BoHM cnainn B caMoOMy TEMHOMY KYTOYKY BaroHa, NpuKpuTi 3Bepxy
CMyLWLeHO0 MosnLELD, | CBITNO NiXxTaps, wo 6ys yropi Hag HUMKU, HE O0CArano
IX. IX nocTaTi nease BUPi3yBasMCb”™ TbMAHO OCBIT/IEHI APYrUM NiXTapem, Lo
BUCiB Y KiHLi BaroHa Hag NpPOTUNEXHNUMU ABEpPMMaA, iX 061M44a 30aBancCh

Malm»Xe TakK CaMO TEMHUMMU, AK | O4iXK.

BoHa pupgana ripko i [osro. BiH He Mir 3acnokoiTu Ti.

CUTUN KOHOYKTOP YaCTEeHbKO NPOXOAMB NMOB3 HUX i LiJIMB Ha X 3e/eHy,
MUITALLY NASMKY CBOrO JliXxTaps, NpUrnagatnymcb NUAbHO 0 X 06anydiB y
TeMpP4Bi, 3 PO34YyJIEHOK N Pa3OM CKPUTOI YCMILLKOIO, 3 KO AUBAATLCS Ha
3aKoxaHux. KOHOYKTOpPOBI 34aBaioCh, WO IX Nerko 3po3yMmitu. "Mwunii He
CBapsATbCA, TiibkK BaBNATbCA",— AyMaB BiH Npo cebe i Nnpoxoamns Yyepes

BaroH, MUJbHYOYX TX, YeKauM KiHLUA KOMeLil KOXaHHS.

TinbKW... TyT ByNno He Te, He Te... 30BCiM He Te. BoHa nnakana He yepes
HbOro M He 3a HUM. BOHa nsiakana 3a CBOIM NMOMepJ/INM YOJI0BIKOM. A C/1bO3U
KOTUAUCHL NO it 0621440 MUMOXiTb, Be3nepecTanky. Mnedi TpemTinn. yx

3axorstoBano. XycTka 6ysna Mokpa o Chis.

— Lle A cborogHi Tak,— CKa3aJla BOHa HapeLwTi Kpi3b C/1bO3U COPOMJIMBO,
— a TO 9 piaKo Koam nnavy... CeorogHi 1 6yna taMm,— MiXK SIMHKaMU B
Banpadui... Ha BepcCi 0CBiTNEHI pOXKEBUM BEYiPHIM COHEYKOM SNIMHKN... KOXXHa
roJika Bropi 30s10Ta, a A0Jli BOHN Te€MHIi, TEMHIi, a>X YOpPHi... TaM M KOJINCb
cnainn... 9k BiH nobus ix, Ak nobus ye micue! BiH bys... Tak, 6ys, bys, 6yB,
byB!..— NoBTOpua BOHa KiflbKa pa3iB 04HOMaHITHO, 3arsiakana e ayxye,
3HECUJIIIYMCL 04 CNi3, | obinepaacb HECBIAOMO CBOEID MOKPOIO LLLOKOKO Ha
NOro CXMEeHy LWOKY. if rapsaYdi C/1b03KW nonasn NoOMy B OKO, 1 BiH caMm
3anJjlakas, aJsie He 03MBaBCH, TiJIbKM MOBYaB, CJIyXaB i He 3aBakas i

ninakaTtu.

— fAK ue Morsio ctatTucb? Ak ue Moxxe 6yTn? A BCe 4Yekato Ha Hboro. Ak
ue Mmoxxe 6yTn? — nuTasacb BOHa B po3navi, 3 HYAbIrow, i NpocTArana pyky,



LYKa4M NOro pykn. BiH ogpasy He 3p0o3yMiB 1i i TiJibKK 3ro4om rnogas in
CBOIO pyKYy BoHa 3nereHbka cTUCHYNa 11 i 3apa3 Xe nyctusia Cama X
oaxunannack Habik, BUNpOCTyBanach i BTUXJa, ANBAAYNCH B/yKato4YMM OKOM Yy
MPOCTOPiHb. Yepe3 XBUJIMHY BOHA nepecTasia naakaTun, Haye 3Hanwna B cobi

SIKYCb CUJY, KYCb 3MOTY YMILHUTWCS, TepniTu, MOBYaTU, KOPUTUCH..

— Tak, He3abyTHIRn, 6igHW apy>xe, [oporninn Min Toapuwy!.. 1 Tex He
MOXY LLiIJIKOM 3p03yMiTHn, K Le MOrio ctatucb?! 4k, 4yepes wo noro Hemae
Binbwe 3 HaMmn?.. He MOXXy MOBIPUTN Ta N HIXTO HE NMe LbOMY Bipu,—

MPOMOBUB BiH i BaXKKO 3iTXHYB.

B U0 XBUINHY y4ynack 3 CyCiAHbOro Kyrne nicHs nigBu-nnBLIOro
peMiCHuKa:

Korga s 6bi-bl-bls1 cBO6OAHBIN MaJlb4UK, POBECHUK 10-Y-YHbIM fe-e-
epcBaM.

BoHa 34purHynace Uinnm TisioM, K gepesLue, koTpe py 6atoTb, | 9KINBO
3allernoTina:

— On, ckinbkun cnorapgis! Yce, yce Haragye noro.. Ckpisb, BCloau BiH!..
BiH... Min mnnun! — OCTaHHE CNIOBO BOHA BMMOBWJ1a 3 Baro COpoMy, ane 3
BEJZINKOK HiXKHICTI0.— OCb i ue Tex!.. BiH MaB KOMiYHNI XUCT; BiH yMiB

nepenpa>KHoBaTW BCiX i 3HaB 6araTo LUMX AYPHUX Ta XapaKTEpPHUX NiCeHb.

Konu BOHa panToM 3apurHynacs, BiH 0bropHysB ii nae4i ogHO pyKoto
noBepx 3L0POBOI Ternsol XyCTKMW, B Ky BOHa YKyTyBanachb.

BoHa we pa3 3ansakana, Ta XyTKO nepecTana. lNMoTiMm rnsaHyna Ha
OiBYMHY, LLIO HANPOTW CNaJsia Ha saBi, | 3HEeHaLbKa CraslaxHyna B Hel AyMKa:
"Akbn Tas He cnana, BiH He 0bHAB 6 MeHe* akbu Taa He cnana, 9 He

nossonuna 6... Ta Hi, YoMy x?"



BoHa cupaina Tuxo, nigTpMMyBaHa NOro pykKot, SKOCb CKOPYMBLUUCH i
NPUTYNMBLUNCE, MMNMOOKO 3iTXar4uun Ta 3ragytoym Npo CBOro 4oOpororo
Hebi>x4nka, npo noro ntoboB A0 Hel:

"Akni BiH 6yB HiXKHMI!.. K BiH KOXaB!.. BiflbL HIXTO HE MOXe TakK

KOXaTWu... 1 Xo4y CKa3aTb... MEHE KOXaTu TakK. . Hi, Hi! HixTo! Hikonn!"

"Hi, Mmos Tn pigHeceHbKa, MoXe, MmoxXe!" — nogymas BiH, NoAyMaB

Tinbkn, 60 He BUCNoBMB BK LMX CNiB HaBITb Nepen CTPaxoM CMepTi..

in xoTinocb Tenep 6e3kpaHbO rOBOPUTK NPO "HbOro0", FOBOPUTU MPO
Noro Kpacy, npo noro ntobos, Npo CBOE rope npo ix nbos, NPo WO BOHA
paHiw He 6anakana Hi 3 04HO XNBOK Aywieto. CopoM po3TaBs, AK CHIr, |
BOHa roBopuaa, roBopuia, ropopuna...

A BiH BrepLue 4yB, K BOHa BMCJIOBJIIOBaNlaCb, 1K BOHa obHa)kana CBOtO
ayuwy Mepwe BiH 6a4mB il ropao0, X0N04 HOLO, BiAJ1l0OAHOI0, HACMILLKYBaTOlo,
Tenep XanibHoto.

— BiH 6yB Takmn nobuin, Taknm HiXKHUA, a 9 Taka X0N04Ha, YaCcOM 30BCiM
Ha4ve 3 MmapMypy. Ere, a 6yna Taka »xopcToka!.. 4 HaBiib Hi pa3y He cka3ana
NOMY 3a BCe XUTTA Hawe, akKnn BiH 6yB KpaceHb! — ®apba cTuay 3anunaii

obnnyyg.

— | noTiMm... 4... Bn 3HaeTe? { He ntobnto KoxaHHA... 1 xo4y... 9 xoTina
NPUA3HI, @ CKOINOCb iHakwe!.. Mn 6ynn i3 HUM, 9K 3 BaMu, NpuaTensamun... A

3HEeHalbKa — KOXaHHA... 1 He 3Hato... Lle meHe obparxaro...

BoHa xoTina BM3BOMNTUCL 04 1MOro obinmie, Ta He 3HaNa, 9K Le 3pobuTtn,
wo6b He obpa3uTn noro.

KOoHOYKTOp 3HOBY MPOWLLOB NOB3 HUX 3 JliXTapeM i 3HOBY NOAUBUBCSA Ha
HUX, Ha4Yyeb yce BXe 3po3ymMiB. Koan BiH LWe3, BOHa NpoMoBua:



— Bu 3Ha€Te, BiH WOCb HErapHe Npo Hac raga€. 3a KOro BiH HAC Mae€?

— ABXXeX 3Hato! — BigMoBiB BiH CMNOKINHO.

— Ta v wo x?

— Ta ” HiYoro! — cka3aB BiH LUe CNoKiNHile.

— Ypa3nmBo ue,— NpomMoBWJIa BOHA, 3APUITHYBLUW NJie4nma,— BiH Xe
AYMaE LOCb 30BCiM iHWe, BiH XXe AyMaE, Wo... TEE/LLO MiXK HaMW... | BCi Tak
AymatoTb!.. Lle 30BCiM HeMOXXnBa piy!

— Hy, i Hexan! A BOHO BCe XX Takun €,— CKa3aB BiH CTuxa, N060>XHO,
nodibHo, SK Bipylodi roBOPATb MOMINTBU, @ AaJli 4OAaB Nanko: — A BU
rOBOPiTb, FOBOPITb, FOBOPITH iLLe!

Tak, ue 6byno moxxnmeo. Ta Tinbkn TyT! BHoui, y BaroHi, 6e3 niogen, 6e3
FPYHTY CTOAYOro, Haye B KeJINXy TPeMTA40l BeJINYEe3HOI KBiTKU, Lo

3axuLana ix CBOIMU nesitoCTKamMum, CBOIM 3anaxoM of YCiX, o4 yCbOro.

BoHa BM3BoMIacb 0b6epexxHo 3-Nig Moro pyku, BCcTasna i nputyamnacsb Ao
XO0JI0QHOr0 3anoTiforo ckna...

MNMo4ynHano ceiTaTn. bnigi 3ipkn racnm Ha 6nigomy Hebi, 3ipka 3a 3ipKolo.
MON0YHI TyMaHn BCTaBaau, NpUnMato4m obpncnm XmMepHux, nerknx
nocTaTew, WoY neTinm B 60XXKeBiIbHOMY, pafiCHOMY TaHUIO, eBe ToOpKak4un
HDKHUMUW cTOMaMu 3emMJo... Mano-nomMmany ix WaTm CTaan POXXEBUMUN O
pPaHiLLHbOI 30pi, @ BOHW BCe NPOCTYyBaJIN Ta HECJIUCb Yropy B HECKIHYEHHOMY
TaHui... Hyabra nopoaxxye pagictb. C/ib03m NOPOOXKYIOTb YCMiXK. Tak
TYMaHW Nopoannan Ui neTrodi Mpil.

— OpgHa4e BaM nopa n cnatun! — ckasana BoHa, obepTaroymcb 00 HLOrO,

3 IereHbKNM YCMiXOM.



— 5 He xo4y cnaTwu,— pAkKa3aB BiH.— A BU? | Kpalle 30BCiM He Bynemo
cnaTwn ui€ei HoYi, 60 WKoda cnaTu. Y He NpaBAaa, Min gpy>xe? — BiH nackaso

YCMIiXHYBCS.

— Ere x!.. Tinbkun A X04y BCE X Taku NArTn, Ta n Bu narnm 6.

BoHa no4ana naroanTtun cobi NOCTiNb Ha BepxHin nasi. Konu BiH XOTiB

A0MoOMOrTKn 11 BNi3TWU, BOHa panToM ogBesia Noro:

— Hi, Hi! Hawo ue? 1 x He 6byay Bam gonomaraTtu, 9 gobpe 1 cama

MO>XY,— i BOHa JIerko CKo4unja HaBepx.

BiH Te)xx yMOCTMBCA NOHaA AiBYNHOIO, WO Crasia BHU3Y [JOBro BOHU
nexanum MoBYkKU. BoHn nexxanu nopyd, sk Tpi-cTaH i I3onbaa. Tinbku He 6yno

Me4ya MK HUMK !; He Byno n ntoboBi MiXK HUMM...

BiH 6yB 6e3MipHO wacauemm, wacnmeunin, 60 nepexxmeas iy, SKOI
MiIbMOHN HE MOXKYTb MNEPEXUTHN, HiY YNCTY, HiY cBATY. BiH 6yB wacnueunn,
O AiNVB i3 Heto i rope, Wo BOHa AoBipuaacbk nomy, K apyry, Sk 6bpaTy. BiH
O6yB WacaMBMn, WO BNepLue BiH He Ba4ymnB XiHKW B Ui XiHUi: BiH il HE KOXaB,
a npoTe oguypaBcs 6 pagn Hei, paaun L€l NPUA3HI 04 yCbOro: of Cim'i, o4
AiTen, KoTpux BiH Nobus binblue, 9k XuTTSa; ogpikca 6 i niwos 6u Ha Kpaw

CBiTa, Ha cMepTb... BiH 6yB wacnmeun, wo 6ys n0ANHOLO..

il XK yrnepLue B L0 Hi4 MOKUHYa AyMKa Npo camorybcTBo, Npo CMepTb, i
xoTinocs in go 6onto, WoO6 TON, LOPOrUNM i Hy4OBUN, KOTPOrO HEMA BXXE 3 HELO
Ha 3eMJi, Mir 6aunTKn ii i ix gpyra n paaiti 3a Hei, 60 BOHa 3Hanwna aAng
cebe NOpo3yMiHHA...

Akbun Tpeba 6yno BUCIOBUTHK iX MOYYTTS, BOHa 6 He 3Hanwna cni, 60
HeMae€ CNiB NIereHbKuX, AK TiHb, MPYOKUX, AK CBIiTN0, FrapHUX, K 30pi,— 414
NOYYTTS NAaCKK, NOYYTTA NPaBAK, MOYYTTH BOJI, WO Yepe3 Kpanl HanoBHANMN

IX OyLwi W€l Houi...



J1OBro ne)kasam BOHWM TakK i3 3arJiloWweHMM o4mMma. i 34aBanocChb, WO BiH
3aCcHyB. BoHa TXeHbKO 3CyHYylacb O0J1i, HaNHYyaCb TEMNJ0 XYCTKOIO i
nonpocTyBaia A0 ABepen Hanpaso. BiH XyTKO NiaBiBCcA i NPOMOBUB:

— He xogiTb y TOM BGiK!

BoHa MOB4YKM NoBepHyack i niwna nisopyy. Konm BoOHa BepHysach Ha
CBOE MicLe, BiH, 30aBaJ1oCb, CMas.

TinbKn K e 1i 3BopyLunao ue apibHe niknyBaHHA Npo Heil.. XTO 3Hag,
4yoro BiH 60ABCA: 4/ TOro N'sHOro B CyCiAHbOMY BaroHi, 4n 6pyay Toro micus.
TinbKKn BiH Yorocb 6058BCS 3a Hei | BUABASAB CBOKO TypbOTY Tak NpocTo, Tak

"TBepe30" i pa3oM TaK HaiBHO, LLLO BOHa YCMiXHYyJlacb caMa [0 cebe.

BoHa narna i 3HOBY 3aKpwuia 0di, asfie 3aCHYTU He Morna. Akicb 6ncKyi
SICKW Cifi/in B MOBITPi Nepen 1l o4MMa. Yce noJsie 3aCHyBasioCb YHEPBOHUM
30/10TOM, @ CUHI KBITKW MoYann HOCUTUCHL Yropy i BHN3. HakiHelb, BUaABMIach
Ha IX T/i rosiiBKa ManeHbKOl AiBYNHKW, OOYKM TOrO HYOJI0BiKa, LLO JIeXaBs
nopyY i3 Het, AIBYNHKU 3 MUJIUMUN CUHIMU O4eHATaMU, 3 HaNiBOAKPUTUMU
POXXEBNMU YCTOHbKaAMMN Ta ABOMa rapHEHbKNUMU TYro 3anjeTeHUMN KickaMmu
Ha nJeyvax. I Nnpuraganacb HecnoAiBaHa n Yyna AuTuHsAYa nobos 0 Hei
caMol, Hi4YmM 3 il BOKY He BUK/IMKaHa, Xiba TUM Tinbku, WO BoHa byna oo4ka

cBoro baTbKa...

— Hi, B Takn He cnuTe? — panTtoM ob6i3BaBCA BiH A0 Hel.— f no4vyBato
ue...

BoHa, 3amicTb o4noBiAi, Nnovana neknaMmysaTn, BCe HE PO3TYJIAIOYU OYeN:

3HN3Y 30pATb KBITKN, 3ropu 3ipKu MUrTATb, YUCTi MpPIil MOT 30/10Ti
LBnako, wenaoko netaTb OO KBITOK 40 3ipoK, 3HM3Y Bropy W Hasnakm — Of
3ipOK 00 KBITOK...

LLlo ue? — BiH 3BiBCA Ha NiKTi i cayxaB, K 3a4apoBaHnin. ™



Lle Mo€e! — cka3asia BOHa.— A 3HaE€Te, WO A CKAagana Bipwi TisIbKK pasy
CBOMY XWUTTIO, B Ty o0y, Konn mu 6ynu, 3apy4deHi... Hi paHiwe, Hi ni3Hiwe... |
Tenep He PO3yMit0 N HE MOXY PO3YMITW... Hi O4HOro Bipwa. Y He 4yyaHo ce?

Ere x!..

A ocCb we:

MoTar . B BUpit NOpnHaHHSA.. XMapu AuMoBi.-loTar 3anBe npurnsagaHHA..

NMacma naposi

MoTar., oH ge obpuc mmnoro nnuyd.. On uikaeicTb HegopeyHa! On BU Mpii,
Mpii,— 6e3 kinusa! ®nep Ha Hin. B o4ax xypba cepaewHa. BnagHo, nonsa mano
wacTa in gana.. | cMieTbCcs nopyy AiB4MHKA Mana.. V XKOBTO-CUHAA BaroHiB
yepepna..

3HOB 4ynoBui obpas KpacHU..

XTO, Kyan? Tekydi AyMKU, K BoOa

Tw 3BigKiNb, Min AHroN ACHUN?

Mopy4d rapHUNn, 3 YOPHUM BYCOM MOJIOOUN..

| 6AMWNTL Ha NanbUi NepcTeHb wnbosnn

BiH OMBMBCA Ha Hei i He 3HaB, Y/ rapHa BoHa byna, 4un Hi, TinbkKn

3[aBaJslaCb BOHa MOMY Ha43BMYANHOIO.

— Ere X, nepcteHb! — nosTopwsa BOHa," 3a4yMJIMBO ANBNAYUCH Ha
CBOIO PYKY, Ha KOTpin 6ynn aBa wWntobHMX NepCHi — Ha APYroMy N Ha
yeTBepTOMY Masbli.— A 3Ha€ETe, K e NepCTeHb NepenLlos o MeHe?



Po3kaxiTb! {1 B)XXe faBHO NPUKMETUB, L0 BiH Y BacC, TiJIbKN K XKe BiH
AicTaBcsa BaM? BiH ke noBuHeH 6yTu i @ HAATO BENUKUIA ANns Bac...
Po3kaxiTb, po3kaxiTb! — BiH LUCMISIBCS, YN, NaKr He 3aCMisABCH, TiJIbKU 11

Y4YYBCS CMiX i... UbOro 6yn0 AOCUTb OJ15 Hei...

— Y noro 6yna ay>xe MasieHbKa pyKa,— Cyx0 ofKa3aJsia nona, rasHyBsLINn
Ha NOro Npe3fopoBy PYKY, i 3aMOBKa.

BiH He HacMinMBCA HanocigaTUCh.

3rooM BiH 3aCHYB, BTOMJIEHUI i pagicHUN. BoHa He cnana Ao KiHuA.

BpaHui BOHM Npuixann A0 o4HOI i3 CTaHUi | po3cTanncb. BoHa noBmHHa
6yna ixaTn gani,— BiH MyCUB 3aMWINTUCb. KoNn HacTasa roamHa
pO3CTaBaHHS, BOHa WBMAKo 3abirana no naaTtdopmi, xanaymncsb 3a rpyam
PYKOI, BaXXKO OUXaro4u:

— On, ue cepue, BOHO Tenep 4acTo My4YUTb MeHe 3 TUX Nip, AK...— BOHAa
He AoKa3asia i, panToM NOBEPHYBLINCH, NPOCTArja NOMy pPyKy:

— lMpowasanTe! Cnacunobi!

BiH npunae ycTamu 00 Il pykKu 1 He XOTiB o4puBaTUCL. BOHa nereHbKo

NPUTOPKHYNACb 00 MOro 4Yona rybamm, TpeMTSa4YN K MeTESUK.

— [o3BosbTE MeHi nouislyBaTK Bac,— CKa3aBs BiH i mouinyBas ii B rybu
HI>KHO N JIAKJINBO.

BoHa cTosina, gk cTaTys 3 MapMypy, XosiogHa N Hepyxoma, i, MiLlHO
CTY/IMBLUWM CBOi BYCTa, MPUNHSAIA TOn nouinyHok, 60 BoHa 6yna neBHa B
HbOMY, BOHa BipuJjla B HbOrr 0, Bipusa B NPpUA3Hb. 3ro40M BOHA BOPYXHYNaCh |
no4asna NTWU A0 BaroHa, He ornsgatyumch. Todi BiH nobir 3a Heto, 0OHAB 1T 1
nouinyesas Lie pa3 rapa4ynmum, Borkumm rybammn. BoHa 3gpurHynace,

BIiAXUTHYJ1ACA N KUHYJ1AaCb NPOXXOroM [0 BaroHa. BCKOYMBLUM Ha NOMICT,



BOHa, CYyJOPOXXHO Ta HEMPUTOMHO BYEMNMBLUUCH 3a 3ai3Hi MOPYYHI pyKamum,
cTosasa, AUBASAYNUCH NONYMYTHUM MOraa40M y NPOCTOPiHb, He Bavaun, wo 1i
npuaTenb LWBMAKO NLWOB YCJif 3a NOTAroM, Wo oaxXo4mMB o4 CTaHLUil, NLWOB i
MaxaB be3nepecTaHKy KanestoxoM y BUCOKO NiaBeaeHIn pyLi.



