

rosopusiocs Nnpo ManioTiHa.

— 4 nepernsaHys Ui pAAKK | Bigpa3sy, Ha nnaTdopmi, fie BOHa rynsana,
YyeKar4u, NoKM s 3aKiH4y YNTaTU, BUCTPINMB Yy Hel, — cka3aBs oinep. — Ocb
TON WOAEHHUK, MOrNISHbTE, Wo 6yN0 HannMcaHo B HbOMY OEeCATOro JINMHSA

MUHYJIOFO POKY.

Y woaeHHMKyY 6y1o HannucaHo Take:

"3apa3s gpyra roavHa Houi. 1 MiLHO 3acHyna, ane Bigpasy X
NpoKMHynacs... Terep A ctana XiHkotw! TaTto, mama i Tonsa, yci Buixann oo
MiCTa, 4 3anuwmnnaca ogHa. f 6yna Takotw Wacameoto, Wo ogHa! A BpaHui
rynsina B caZky, B noni, 6yna B nici, MeHi 34aBanocs, Wo 9 caMiCeHbKa B
yCbOMY CBITi, i 4 AyMana Tak nobpe, Ak Hikonm we B XUTTi. 1 n obigana
ofHa, NOTIM Uiny roanHy rpana, nig My3sunky B MeHe Bysio Take BigvyTTH, LLO
A OKUTUMY 3aBXXAuW | Byay Takow WacanBo, K HixXTo. MNoTiM 3acHyna y TaTa
B KabiHeTi, a 0 YeTBepTiN roanHi MeHe po3byaunna KaTts, ckasana, wo
npuixas Onekcin Mnxannosuy. 4 nomy fyxxe 3pagina, meHi 6yno Tak
NPUEMHO NPUNHATY NOro i po3Ba)kaTu. BiH npuixas Ha napi CBOIX B'ATOK,
AY>Xe KpacuBUX, i BOHU BeCb 4ac cToAnuM Bing raHky; BiH 3anuwmnecs, 60

MLWOB AoL i oMy XOTinocs, Wwob Ao Be4yopa npocoxo. BiH wkoayBsas, WO He



3acTaB TaTa, MaB bagbopuii BUrnag i Tpumas cebe 3i MHOKO KaBasiepom,
BbaraTo )KapTyBaB, Ka)Ky4u, WO AAaBHO 3aKOXaHUN y MeHe. Konun My rynanm
nepepn 4aem y cagky, byna 3HoBy 4apiBHa noroga, coHue Bubanckysaso B
MOKpUX AepeBax, wonpasga, CTasio 30BCiM X0JI0AHO, | BiH BiB MeHe nif pyKy
i roBopuB, WO BiH PaycT i3 MaprapuToto. lomy n'aTaecaT WicTb pokis, ane
BiH LLe Ay>Xe rapHuu i 3aBXan gobpe BAoArHeHUW, NaxHe aHr NiNCbKNM
OLEKOJIOHOM, i 04i 30BCiM MOsI04i, HOPHI, @ bopoaa eneraHTHO po3ainieHa Ha
ABi 0OBri MOIOBUHKN 1 30BCiM CpibHa. 3a YaEM MU CUAINN Ha CKNASAHIN
BepaHAi, 8 Bigvyna, wo Hibn Tpoxn He3ay»Kat i Npuadaria Ha TaxTy, a BiH
nasaue, NOTIM NepeciB 40 MeHe, NOYaB 3HOBY NOBOPUTU AKICb MWUJIi pedi, MoTiM
po3rnafaTuv 1 uinyBaTu MOKO PYKY. A 3aKpuia 06144 LOBKOBOK XYCTKOIO, i
BiH KiflbKa pa3iB nouinyBaB MeHe B rybu yepes xyCTKy... 1 HE pO3yMilo, AK ue
MOr10 TpannTucs, a1 36o)KeBosina, g Hikoam He gymMana, wo 1 Taka! Tenep
MeHi O4WH BuXig... 1 Big4yBato 00 HbOro TaKy Bigpasy, WO HE MOXY

nepexxuTtn uboro!..

MicTO 3a Ui KBITHEBI AHI CTaN0 YNCTUM, CyXuM, BpyKiBKa B HbOMY
noceiTNiWana, i N0 Hin nerko i NnpmemHo 6yno ntn. LWoHegini, nicnga obigHi,
CobopHoto Bynmueto, WO BeAe A0 BUI3QY 3 MiCTa, NPOCTYE MajieHbKa »XIiHO4YKa
B XKas106i, B YOPHMX JTaNKOBUX PYKaBU4YKax, TPMMal4m NapacosibKy 3
4yopHOro gepesa. BoHa nepexoauTb No woce bpyoHnn mangaH, ge barato
3aKOM4YeHNX Ky3eHb, a 3 NoJaa AMe BiTepeLb; Aasli, MiXK YON0BI4YUM
MOHacTUpeM i ocTporoM, 6initoTb XMapu Ha Hebocxuni i Cipie BeCcHAHe none,
a NnoTiM, Koin obepe)xHO nepengeLl NOMiIXK KasltoXxaMu nig CTiHOW
MOHACTUPSA | NOBepHeL NiBoOpyY, TO NobaynLl BENMKUA HN3bKUW cag,
obHeceHun 6inoo oropoXketo, Haa BOPOTaMu AKOI HaMasiboBaHa boxxa MaTip.
ManeHbKa XiHO4YKa ApPibHO XPeCTUTbLCA | 3BUYHO e roJSIOBHOIO aJle€Elo.
HinwoBLwn A0 naBw, WO HaBnpoTn Ayb6oBOro xpecrta, BOHa CMANTb Ha BIiTPi 1
Ha BECHAHOMY XOJI0A4i rOAVHY, OPYrY, OOKU 30BCiM HEe 3MepP3HYThb Il HOrM B
JNIerkux YyepeBunKax i pyka y By3bKin nanui. Cnyxaro4m BeCHAHUX NMTaxis, Wo
COJIOAKO CMniBalOTbh HaBITb Yy X010, CyxXalo4n A3BiH BITPY B NOpLENSTHOBOMY
BiHKY, BOHa AyMa€ iHoAi, wo Bigaana 6 niBxuTtTa, abmn He Byno nepen ii
0O4YMMa LbOro MepTBOro BiHKa. Llen BiHOK, uen narop6b, aybosmn xpect! Xiba
MO>XHa YSABUTU, WO Nig HAM Ta, 4Mi O4i Tak 6€3CMepTHO CAKTb 3 LbOro

OMNYyKJI0ro NopLUenssHOBOro MefasibMoHa Ha XPecTi, i AK CNOYHYUTU 3 LM



YUCTUM MNOrNSALOM Te XKaxJmBe, WO NoeEaHAHOo Tenep 3 iM'am Oni
Meuwepcbkoi? Ane B rnnbuHi ayLwi ManeHbKa XiHKa wacnmea, AK yci
NPUCTPaCHO BigaaHi AKiNCb Mpil Noau.

XiHKa ua — kKnacHa gama Oni MewepcbKoi, HeMosioga AiB4MHa, KoTpa
AaBHO XMBE AKOKCb BUragKoo, WO 3aMiHIOE 11 CNpaBXHE XNTTA. lNepLioto
Tako BuUragkoto 6ys ii 6paT, 6iAHNI | HIYMM HE NPUMITHUIA NPanNoOpPLUNK, —
BOHa MO€EAHaNa BCIO CBOIO AYLIY 3 HUM, 3 NOro ManbyTHIM, Ke YOMYCb
yaBnanaocs in yyposum. Konum noro sbunm nig MykaeHom, BoHa
nepekoHyBaa cebe, Wo npautoe 3aanq inei. A cmepTb Oni MewepcbKoi
nosoHMNa 1i HOBOK Mpieto. Tenep Onda Mewepcbka — npegMmeT i
HEeBIACTYMHUX OYM i MOYYyTTiB. BOoHa X04UTb Ha 1l MOTMJ1ly KOXKHOI0O CBATA,
rooMHamm He BiABOOUTbL 04en 3 oyboBOro xpecTa, 3ragye 6nige nuyko Oni
MeLiepCbKOol y TPYHI, cepen KBIiTiB — i Te, WO AKOCb nigcayxasa: ogHOro
pa3y, Ha BeNMKIiN nepepsi, rynsatw4m no rimHasnyHomy cany, Onsa Mewepcbka
LWBNOKO, LUBUAKO roBOpMa CBOIN HaMKpaLliv nogapysi, MOBHIN, BUCOKIN

Cy6oTiHin:

— 51 B O4HIN TaTOBIN KHU3i, — Y HbOro 6araTto CTapOBUHHUX CMIiLLHUX
KHWUI, — npo4uTana, SKo Ma€ byTu XiHo4a Bpoda. Tam, po3yMieLl, CTiNIbKN
HaroBOPEHO, L0 YCbOro N He 3anam'aTa€ELl: Hy, 3BICHO, YOPHABOIO, 3 04MMa, B
AKUX KUMUTb CMONa, — In-60ry, Tak i HaNMCcaHo: B AKUX KUMUTb cMona! —
YOPHI, AK HiY, Bil, pyM'saHeLlb, WO HI)XHO BUrpa€, TOHKNIM CTaH, OOBLUI, HiX
3BUYANHO, PYKN, — PO3YMI€ELL, AOBLUI, HiXK 3BMYaMHO! — MasieHbKa HiXXKa,
NOMIPHO BeJINKI Fpyaun, NPaBuUIbHO 3aKpyrjeHa nTKa, KoJliHa KOJIbopy
yepenaliku, noxuni naedi, — a 6arato 4oro Manmxe Hanam'saTb 3aB4una, 6a
BCe Lie TaK NpaBuJIbHO HanncaHo! — ane 4u 3Ha€ewWw Tu, WO HAWroNIoBHiWe? —
nerkmm noanx! A B MeHe X BiH €, — TW MOCJIyXal-Ho, K g 3iTXal, — agxe

cnpasgi €7

Tenep uen nerknm Nognx 3HOBY PO3BIABCA Y CBIiTi, Y LLbOMY XMapHOMY
Hebi, y LbOMY X0JIO4HOMY BECHSAHOMY BITpI.

(1916)



1 mademoiselle — giBuus, naHsaHKa (dp.).

2 madame — naHi (gpp.).



