Ha Benmkomy npebaratoMy xyTopi XunB Cobi Mpo)xnBaB CTapui
KO3aLbKWI MNOJIKOBHUK, Ha Ha3BUCbKO LLpy6. Ta n 6ynm B HLOro TpU CUHK:
NBa — K OpJin, TPeTin, MONOAEHbKUN,— SIK COKiJl. By in BOHM BCi KO3aKu-
nvuapi, Ta TinbKn Manu pisHy saady. MNepuwi asa 6ynu nuwHi Ta ropai,
nobunnn TinbKn BOKOBATWU, Ha JIOBW I34NAN Ta WYKaAn pisHUX npurog. A
HanMmonoawmn — Irop — BinbLie nbme rocnogapcTeo, cniis cobi Bagoma,
noBuB y piyui puby, caaue aepesa, PO3MHOXXYBaB y Cafly 4yAoBi KBiTK. Ta we
W 3HaMeHUTO rpaB Ha TopbaHi[21]. Tak chaBHO rpas-Npurpasas, Wo, fK,
BbyBano, 3arpa€ Ta 3acniBa€, TO HaBiTb MTAalWKW B CaAy BCi MPUHULWKHYTb, OYyX
3aTatoThb, Wob 6yno ninwe 4yTn IropeBy My3uky. baraTo HaBiTb i3
CyCiaHbOro nicy npunitano, wob cobi 6ogam Tpoxm nocayxatn Ta NOBYNTUCH.

A Irop HanyacTiwe cinaB rpaTu nNig ctapoto s6bnayHeto, wo 6yna Benuka,
PO3/1I0XKMUCTa N Taka rapHa, MOB MaJibOBaHa. XTO Il TaM rnocaguse, KoJau Te
CTaNI0Cb,— HiXTO TOro He 3HaB. Afle TaKOX HiXTO He NaM’saTas, Wwob Ta

A6NyHA KONMCb 3auBina Ta gana 6oganm ogHO A61y4Ko Ha cnpoby.

Bci iHWi nepesa B cagy 6ynn poatodi, ogHa TiflbKK ouUs KpacHa A6nyHS
HIKONIM | OOHIEIO KBITOYKOIO HE 3aKBiTHasNacs. | ay>xe ue gpaTtyBasio CTaporo
NnosIKkoBHMKA. OTOX 04HOro pa3sy, AK ryass BiH 3i CBOIMW CUHaMWU-MOJI0ALSAMN

Mo capdy, Npoxonsa4ym NoB3 U0 HennigHy abnyHIo, CKa3as:

— HaBiwo HaM oue Hik4eMHe aepeBo? AX OUBUTUCHE Ha Hel NPUKpo. Xan
3aBTpa il caaiBHUK 3pybae, wob aii 6inbwe He 6aymB. A WOCb MYTHE Xan
nocagunTb Ha i Micue!

— [o3BOIbTE, ACHUX NaHe MOJIKOBHUKY, CBOE CJZIOBO OOKNHYTWN.

— Hy, roBopu,— Ka»xe MoJIKOBHUK.

Mignepcsa cagiBHUK MOTUKOIO N OMNOBIAAE:



— Wonpaspa, fapMa, WO 5 BXe CiM AeCATKIB NiT Mato, a HIKONN He
6a4mB, Wob ua AbnyHs 3auBina. A oT)Xe, MOl MOKiNHI TaTO MeHi, K ByB A LWe
MasMM X10MN'ATKOM, roBopuau, wo abnyHsa ua — Heabuska, 60 )X BOHa He pa3
Ha piK, ane KoXHoi boxkoi Ho4i uBiTe! HaBiTb Ka3anun HebiXXK4YnK TaTyCb, WO
He Nnuwe uUBiTe, asie XX Taku Ha Hin i a6nyka BupocTaloTb. Ta HE NPOCTi, a
30/10Ti. Y To NnpaBaa,— A He 3Hato, 60 BHOYI B cCafy HiKONM He X04uB, Ta

TiNbKW TaTO NOKiNHUA He Takui 6yB 4onoBIK, Wo6 6bpexaTn. Ocb WoO!

— XM... — NPOMOBMB MNOJIKOBHUK. lMiAKPYyTUB AOBroro Byca un uwe pas

CKasaB: — XM-XM... OT Tak wTyKa! Yu npasga, xsaonui?

— lMpaBpa,— roBopsATb CMHU,— L, TaTy, WTykKa! He BeniTb, TaTy, Ii
pybaTun, a 03BOSIbTE HAM NOMUJIbHYBaTU: MOXe, Te BCe npasga... LlikaBo x

NOKYLUTYBaTK 30J10TUX A01YYOK.

— UikaBo!.. XM,— Bigka3ye cTapumn 6aTbKo,— HaBiTb AyXe uikaBo! MeHi

BXXe 3-nig ByCa aX CJINHKa Te4ye.

Ta 1 3BeNiB BiH CTapLwOMYy CMHOBI, KO3akoBi THaToBI, W06 Len Ha HiY y
cagy MWNBCA Ta N Ha KBIT 96ayHi noamneBmuecs. A 9k byayTb 96nyyka, To wob

i A6/1y4OK 30/10TUX HapBaB Ta NPUHIC 6aTbKOBI NOKYLLUTYBaTW.

MHaT NOKNMKaB CBOIX TOBapPULLIB-KO3aKiB, MOHACTENA/IN BOHN Nifg,
A6NyHe KNAUMIB | pafeH, MOHaHOCUIN BUHA, Mefy N YCAKMX JTacoLLiB,
po3Benn BenmnyesHe baratTta — 1 gyxxe Becesio 6aBunmnce. Tak i He BYYIUCb
BOHW, GK i NiBHIY Habnu3unace. MMNAaHyM Ha 96N1yHI0O — a)K ANBO AMUBHEE: BCE
[epeB0 BKPUIJIOCb BEJIMKUMUN POXXEBUMU KBiTaMU, CTasI0 Take rapHe, K
HapeyeHa nig BiHUEM. 3a KOPOTKMIM Yac noYas KBIiT obcnmnaTucb, a HATOMICTb
nokKa3anucb i 30010Ti Abnyyka. HanmeaoTbca a6ny4yka, pocTyTb, 6inblialoThb...

HaT i BCi NOro ToBapuULLi-KO3aKN 3iCKOYMIIN Ha PIiBHI HOMWM 1 KNHYJIUCb 0,0
A6nyHi, wo6 3ipBaTn AMBHI NaoAnN. AX 4Orocb nNig HAMK 3eMs 3aTo4MIach,
noayB TakuUM BMXOP, LLLO XXOLEH CTOATU He Mir, TaK yCi 1 nonaganan Ha

3eMJ110. A Ha abnyHI0 HaneTisla TeMHa XMapa, 3a XBWJIbKY BMnaJa BiATislb



CTpallHa 3/1MBa, WO BCe KO3aLTBO Monig KUaMMm nosasasnio n cCuaisnio tTam
MOBYKW; @) Hapa3s yce 3aTuxno. Buniz Tomi 3-nig knnuma FHaT, BUNI3An 1
NOro ToBapuLi, [OBro MOKpe rasy3ss po3nasioBasn, a aK po3ropisocs
baratTa,— 6advaTb BOHU: 3HOBY A61yHSA Taka caMiCiHbKa, K rnepepn niBHiY4to0

Bbyna, n HeEMa Ha Hin XxoaHoro abay4ka. MoniciHbka!

BpaHui ctaB cyMHUM MHaT nepes NOJIKOBHUKOM.

— Tak,— roBopuTb,— i OT TaK... XXanb i gocaga!

Ta He Byno paaw.

MaxHyB NOJIKOBHUK PYKOIO, 06Tep O0Bri Byca Ta 1 3BeNiB 4PpYroMy CUHOBI
NTW Ha HiY AbnyHio cTepertu. Apyrun 6pat — KiHgpaT — He 6paB i3 coboto
TOBapMLWIB, @ NOKJIMKAB CafiBHUKA Ta iHWWX Jo4en nocnonntunx[22].
Mocagume iX TiICHUM KOJIOM LOBKpYru 961yHi, cam CiB Nig AepesoMm, 1 novanu
BOHU MOBYKN YeKaTu. Hekanun, 4ekanun, Conam n gpiMananm — axk y>xe 1 nisHiy.
| 3HOBY BCA 61yHSA pOXKEBUM KBITOM PSACHO BKpUaach, i 3HOB NOYanu
HaTOMICTb 3010Ti AbNy4YKa ABNATUCL. POCTYTb, HAIMBAKOTbLCA, WNPUM

30J10TOM BUBJINCKYIOTb, OCb-OCb Y>XK€ N AOCTUMHYTb.

Ta Bpas3 noYynm AI04AN MOCNONNTI, @ 3 HUMU N KiHOpaT, Ay>XXe BeJIMKUN
xonon. Jlegse BOHW BCTUMIN NO3aNUHATUCh, K BOAPUB TakKU MOPO3, Hibw
Ha Pi3aBsaHi cBaTa. BCi BapTiBui NoYanu 3ybamMmum LOKOTITU N TPYCUTUCH, AK Y
nponacHuui. A TM 4YacoM 3akpyTusa XypTOBUHA, NoYaB nagaTtu rpag, gk
Kypsa4de anue,— TaK yCi 1 CUMHYAN XTO Kyau nonig rycTti gepesa. Konm x
3aBiptoxa 3HeHaubKa BLLYXJa, SK po3nannam BapTosi barattsa, nobavunu:
roniciHbkKa CTOITb A01YHS, TiNbKN CaMe INCTSA Ha Hin, no abnyykax xe 1

cnigy HeMa, aHi pa3 BKYyCcUTH.

MONKOBHUK MPOKUHYBCS Lle BOOCBITA: TaK NOMY KOPTIiJIO NOKYLWITYBaTH
30/10TUX A6y40K. Ta)K AYPHO 1 LLbOro pa3sy KOBTaB BiH CAIMHY: MPUALLOB i
KiHOpaT CYMHUW, i3 MOPOXKHIMU pyKaMW.



— XM... XM... — Ka)Ke CTapui NoaKOBHUK.— MabyTb, HEMa iHLWOI paan:
Tpeba, wob uto Hiy we nosapTysBas Irop.

AK Tak, To 1 Tak! Irop cobi Ha Hi4 HiYOro He roTyBaB, a TaKOXX HIKOro 1
[0 TOBapuUCTBa He kKnkae. He Bpas Hi i, Hi NUTBa, a v y3a. i3 coboto
cBOro rosiocHoro topbaHa, ciB nig aényHeto, Ta, wWob He 3aapimaTy,

NOTUXEeHbKY NPUCNiBYBaB i NpUrpaBas Pi3HUX FAPHUX MNiCeHb.

A oCb oMiBHOYI po3uBina a6nyHA. O6cmnascs KBIT. 3'ABUANCH 30/10Ti
A6ny4ka. PocTyTb Ta 1 pocTyTb. OCb y)Ke MOHaAMBaNCh BEUKI, K ONTSAYA
roniska. A lIrop cuanTb, Yekae Ta Bce Ha TopbaHi npurpasBae. AX 0Cb
NOTPOXY No4asno Hebo NPOACHIOBATUCHL, 1 B TOMY YapiBHOMY CBIiT/i narigHo
3alenecTinm NTawmnHi Kpuna. | 3 yCix CTOpPiH, He 3HaTb BigKiNb, NpPUIEeTINIO A0
A6NyHiI ABaHaauaTb 6innx naBuyok. MNMocigann BoHWM AOBKPYrK Ha s6yHIo,
HemoB 6inoto raboto[23], cBOIMM [OBrMMM XBOCTaMu BKpuau ii. CTanm 30010Ti
abny4ka o3pobaTn, ane, 9k novynm TopbaHoBy My3uKy IropeBy,—
NPUHULLKIN N NOYann cnyxaTu. A BiH IM BCe rpa€ Ta W rpae€, To CyMHOI, TO
Becesiol. 3abynn KpacHi NaBUYKK 1 NMPo 3010Ti AbayyKa. A HapeLTi
HawrapHiwa 3 ynx NTULb, WO Ha roJiBui Masa 30/10TY KOPOHKY, KUHYa
IropeBi NpoCcTO Ha KoniHa Hanbinble abaykKo, a caMa NPOMOBUIA HiIXKHO:

— BiTato, Irope, nuuapto monoann! laBHO BXXe xoTiNa a9 Tebe nobaynTty,
bpaBuin Ko3ave! Bigoan oue 961ykKo nonkoBHMKOBI LLpy6oBi Ta nepekaxu
NOMY, L0 BiTana Noro KHs>XHa OKcaHa. Ta we cKaku, Wwo Bxe binbwe croan
MU He npurnaemo n usa abnyHs 6inbwe He poonTMe 30/10TUX, NNLEe 3BUYaNHI
ab6nyyka. Tobi XX, MUK NONKOBHUYEHKY, AYy>XKe A OAKYIO 3a TBOK 4ya0BYy
MY3UKY, WO TN HEI HaC NpuBiTaB.

BMuTb no ToMy naBuy4ku 06a3b06anm BCi a6nyka, 3awenecTinm kpuiamm

Ta XBOCTaMu N BifNeTiNn B Pi3HIi CTOPOHMU.

LLle n no xaTu Irop He AiNWOoB, K 3yCTPIB NOro CTapui NOJIKOBHUK.
Moba4yme cnHa, BUTEp ByCU pas, BUTep ABa Ta:



— Hy, wo X? — nuTtae.

— A OT Wwo, TaTtyc! — yCMiXaeTbCA MONOANN IFrOp | BUMMAE 3 KULLEHI
yynose 3050Te 961yKo. A ToAi 1 po3noBiB yce, Wo 4yB i Wwo 6a4us.

[y>ke BTILLMBCSA NONIKOBHUK, K Noba4vymB 3010Te 9671yKo, ane X i ayxxe

3aCyMyBaB, WO BigTENnep cTaHe A0/yHSA 3BMYaWHOIO.

HincHO, 9K Npunwna BecHa, 3auBina abnyHs, ak yci iHwi. Ane abnyyka Ha
Hil TOro PpOKY He no3pinn. bo Bi4 caMol BECHU B Ui KpalHi He BMNaB XKo4eH
Aoul, a Cyxui BiTep BiB OeHb i HiY. [NoBCKMXano Bce i B NOAAX, i B cagkax, i Ha
oropogax. NMoyascsa rosoA. NocyMHinm noan, NOCMYyTHINWM 1 nuuapi,
3aCyMyBaB i CTapun NMoJsikoBHUK LLUpy®6.

— XM-xM! — Kaxe.— MabyTb, BigHecna 3 coboto aou KHaXKHa OKCaHKa.
Tpeba 6 1i 3HaMTM Ta NnepenpocnTu.

— A peii 3HanTn? — BigKasas bpaT MHaT.

— A Kyaun no Hei nTn? — ponas 6bpaT KiHapar.

— XM, AOiNCHO,— Ka>Xe iM Ha ue NoJIKOBHUK.— HixTo » 60 Hi4Yoro He 3Hae,

siIKka BOHA W €, HIXTO 1l He Brajae.

— E, Hi, TaTycClo,— Kaxxe Irop,— 4 11 N0 rosIoCo4KYy Mni3Hato Bigpasy.

3pafiB NoOJIKOBHUK Ta W rOBOPUTh:

— ToXX He rancs, CUHy, Ta XyT4il Ha KOHA N ranja WyKaTu KHAXHN

OkcaHkn. CKaku 11 TakK i Tak, Hy... CaM 3Ha€EL, WO Ka3aTn MaELL.



YKNOHMBCA TaToBI Irop, NouislyBaB i3 NOWAHO PYKY, CKOYUB Ha KOHUKa
BOPOHOIr0, MaxHyB Ha CBOro a)xypy[24] Omenbka — 1 TisibKK 3eMA4 Mig HAUMK
3apyaHina.

[oBro-npenosro i3aAuB Mo BCiX ycoaax mosnoamm nuuap Irop. bo X HiXTo
Hife HiYoro He 4yB i He 3HaB Npo KHAXXHY OkcaHKy. Ta Irop 6ys nuuap
BUTPUBAJINUA, @ TOMY IXaB Ta 1 ixaB, NNTAaBCA Ta NUTaBcA. | 0Cb 04HOro
BeYyopa BUiXaB BiH Ha BUCOYEHHUN LWUMWJb, TAKUW BUCOKUN, LLLO TYAN BXKe
HaBIiTb | NTAWKWN HEe MOran BUAETITU. A TaM Npu OOPO3i — ANBUTLCHA — CTOITb
XaTUHO4YKa. ManeHbKa, YopHa, 3aKkypeHa. A nNpu BOpoTAX 3irHynacsa 6abka,
Taka CTapa, Taka nomoplLieHa, K nevyeHe A61yKo, 1y pyui NOPOXHE BiopO
Tpumae. Ctano Iropesi Xasib CTapol, TOX BiH Il MPMBITaB rapHo Ta n

FOBOPUTD:

— [o3BonbTe, 6abycto, 1 BaM BOAN BUTAMHY 1 B XaTy 3aHeCy.

— OT cnacmbi X T06i, cnHouky LLpybeHko! — Biaka3sye nomy 6abycs.—
HNobpe x Tn 3pobus, WO OO0 MeHe 3aBiTaB. A 3a Te, WO TN MeHe, CTapy,
nox<anie, A Tob6i Bigoa4vyca. o MeHe woaeHHO boganm Ha 0aHY XBUJIbKY
npuniTae KHAXHa OkcaHka. OTXXe, KON Xo4eLl, NUWNCA TyT, To il nobaynw i

3 HE MOrOBOPMUILLI.

BTiwmnecsa Irop HEBUMOBHO, LLIO 3HAWLIOB Te, YOro wykaB. Ta nepegyacHo
BTilwnBCA, 60 HeBenmka Byna NoMy 3 TOro noTixa. TON YapiBHUK, WO KHAXKHY
OKCaHKy 3aBOPOXXUB i Ha NaBy nepeTBOpMB, N00BILAB NMLAPEBOMY AXKYPI
BbaraTo rpowen, AKLLO0 BiH nepewKkoanTb Iropesi norosopnTn 3 OKCaHKOL0.
OmMenbko ByB 3a)KepnnBunA | 3paAnB CBOro NaHa. [icTas Big YapiBHUKA
MOLLUOHKY 3 IyKaTaMu Ta COHHY coninky. | oT, came B niBAeHb, K Mana
npuneTiTn 0o 6abkn KHA>XKHa OKcaHKa, No4aB OMesIbKO Ha COHHIN cominui
rpatu. A lrop, Wo B CafoyKy nig rpywkoro cuiis, Ha TopbaHi TUXEHbKO
6puHbKaB Ta OKCaHKy BUrIs4as, Bpa3 NnoYys, WO 006Ba>kHiNIM NOMY NOBIKN,
cami coboto BNanum pyku, n HENOMITHO 3ilILLOB HA HbOIO TAaKNI MiLLHWA COH,

LLLO BiH Hi4Oro He 4yB i He 6a4uB.



| B Lin XBUAUHI NpuneTiB 6/1akKUTHUIA NOBI3, BINMMKN KIHBMU 3anpsaXXeHUn,
a 3 HbOro BUMLLNA NpeYvyanoBa AiB4nHa. Taka rapHa, Wo Takoi KpacyHi we 1
[O0Ci Ha CBIiTi HixTO He 6a4umB. Bpa3 ni3Hasa BOHa Irops. Cxnnnnacb Hag HUM,
no4asia Noro TenamMMmu cioBamMun HasmeaTwu... Hi, He NnpoknaaeTbea nuuap! Tak

i BigneTina OKcaHKa, Hi CQloBa Bif lOHAKa He NOo4YyBLUW.

A TinbKWn Wo BigneTina, NPOKMHYBCS Irop, NOTArHYBCA Ta N FOBOPUTDb

OMenbKOoBI Tak pamicHo:

— On, nbun min gxypo Omenedky! Taxx Tn n yasntu cobi He MoXxelLl,
AKNW NpevynoBUN MeHi COH CHUBCSA! 3aBasioCb MeHi, WO HanrapHiwa 3 ycix
AiBYyaT, KHsH>KHa OKCaHKa, Ha 6n1aknTHOMY BO3i cloau npuniTana, Hagi MHOLO

cToss1a N Pi3HUMN CONOAKUMN HAWUMEHHAMN MeHe Ha3nBasa.

I>Kypa BTYNuB 04i B 3eMJ110 1 MOBYaB, HibW 3emni HaiBCA. bBo X Taku, AK i
KOXXHOMY 3paAHWUKOBIi, COPOMHO NOMYy Bys10 CBOro iMuaps 3pagxxyBaTu.
OpfHak i Ha Apyrnnm geHb NignaaTtue NOro 3aMn YapiBHUK. | 3HOB OMesnibKOo
BMiBAEHb Ha COHHY CONiJIKY 3arpas, i 3HOB nuap Irop 3acHyB, i 3HOBY MapHO
noro po3byanTn Hamarasnacb npekpacHa KHAXXHa OKCaHKa.

A KoM CTasioCb Tak caMo N Ha TPeTin AeHb, BigniTato4un, ckasana
OkcaHka OMesnbKOBI:

— CKaXXu CBOEMY MaHOBI, Wo Binbwe 9 ctoam NpuaiTaTn HE MOXY.

Konu X BiH xo4e MeHe nobayunTtu, xan npuige 0o CKASAHOro 3aMKky. TisibKK
Xawn nonepeny CBOK LWANKY KO3aLbKy Ha CrKca NoBicUTb. Koau X Tu,
OMenbKy, UbOro He rnepekaXkel, To He crnoAaiBancs, wo Tobi TBoi 36UTKN

MUHYTbCA!

| 3 Tm BigneTina Ha 61akKNTHOMY MOBO3i.

AK >Xe NpoKNHYBCA Irop i no4ys, Wo nomy OKCaHKa nepekasysana,

PO3BUAOHINOCH NOMY B rosioBi. B3sB BiH OMesibKa 3a neTesibku Ta 1 noYas i3



HUM rOBOPUTMK, asie TPOXM iHaKLWe, K rnonepeny rosopms. He xo4y s Ui€l
PO3MOBU TYT NnepekasysaTu Bif cQloBa 0 cnoBa. byae n Toro, Kosm ckaxy,
O CKiHYM1aCb Ta PO3MOBa TaK: BXOMNMB KO3akK Irop COHHY COMifKy N Tak
TOPOXHYB Het No ronosi OMeneyka, Wo conisika Ha CKaJIovKKM po3sieTinack, a
OMenbKOBa rosioBa TpiCHyNa, K AOCTUM MW KaByH. Taka Kapa nocturna
noro 3a 3paay! Toai noaskysas Irop munin 6abyci, nogapysas in
OMeNnIbKOBOIro KOHS, @ Ha NPoLlaHHA CKa3as:

— Po3kaxiTb, 6babycto, 4apiBHMKOBI, Wo 6ysio OMenbKoBi. Ko X i gani
TOW NNXOAiN 00 MEeHe HiNnNaTUMETbCS, TO CKaXiTb, WO 1 noro lrop Wpy6eHko
3Mo>Xe NobopoTn. bo X HE TaKMn YapiBHUK XUTPUIN, KON MOKa3aB MeHi, AK
KHA>XHa OKcaHKa B AiNCHOCTI BUrnsanae. Tenep A il He TO WO Ha 3eMJi, a 1
nig 3emneto 3Hanay!

MpUTNC KOHA OCTpPOraMu i, K BUXop, BuneTis 3 6abuHoro gsopwuLla.
pae-ckaye Nig HAM KOHMYEHbKO, L0 BiAMOYMBAB aX< TPy OHi. Ane B nuuaps
He rpa€ cepue. 3Hae Irop, Wo 3 YapiBHUKOM Ts)XKO 6opoTuncsa 6e3 nomoui
IHWKWX Yap. A e TK iX TyT, Y 4y>KOMY Jici, wykaTuMew?! AXx Hapa3s 4ye€ BiH,
o rnmboko B A0SIMHI, Mif TiE Kpy4er, Ha AKi BiH ONMHUBCS,
CTpaleHHMN roslIoCaMmn CBapPATHLCA AKICb AUBHI oaun. MnaHyBs Irop nonony

Ta 1 6a4nTb, Wo To 6'10TbCA Ha AHI NPOBaNNSA CTPALLHI BEJINKAHN.

"MNeBHe, TexX YapiBHMKK! — nogymas nunuap.— Hy, wo X! Moxe, BOHU 3
TUM YapiBHUKOM, L0 MeHi LWWKOANTb, Y CBapLi, TO MeHi NPOTU HbOro

MOMOXYTb".

[, He rat4ym 4acy, NyCTUB KOHA Nig Kpy4y Ta 1 CTaB NOMiX BesIMKaHaMu,

LLIO CaMe MOo3acyKyBasn pykKaBu, o6 novyaTy 3HOBY HAaBKYJIaYyKu.

B'iIxaB Mi>XK HUX, YeMHO MPMBITaABCA Ta N FOBOPUTL:

— fcHi naHoBe BennKaHu! Yoro X e BM TakKUn rapMunaep isHsaam, ax nic

BrMHA€ETLCA? Mo)Ke 6, 4 BaM YMMCb CTaB y NpuUroai?



A HancTapLuni NOrJIAHYB Ha HbOIO 3ropu Ta N Kaxe:

— Yu 6ay4, akunm Hanwosca ConoMoH?! YuM ke T HaM MoXKeLl NMoOMOrTH,

KOMALLUKO?

— K 4nM? — He 3naKaBcsa Irop.— [obpoto panot! A BM MeHi 3a Hel
TakoX fobpoto pagoto 3annatuTe. Ym 3ropa?

— Hy, Ta BXXe 3roga! — Ka)KyTb pa3oM ycCi BenmkaHu.— byab Ham 3a
cynnt. OT,— KaxyTb,— nomep Haw 6aTbKO Ta 1 3a7ULWLINB HAM OLen nnauy, 3
iMAn. XTO UbOro nJjawla ogarHe, Bigpa3sy ONMHUTLCA TaM, Ae TiIbKN CxXoye.
Bugnma piy, WO KOXEH i3 HaC pagHiWmnm cTaTy BJACHUKOM LIbOro nJatla.

— XM, xm! — ckazas Irop, Hacnigy4m CBOro CTaporo tata.— XM... A
3Ha€ETe Wo?

A BOHW BCi pa3oM NUTalThb:

— A wo?

— OT Wwo,— Kaxe nmuap.— baynTe oTe gepeBo Ha Kpato nNpoBanna?

— Bauymmo! — KaxyTb yCi Tpu BeJIMKaHW pa3oM.

— Tak 6iXiTb BM BCi YMMAY>X 00 TOro AepesBa Ta Ha3ag. XTo nepliuvn 3
BaC cloan fobiXNTb, TOMY N HanexaTumeTbCa uen nnaw, 6e3 XoaHoT CBapKun
Ta 6inkn. A nokun Bu biraTtumeTe, NO3NYTE MEHI NOro Ha OOHY XBUJbKY!

BMUTb TYT Oynay.

Tak i 3pobunn: BennkaHu nobirnm no 6inoro nepesa, a lrop o6bropHys
cebe nnawem i3 Mmaun, Ta iease BCTUN NpokasaTu: "[o cknaHoro 3amky!", i
nease BiH CBOIO WAMKY Ha CMUC HAaCTPOMUB, K B Tih MUTI cnuHMBCS 6ing

KPaCyHi-KHS>XHN OKCaHKMN.



— Jltoba mos kpanto! Konum n a Tobi ntobunm, xoBancsa mepLuin nig uen

njawy, He Kaxxy4du 1 csiosa! lNMorosopumo noTim!..

OkcaHKa He byna ayxe banakyda Ta LikaBa, BMUTb CXOBasiacb Mig njaLy,

winbHo 6inga Irop4, a Len TiNbKU NYKHYB:

— Hasapg, y nposanns!

| B Uil XBUAVHI BOHW OMUHWANCBL Y MPOBasii, No AKOMY caMe noBepTanu

Big 6inoro nepesBa BesMKaHW.

Irop MoBiCMB Malla Ha CYYO0K, CaM LUBUAEHbKO B Cigesnble, NocaanB

no3ap cebe KHXKHY OKCaHKY i TiJIbKM LLANKOK NOMaxaB BeJINKaHaM:

— Jan Bam boxxe 300poBasyka 1 ycakoro wacta. Ocb Baw naaw!.. — i

NPUTUC OCTpOoramMmm 60KM KOHEBI.

Ta nenBe KiHb BUCKOYMB 3 KOTJIOBaHa, Ae biranu BesnkaHu, o3Basiacb A0

Irops KHsXXHa OKCaHKa:

— Jlnuapto Min munmn, Iropuky min nobuin! Xovy Tebe nonpoxatu npo
LLOCb Oy>Xe-OyXe Ba)K/IMBe.

— TiNbKK CKa)XXn, MO HANOO0POXK4a, BCe 3 paaicTio anga tebe 3pobnio, 60
X A Tebe Wwmpo Koxato.

— Tak cnnHu KoHUKa! — rosopuTb OKCcaHkKa.— locigaemMo gecb nig
ckenew NobeHbKOo Ta 1 NMOroBOPUMO rapHEHLKO.

Bucko4unm BOHNM 3 cigenbus, nycTUAIN KOHA Ha 3eJIeHUA MOPIXKOK,

nocipann 6inga NoToky B KaM'aHiM poTeni[25], n novana OkcaHKa onosigaTu:



— Hacamnepegp, Iropto, Benunke Tobi cnacmbi, Wwo T MeHe BpATYBaB Bif
YapiBHOro 3aknATTHA, a we 6inbwe T0bi AfKa, WO TN MeHe HiKOM He NNTaB.,
XTO A 1 Yoro Byna 3aBopo>keHa. Tenep 9 MOXy 1 MmyLwy Tobi BCe po3moBicTy,
wo6 He cTanacb NOTIM AKaCb NPUKpPa HecnogiBaHKa. Y1 MOXY A FOBOPUTU
BCe Mo wmpin npasai?

Irop TiNbKK NpUropHyB A0 cebe OKCaHKYy:

— Hy, Ta aK XXe X iHakwe?.. FloBopu, rosopu Bce!

— Tak cnyxan! baTbko Min ByB Ay>Ke 3111 YapiBHUK. A OTi Tpwu
BeJZIMKaHWU, L0 — YYEW? — LWe 1 JOoCi TaM 3a ckenaMu 6’'10TbCa,— TO MOI pPigHi
bpaTn...

| BOHa 3aMOBKa.

— XM-XM... — 6aTbKIiBCbKUM 3BNUYAEM NpOMMMpPUB Irop. Ane X wo 6yB BiH
Ay>XXe CTpUMaHUi, TO BYaC NpuKycus ryby, wob He ckasaTu nepenyacHo
4OroCb HECJIyWWHOro, NoAyMaB TPOXU, @ TOAI N KaxKe:

— Tak cnyxato, OKcaHKo, gani...

— Hawe BonogapctBo,— NpoaoBxXxyBasa OkcaHka,— 6ysio B CyCiacTBi 3
TUMKU MaETKaMu, Wo npuabas ix TBiN TaTo, NONKOBHUK LLUpy6. Y Mmoro x
B6aTbKa, KpiM MeHe 1 TPbOX CUHIB, Byn0 We oanHaausaTb A040K. KOXXHa 3 HUX
Mafnia Ha 060B’A3Ky 3aBigyBaTK MOrogo B OAHOMY MicAui. B aoBaHagusaTomy
Micaui norogy gornsgas cam 6aTbko. S X 6yna wie MasneHbKa, BYMIacb
Pi3HMX HayK, @ 3BaJiIu MeHe KHAXXHOI0, 60 XX BaTbKO MeHe BenbMn NIO6UB i

XOTiB, W06 nicna noro cMepTi 8 CTasla BOJIOAAPKOK 1Moro 3emens i gobpa.

OT KON 4 BXKE TPOXM Nigpocsaa,— 4Yorocb 0gHOI HOYi MEHi He CrasnocCh.

| nobaymna A, Wo nepea NiBHIYYO NOBCTaBasM MO CECTPU 3 NiXKOK,

panToM nepeTBOPUINCH IXHi Bini foBri copoyeykun Ha Bini naB’a4vi nepa,



MaXHyJI1 BOHW KpuJaaMu 1 BiANeTisIn B YHOPHY Hid. Tak MeHe ue Bpa3nso n
3auikaBWIIO, WO A 3ipBanachk i3 NiXKKa N 3 KPUKOM KNHYJIacb 3@ HUMIN 0,0
asepen. Taxk y Ty MUTb BXOMUB MEHE 3a PYKY Miin 6aTbKo.

— CTin! — rykHyB rpisHo.— 3abopoHsto Tobi 6irtn 3a cectpamm Ta
AOBiAyBaTUCb, HOro 1N Kyau BoHW BigneTinn! 9 xovy, wob Ty Ha3aBxxaun
30cTanach noauHot! Nan narai i 3abyab, Wwo v 6avmnal

A ny>e 3nakanacb, Bce noobiusna, 4oro BumaraB 6aTbKO, 1 BEPHYach Y
ni>kko. Ta gpyroi Ho4i, came nepen NiBHIYY0, 9 MUMOXiTb MPOKNHYNACh i
3HOBY Ba4mna, A9k ceCcTpu panToM 3MiHWINCb Ha MaBUYOK Ta OAHa Mo OAHIN
BUMNYPXHYJIN 3 HALWOT KiMHaTW. licna TOro woHo4i 8 npoknpanacb O Ti caMin
roAuHi, WoHo4i 6a4mna, AK BigNiTanm ceCTpuykn, n 3abpakno MeHi cnam
TepniTu gani U TaeMHULU. Todi 9 noNpocuia B HAMKOXaHiWoi MOEI
cecTpuui BUCBITNIeHHA. OT BOHa 1 pO3MoBisia MeHi, WO BOHU KOXXHOI HOMi
niTaloTb A0 BaLOi YapiBHOT a6nyHi Ha Bevepto. LLLo K, MeHi Ay>Xe 3axoTiNnocb
NOKYLITYBaTK 3010TOro abnyyka, Mmoxe, we binblue, SK TBOEMY TaTOBi,— TO
MOSl CECTpPUYKaA M NpUHecNa MeHi y A3b06i LUMaTO4O0K. AK TiNIbKK 4
AiTKHynacb Toro abnyyka rybamum,— Bpa3s i 4 3MiHUNaCb Ha NaBuU4Ky. Ta Mo
6ina 6yna 6inbwa 3a 6igy cecTep: g BXXe Ha3aBXAW CTala NTaxoM. TisibKK
wo byna 9 KHAXXHOM, TO B MEHE Ha roJ10Bi BUPOC/a 30/10Ta KOPOHKa.

3 TOro 4acy i 8 WOoHOoYi niTana 3 cecTpuiykamm go Ab6ayHi, a Ha MO

NPOBUHHICTb NPUMNano KepysaTu AOLLEM B TiK KpaiHi.

Irop cnyxas, 3aTaliBLIN OYX.

— Hy, Hy, npofoB>Xyn, NpoaoBXxyn! — npocms BiH, Ko OKCaHKa Ha

XBWJINHKY 3aMOBKIJ1a.

— BbaTbKO, NepeTBOPUBLLN MEHe 3a MOK HEeCJIYXHAHICTb Ha NaBUYKY, BCe
XX TaKN MeHe TPOXU MoxKasiB i 3a AKNNCb YacC CKa3aB: "fAKLwWo MaTmMeLl
LacT4, To Konncb Tebe po3vapye Yy[oBa rpa Takoro toHaka, KoTpum

BMiTUMe B6yTn genikaTHUM, He AaBaTuMe TOb6i HeJOpPEeYHUX Ta HECYLLHUX



NMMTaHb, 9K TU Le 003BosIna cobi 3 CBOEKD CeCTPUYKOLD..." TOX 4 Malo 4
Tenep roBopuTK, K 1 Tobi 6€3KOHEeYHO BASYHA, WO TV MEHe LYKaB, Lo

nepeTepniB CTiNIbKN TPyAiB Ta Hebe3nek i CTaB MOIM PATIBHUKOM.

— 3aTe X Ternep Mu BXXe HiKOJIN He PO3JTy4MMOChb! — CTUCHYB OKCaHWHI

py4Kku Irop.

— Hi, Hi!.. lLle nocTpuBan, min cMinueuin nuuapio! e ue He Bce! Moe
3BiJIbHEHHSA Bif 4YapiB MO>Xe CTaTu MOBHUM TiJibKK To4i, Konm byayTb

3BiJIbHEHI 1 MOT BpaTun. Toai TiNbKK A 3MOXXY BYyTK TBOEIO Ha BCE XUTTS.

— A 9K Xe 3 HUX 3HATK 3aKknaTTa? CKakm wBuawe! 94 rotosumnm Ha Bce! —

CKPUKHYB MoJsioaun Irop.

— Lle n ay>xe nerko, n gy>e TsSXK0,— Bignosisia 3 cymoM OKCaHKa.—
BOHM CTaHyTb 3BMY4AaWHUMN NOObMWN TOLI, KOJIN IX XTOCb YY>XUI NOLIJIYE B

40J10.

— MNpo meHe, xo4 i pecaTb pasis!

— Ane XX T He MOoXKell OO0CArTK A0 IXHiX ronis! ba4yuBs, AKi BenmkKaHu!

— [Nobpa aymka b6inblue 3a BCAKOro BesimkaHa! — BianosiB 6pasui
nvuap.— 3ragan, K 9 iM nopaave No4invTy naawa n 4yepes Te 3006yB Tebe.
To>XX Ha NoLiNyHOK 3aBXXAW 3HangeTbca paga! bixxm Tn, OKkcaHKo, MepLuin oo
Hux! BoHu 3 Tiel 6inkn Ta 6iraHMHKW, HaNeBHO, MOTOMUJINUCL, K BOJIN MICAA
opaHKW. Tak TN IM CKaXku, Wob BOHN HALIBMAKY BRiNManu napy Beamegis v
NEeCATOK 4n ABa KabaHiB Ta po3soxuam baraTtTta, a T iMm 3pobunwl cMaYyHy Ta
MacHy Beyepto. 1o Beyepi BOHW NONSAratoTb cNaTu, a Toai a1 obepexxHo nia’iny
[0 KOXXHOIO Ha KOHI 1 Mouinyo KOXXHOro, Kyan tam tpeba. Bce-Takm X To

Mol ManbyTHi wBarpun![26] Yn He Tak?

Ta OkcaHKa BXe He BMTpadalia Yacy Ha BignoBiAb: BOHa, MOB B/1MCKaBKa,
nomyana o 6patie. 3pobuna iMm 4yaoBy MaCHy BeYepto, Hy, a Mo MacCHIn XKi



KOXXHOMY X X04eTbCs cnaTu. TOX, K BeJIMKaHW nonaranan AoBkosa baraTTs,
BuApsnanacb KHAXXHa OKCaHKa Ha CKeJllo 1 rnoYvaJsia KMBaTu Nasib4MKOM Ha
nmuaps-kKo3aka. Irop MUTTIO Ha KOHUMKA, MiACKOYMB NOTUXEHbKY 00 MepLloro
BpaTa — Ta LMOK NOro B 400! A BesIMKaH TisIbKWN 3iTXHYB N panToMm
3MEHLIMBCS, MOB TOM BaNOHUK, SKOro BM NPOTKHYN FONIKOO. Irop Toai — Ao
Apyroro, UMOKHYB i Moro. | 3 gpyrum cTanocb Tak CamMo, a NOTiM i 3 TpeTiMm.
TinbkK XX TpeTin BesINKaH nicns IropesBoro NOUislyHKY CTaB Takui
MasleHbKUN, AK XJ10N4YUNK: Oy>Ke-60 cuabHO nouislyBaB MOro po3panyBaHui
nnuap! | BCTanm BCi BOHM 30BCiM He TakKi noraHi, Ak 6ynu paHiw, a uisikom

TaKi, 9K 3BUYaWHI Jogn.

N novanu 6yBLUi BeNMKaHW AakyBaTu lropesi, 60, K Ka3anu:

"Oy>xe TO Kerncbka pi4y byTn BennkaHaMmu. Hi nixkka Takoro, wob MoXxHa
B6yno cnaTu, BUNMPOCTABLUUCh, Hie He 3Hanaew, Hi B XaTy BJi3TN HE MOXKHa,
60 ABepi HM3bKi N TiCHI, Hi KOHA Takoro He 3g06yaew, Wob Mo>xHa 6yno Ha
HbOMY BepXxu ixaTun, 60 XX BCe HOMM Mo 3eMJi fasIeKo 3a KOHEM BOJI04aTbCA.
Ane X,— KaXyTb,— Hauripwie Te, Wo KON NgnHa CTaHe BeJINKAHOM, TO B
Hil 3pOCTae CTpallHa 3apO3yMiNiCTb. 3apO3yMiNin Ta NUWHIN IOONHI OyXe
TS>KKO XXUTW Ha CBIiTi, 60 BOHa CTa€ Hibu cnina. Ta ge Tam! LLe ripwe, sk
chnina: n oYi Ma€, 1 QUBUTUCH MOXKE, @ TUM 4YaCOM Hi4oro nosa cammm coboto

He 6a4nTb, 60 B1IACHa 3apO3yMiNiCTb Il OCAiNAOE!

— Tak, pobpe,— Kaxxe Irop,— wWo B/ NoMeHLwWwann. TifIbKN KerNncbkKo Te, Lo
1 HA CBOIr0 KOHS MOXXY B3ATU caMy OKCaHy, a BaM BXe A0oBefeThbCsa TionaTu

33 HAMU MiLLKW.

— Ane XX M1 MaeMO 4YapiBHUIN BaTbKIiBCbKMIA MaLy!..

Cioan-Tyam — Hema Hige Toro rapHoro nnawa! Wykanu, wykanu, ax
HapewTi 6avYaTb: NEXUTb Ni4 KyLLEM 3aMiCTb Naala ctapa, bpyaHa
raH4ipkKa, Taka oruzHa, Wo 1 rnako 1i B pykn B3aTuU. bo X Tenep yxe 3 Hel
BCi Yapwu BiabMiBCbKi BunLwan! NaOHyNM Tohi BCi MO Yep3i Ha OTOW YapiBHUKIB

KOJINLLHIA nnawy Ta 1 niwnuv 3a IropemMm Ta OKCaHKO MNiLLKW.



To>XX-TO 3pafiB MOJIKOBHUK, K NobaymB CMHA, KPAaCyHIO — MOro HapeyeHy
— Ta Tpbox 6paBux monoauis, ii 6paTis! A we binbwe 3pagis cTapun, Ak
Bpa3 HebO NOTeMHIWano, 3arypkoTiB rpiM i BNaB BENKNI AOLL, ax
3abyboHino no gaxax.

Ta BXXe Ha UbOMY 1 Ka3Lli KiHeub. bo XX He TS)XKO goragaTuch, Wwo lrop
B35B 32 APYXXUHY NMpeKpacHy KHAXHY OKCaHKY.

[21] TopbaH — yKpaIHCbKUN HAPOLAHUNA CTPYHHUN MY3UYHUN IHCTPYMEHT,
61un3bkun 6ypnosoto oo baHaypwm.

[22] MocnonuTi — noan 3BMYanHi, abo censHu.

[23] Faba — Typeubke CyKHO, NokpmBaao 6isloro KonbLopy.

[24] Oxkypa — 36po€eHOCeLb KO3aLUbKOT CTapLnHM Ha YKpaiHi B XVII-XVIII
CT.

[25] ®oTenb — Kpicno.

[26] LLIBarep — 40s10BiK cecTpu.



